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The Captain John Jeffries Burial Marker is a marble gravestone standing
approximately twelve feet tall. Resting on a base measuring about 4' x 4'
is the central block which features a shallow bas-relief of the ship "21 FRIENDS"
and is inscribed: "Captain John Jeffries/Born Nov. 15, 1829/Died March 17,
1887/A member of the K. of P.". Above this block is a smaller square element
in which the initials "J.J." are carved, surrounded by olive/ivy branches.
The finial of the burial marker is a three-dimensional draped urn.

The gravestone is located-in :the cemetery of the Palestine Bible Church, 
in which it is the most prominent burial marker. Nearby are other members 
of the Jeffries family.
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The Captain John Jeffries Burial Marker is one of the few tangible remnants 
of the once5-thriving shipping and shipbuilding industries in the Great Egg : •- 
Harbor basin. Because of the paucity of other artifacts relating to- this- 
era, the marker represents not just the grave of one man; rather, it 
addresses two related industries, the people who caused them to prosper, 
and the calamities which could alter their intertwined lives.

Shipbuilding and shipping in and from the Great Egg Harbor area were facilitated 
by the area's natural resources: several tributaries of the Great Egg Harbor 
Bay provide numerous sheltered landing sites adequate to the launching and 
landing of ships of moderate size, and nearby pine forests and furnaces and 
forges produced bog iron and forest products. These were useful both as 
shipbuilding materials and as goods to be transported to coastal markets.

Mays Landing, farther upstream on the Great Egg Harbor River, was the site 
of shipbuilding activity as early as 1767. About half of the 200 wooden 
ships built in Atlantic County came from its many yards, one of which was run 
by Captain Samuel Gaskill. He was in business by 1868, and in 1872 built the 
three-masted schooner "21 FRIENDS". In 1885 he built the last wooden ship 
to come out of Mays Landing.

John Jeffries, of English Creek, was born in 1829. His ^amily was undoubtedly 
related to those who gave their name to Jeffers (or Jeffries 1 ) Landing, in 
existence as Great Egg Harbor Landing by 1775. In 1819 a John Jeffreys was 
named wharfmaster.

The "21 FRIENDS" was built for John Jeffries (whose stone is the subject of 
this nomination), and later became well known on both sides of the Atlantic. 
On a voyage from the south, loaded with lumber, it collided with the schooner 
"JOHN D. MAY", and was damaged seriously enough to warrant its abandonment. 
However, it did not sink, and, left to the caprices of wind and current, 
drifted across the ocean twice. It was sighted and its location noted several 
times, finally coming ashore in Ireland two years after the supposedly fatal 
collision. It is a testament to Samuel Gaskill's talents as a shipbuilder 
that after this period of abuse by the elements, the cargo was salvaged and the 
"21 FRIENDS" put into service as a fishing vessel.

The story of the ship's travels was.of sufficient local significance that it 
was referenced on Jeffrie's tombstone, erected after his death in 1887 at the 
age of 57.
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