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Summary

The McCarthy/Platt House is a excellent example of Colonial Revival architecture derived
from the restrained Classical style. Built around the turn-of-the~century, the main

style elements result from a major renovation by architect Frederic Delongchamps, which
was undertakin in 1925 for owner Charles H. McCarthy. The residence is associated with
McCarthy and with prominent Nevadan, Samuel Platt, US District Attorney for Nevada 1906-14.
© The building is in good condition.

Site

The House is a one and one half story structure located on the southeast corner lot, at
the intersection of Plumas Street and La Rue Street. It is slightly larger than its
neighbors, most of which are one story in height. Sdituated in an older, residential
neighborhood in southwest Reno, the large, mature trees lining Plumas Street and the
landscaped yard with mature elements, contribute to the setting. The house is setback
slightly from the street.

Remodelling of 1925

In 1925, architect Frederic J. DeLongchamps was hired to design a major remodelling of
the house. Changes at the first floor level included a new entrance, a new front porch,
the addition of a sun porch, the installation of a fireplace in the living room, altering
the location of the entrance hall and staircase, and remodelling the kitchen, pantry,
living room and dining room. At the second story level dormer windows and bathrooms
were added, and the hallway was realigned.

Exterior

Although this house has an asymmetrical facade in the late-Victorian fashion (even having
a rounded corner turret with conical roof), the moldings, cornice, Palladian windows, and
portico reflect the Colonial Revival, which itself is based on the restrained Classical
style.

A one-and-one-half story structure with a basement, the first story is faced with rough
cut stone blocks with concrete mortar, while the second story is covered with round and
square cut shingles. Attached to the rear or east side is a one~story, shed roofed,
shiplap sided addition. The building's predominant feature is the portico which is
semi-circular in plan with four Tuscan columns supporting the conical roof. At the
northerly corner of the facade is a small, rounded turret with conical roof. The south- -
erly corner consists of a group of six (three on each wall), large, multi~light windows.
The remaining first story windows are primarily one-over-one, double hung. At the second
story level, the four gables are pierced by Palladian windows; cameo windows flank the
rear Palladian. ,
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Summary

The McCarthy/Platt residence is significant for three reasons: its association with
prominent Nevada architect Frederic J. DeLongchamps, its association with developer
Charles McCarthy and the important Nevada attorney/politician, Samuel Platt, and as
a noteworthy example of the Colonial Revival in Nevada.

Associative Significance

Charles H. McCarthy purchased the house and lot in 1923,  That same year on October 8th,
“he filed "McCarthy's Addition", a subdivision map for the area bounded by LaRue to the
north, Plumas to the west, Mary to the south. The eastern boundary was a ditch just east
of Forest Street. The lot on which the house stands was labeled lots 1 and 2 of McCar-
thy's addition. Tt was Charles McCarthy who hired Frederic Delongchamps to remodel the
house.

‘Samuel Platt, U. S. District Attorney of Nevada during the Rocosevelt and Taft adminis-
trations, purchased this house in 1931 and lived here in the thirties. Born in Carson
City in 1874, he was a son of one of the pioneer merchants of Carson City who settled in
Nevada in 1861. Platt was educated at Stanford University and at Columbia School of Law,
Washington, D. C., graduating in 1897.

Samuel Platt began the practice of law in Carson City and took a prominent part in the
Republican party politics of Nevada. He was identified with many important mining suits
and various litigations in Nevada. He served as president of the Reno Evening Gazette

Publishing Company; Republican candidate for district attorney of Ormsby County in 1897;

candidate for attorney general of Nevada in 1899; appointed assistant secretary of state
for Nevada in 1900; elected to the Nevada legislature in 1903 and reelected in 1905; el-
ected speaker of the house; appointed U. S. District Attorney for Nevada by President

T. Roosevelt in 190635 and reappointed by President Taft in 1910; appointed assistant to
the United States attorney general in 1910; delegate to four Republican state conventions;
and Republican nominee for U. S. Senate in 1914. In 1914 he resumed the practice of law
in Reno.

- Architectural Significance

Built around 1900, the McCarthy/Platt residence is an imposing and attractive vernacular

' .representative of the Colonial Revival style. It is formal and dignified, expressing well

the restrained character of its style. The large semi-circular portico with Tuscan columns
-and classical details is perhaps its most outstanding feature. The building is an import-
ant visual resource that contributes to the ¢ity's character and image. Tt is intact and
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The roof is an interesting combination of shapes. Basically cross gable, there is a
hipped roof over the facade, a large and a small conical roof, and a rear shed roof;

two shed roofed dormers arise from the slopes of the main roof. The roofline is trimmed
with a boxed cornice, brackets, and frieze board. The main entrance, composed of a six
panel door topped with a fanlight and flanked with fluted pilasters and four light side-
lights, is set within a semi-circular surround embellished with quoins.

Interior
The interior is not available to view.

Alterations

There are no visible alterations to the exterior at the house subsequent to the DeLong-
champs remodelling in 1925.

RN
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has not been visably altered since 1925. There are few of its type remaining in Reno.

The McCarthy/Platt residence gains importance from its remodelling in 1925 by Frederic J.
DeLongchamps. DeLongchamps (1882-1969) is significant as a prolific Nevada architect for
the number of buildings he designed which include many prominent public, commercial, and
private structures; and for the numbers of types and styles he employed. Delongchamps ac-
complished a large volume of work in many locations with many building types; from court-
houses, banks, and hotels, to residences, garages, factories and bath houses. The bulk

of his work is in Nevada where he maintained an office from 1907 to 1965.

Like many architects in the early years of the twentieth-century, DeLongchamps was primar-
ily self-taught. Some of his early education in the building trades was derived from his
father, a master carpenter. 1In 1900 he entered the University of Nevada, Reno, school of
mining and engineering, and graduated with a Bachelor of Science. While in college he
excelled in drafting and drawing and was choosen yearbook artist his senior year. 1In 1906
DeLongchamps decided to pursue a career in architecture and went to San Francisco where

he apprenticed. His well developed skill as a draftsman and his structural background in
engineering presumably speeded his tralnlng, for in 1907 he returned to Reno to open an
architectural office.

Frederic J. DeLongchamps is eminent for the sheer magnitude of his work. His career as a
successful architect in Nevada began in 1909 when he won a competition to design the Washoe
County Courthouse in Reno (1909-11). This successful bid was followed by several others

and in the next ten years he designed six more county courthouses throughout the state.
Besides courthouses, DeLongchamp's early work included several large and important buildings
in downtown Reno, such as the Y.M.C.A. (1910), the Nevada-California-Oregon Depot (1915),
and the Reno National Bank (1915). He was chosen to design the Nevada Building for the 1915
Panama-Pacific Exposition at San Francisco and the Panama-California Exposition at San Diego.
DeLongchamps designed numerous state government buildings in his capacity as state architect
from 1919-21 and 1923-26. He was also responsible for numerous buildings on the Reno campus
of the University of Nevada.

The index of DelLongchamps architectural drawings, which are housed in the Special Collections
Department of the University of Nevada at Reno Library, indicates that he designed and re-
modelled a wide variety of structures including fifteen apartment houses, six banks, one
casino, nine churches, ten hospitals, twenty-three motels and hotels, twenty-three office
buildings, eighteen schools, ten theaters, and also numerous bath houses, bridges, garages,
libraries, service stations, stores, storefronts and warehouses. DeLongchamps also designed
or remodelled approximately one hundred eighty-five residential structures ranging from small
cottages at Lake Tahoe to substantial mansions for Reno's wealthy.
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