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1. Name
historic Fitger Brewing Company

and/or common Fitger's Brewing

2. Location

street & number 60° Superior Sti not for publication

city, town Duluth N/A_ vicinity of ••iiuiLJJluimlUiJliiul N/A

state Minnesota code 22 county St. Louis code 137

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
_JL_ building(s) _X_ private

Structure b0*h

site Public Acquisition
object in process

N/A being considered

Status
occupied

X unoccupied 
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government

X industrial 
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

x other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

name The Brewery Limited Partnership attn: Ronald J. Jacob

street & number 4744 IDS Center

city, town Minneapolis n/a vicinity of state Minnesota

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds — St. Louis County Courthouse 

street & number N/A

city, town Duluth state Minnesota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys__________
title Statewide Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined efigible? JL_ yes __ no

date 1974 federal _JL_ state __county __local

depository for survey records Minnesota Historical Society - Fort Snelling History Center 

city, town St. Paul state Minnesota



7. Description

Condition
excellent
good

_K_ fair

deteriorated
rqins

unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
_ X original site 

moved date N/A

The Fitger Brewing Company consists of ten structures located along Superior Street 
between Fifth and Sixth Avenues East on the eastern edge of Duluth T s downtown 
business district. The property comprises approximately 2.2 acres and extends 
for about 320 feet along Superior Street; the total Lake Superior frontage is 720 
feet. The structures are arranged in two parallel rows on two terraces between 
Superior Street and the shore of Lake Superior. A major feature is a stone retaining 
wall 30 feet high and over 580 feet long along the DM&IR railway tracks which 
defines the southern property line.

Brewing operations began on this site in 1869 with a small brewery operated by 
Nicholas Decker. After two changes in ownership, the A. Fitger & Company - Lake 
Superior Brewery was formed in 1883. Between 1886 and 1911 the company undertook 
an extensive building program which included most of the existing buildings, 
demolishing or incorporating portions of the earlier structures into an industrial 
complex capable of producing 100,000 barrels a year. The last major structure to be 
added to the complex was a gymnasium in 1920. Limited additions and alterations 
were made through 1964. The brewing discontinued operations in 1972.

Architecturally, the Fitger Brewing Company buildings are best described as func 
tional in character and design. Constructed of stone and brick, these structures 
reflect the uses to which they were put. In this aspect it is important to note 
that the Fitger Brewing Company was not built as a single unit, but rather buildings 
were added as needed and as the company expanded. Similarly, at least four pri 
mary buildings which were once part of the early brewery have been demolished 
throughout the complex's development.

Exceptions to i the utilitarian appearance of the brewery's various elements are the 
Stock Houses, Mill House, Office, and the Bottling Works which front on Superior 
Street. These facades are constructed of randomly-laid native basalt with sand 
stone quoins and window trim. The rusticated texture, semi-circular arched openings, 
and subtle, polychrome are characteristic of the Richardsonian, .Romanesque style which 
found popularity with large-scale buildings during the last two decades of the 19th 
century. The treatment of the Fitger facades emphasize the scale and massiveness 
of the individual elements while at the same time unifying them into a cohesive 
and harmonious whole. As such, the buildings that front on Superior Street are 
outstanding adaptations of the Richardsonian style as applied to purely functional 
industrial architecture.

The following is a summary description of the existing structures on the Fitger 
Brewing Company property:

(see continuation sheet)



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_X_ 1800-1 899 
_^1900-

Areas off Signifficance — Check
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture

X architecture
art

X commerce
communications X

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military

music
philosophy

' •'' politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1886-1930_____ Builder/Architect See continuation sheet - page 3_____

Statement off Signifficance (in one paragraph)

The Fitger Brewing Company complex in Duluth is significant as a prominent example 
of late nineteenth and early twentieth century industrial architecture and as a 
representative of the importance of Minnesota 1 s brewing industry in a technological 
and economic framework.

Architecturally the Fitger Brewing Company represents a distinctive form of 
industrial architecture, best described as being of functional design reflecting the 
requirements of the processes which occurred within them. In addition, the 
buildings reflected the architectural tastes of the period, in this case, the r 
popular Richardsonian Romanesque style as interpreted by prominent local and 
national architects, Traphagen and Fitzpatrick and Louis Lehle. Lehle was a 
Chicago architect noted for designs exhibited in major breweries throughout the 
United States around the turn of the century. His expertise is noted in both the 
design of the buildings and in the incorporation of innovative technological 
advancements for the competitive and scientific promotion of the brewing industry. 
Further, the highly refined utilization of native stone on the Superior Street 
facades of the many sections of the brewery make Fitger f s one of the most pro 
minent examples of this type of stonework in Duluth and in Northeastern Minnesota.

..•'..".n.nv>a;. no j_ ... t u ao an;.; •

Historically, at the time the Fitger Brewing Company closed in 1972, it was 
Duluth 1 s oldest continually-operating industry•, )(haviiig"faegub.production in 1859 
and undertaking a major building program at its present location less than a 
block from the~^original site in the 1880s. It is considered to be the first 
commercial brewery at the head of the lakes. Due to its increasing scale of pro 
duction, Fitger's was a. major employer in the Duluth area, producing ̂ nore than 
100,000 barrels-a year. In 1890, Fitger's installed the first modern ice- 
making machinery in any Minnesota brewery. ,During the years of Prohibition, 
Fitger T s attested to its flexibility and strengh of survival in adapting to pro 
duction of soft drinks and other products, thus continuing its economic contribu 
tion to the community. This flexibility and independence are evident in the 
buildings of the complex which contribute to the overall brewery function; these 
range from stables, cooperages, bottlingworks, and storage sheds to the office, 
employees 1 bank, and brewhouse proper.



See continuation sheet - page 4

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Duluth Quad. 

UMT References

2.2 acres
Quadrangle scale 7.5
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Verbal boundary description and justification

vSee continuation sheet ,;. :

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A COUnty N/A code N/A

state N/A code county N/A code

name/title Charles W. Nelson, Historical Architect

organization date April 26, 1983

street & number sneflin^%fstbr> Center •^••'

city or town St. Paul state ^ Minnesota?

12. State Historic Preservation Off icer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify^hat it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Najtiopal Park Servicf

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title
Russell W. Fridley
State Historic Preservation Officer date
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(1) Bottling Works (PIVOTAL)

The Bottling Works is the easternmost element in the complex of buildings 
fronting on Superior Street. It was constructed in 1907 in accordance with 
designs by Louis Lehle for a total cost of $40,000. The building measures 118 
by 75 feet and is two stories in height. The principal facade is faced in 
rusticated basalt and sandstone and is comprised of eight bays symmetrically 
arranged. The central six windows on the second story are capped with semi 
circular arches. Windows on the first story have been altered with glass-block 
infill. The building is presently used for storage.

(2) Office (PIVOTAL)

The Office was constructed in 1908 in accordance with designs by Louis Lehle for 
a cost of $25,000. Like the adjacent Bottling Works, it is faced in rusticated 
basalt and sandstone. It is two stories in height, three bays wide, and sym 
metrical in arrangement. The building measures 35 by 85 feet. A stepped 
parapet is positioned over the center bay. This is the most elaborate structure 
in the complex from an interior standpoint, having a beamed ceiling with central 
stained glass skylight, stained and varnished woodwork, and an ornate bank 
teller's cage with cast iron vault. This building functioned both as adminis 
trative offices and as Fitger T s banking operation for employees. The structure 
continues to serve as office for the complex.

(3) Gymnasium (CONTRIBUTIVE)

Constructed in 1920 this one-story structure served as a storage building and a 
gymnasium for brewery employees and the general public. It is simple in detailing 
and faced in brick. It measures 57 by 72 feet. It is now vacant and in a 
deteriorating condition.

(4) Mill House and Brew House (PIVOTAL)

This four-story structure is actually comprised of two buildings sharing a 
common wall. The rear portion or Brew House is the older of the two elements, 
being constructed in 1892-93. It and the adjoining Mill House, erected in 1900, 
are constructed of brick. The Mill House fronts on Superior Street and boasts a 
distinctive facade of rusticated basalt and sandstone. It is two bays wide and 
capped by a parapet. The second and third stories are incorporated within two- 
story semi-circular arches. These buildings measure 26 by 95 feet. They are 
presently vacant. The Mill and Brew Houses were remodelled in 1906 under the 
direction of architect Louis Lehle.

(see continuation sheet)
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(5) and (6) Stock Houses #1 and #2 (PIVOTAL)

Stock Houses #1 and #2 are the westernmost elements in the portion of the brewery 
complex fronting on Superior Street. Both structures are three stories in height 
and are distinguished by expansive facades of rusticated basalt and sandstone 
sparingly punctuated by small windows. These structures served as stock and. aging 
houses for the beer produced in the adjacent Mill and Brew Houses. Stock House 
#1 was constructed in 1886 and survives as the oldest element in the brewery com 
plex. It was designed by architect F.W. Wolf (a partner with Louis Lehle) and 
measures 40 by 70 feet. Stock House #2 was constructed in 1899 by an unknown 
architect. It measures 50 by 95 feet. Both Stock Houses were slightly remodelled 
in 1902. Both structures are presently vacant.

The Stables and Garage is a utilitarian two story brick building with segmental- 
arched window and door openings. It is situated at the far western end of the 
brewery property, isolated from the rest of the buildings in the complex. The 
building was designed by Louis Lehle and erected in 1911. It measures 62 by 89 
feet and is presently in a vacant and deteriorating condition.

(8) Wash and Racking House (PIVOTAL)

Designed by Louis Lehle and erected in 1903, the Wash and Racking House is com 
prised of two sections measuring 118 by 82 and 120 by 60 feet. Both sections 
are constructed of brick and are utilitarian in appearance with no ornamentation. 
The Wash and Racking House is presently vacant and in a deteriorating condition.

(9) Boiler House and Smokestack (PIVOTAL)

The Boiler House is a two story brick structure with segmentally-arched window 
openings. It was constructed in 1905 and measures 56 by 60 feet. The smokestack 
at the southeastern corner of the Boiler House is constructed of brick with a 
flaring cap and rises 100 feet in height. The boilers in this building are no 
longer utilized and the building is vacant and deteriorating. This structure was 
designed by Duluth architects Oliver Traphagen and Francis Fitzpatrick.

(10) Ice Machine Building (PIVOTAL)

Erected in 1890 under the direction of the Consolidated Ice Machine Company, this 
building is trapezoidal in plan measuring 51 feet in length at the western wall and 
40 feet at the eastern wall; it is 40 feet wide. The building is constructed of 
brick and is two stories high. The design is utilitarian in nature with segmentally 
arched window openings. The Ice Machine Building is presently vacant and 
deteriorating.
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Architects and Builders

Structure

Stock House #1
Old Bottling Works
Stables & Barn
Boiler, House &

Boilers
Ice Machinery Bldg.
Brew Bouse
Barn
Settling Room

Stock Bouse #2
Mill Bouse
Stock Bouse #1

(remodeling)
Stock Bouse #2

(remodeling)
Wash & Racking Bouse
Stock Bouse #1

(remodeling)
Boiler House

(remodeling)
Smokestack
Mill & Brew Bouse

(remodeling)
Ice House
Bottling Works
Office
Stables & Garage
Ice House

(remodeling)
Gymnasium
Wagon Shed

Stone Retaining Wall
Water Tower
Pump Bouse
Bottling Works

(remodeling)
Ice Bouse (razed)

uate
Built

1886
1888
1889
1890

1890
1892-93
1894
1896

1899
1900
1902

1902

1903
1905

1905

1905
1906

1906
1907
1908
1911
1918

1920
1925

1928
1933
1944
1958

1964

Architect

F.W. Wolf
W. Griesser
Unknown
0 . Traphagen

Consolidated Ice
Unknown
Unknown
0. Traphagen

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown

L. Lehle
Unknown

Unknown

G. Thomson
L. Lehle

W.A. Bunt
L. Lehle
L. Lehle
L. Lehle
Unknown

Unknown
Giliuson,
Ellingsen,
Erickson
C.D. Ferguson
T.J. Shefchik
T.J. Shefchik
Unknown

—

Builder

Unknown
Unknown
J.S. Pearce
M. Miller

Machine Co.
Unknown
Unknown
Schlenness &
Miller

M. Campbell
C.E. Evans
Unknown

Lounsberry

McLeod & Smith
Unknown

McLeod & Smith

G. Thomson
Unknown

Unknown
J.W. Billiard
J.W. Billiard
McLeod & Smith
Unknown

Unknown
Unknown

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

—

Original
Cost

Unknown
Unknown
$1,500
$7,000

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

$10,000
$22,840
Unknown

$8,500

$20,700
Unknown

$6,000

Unknown
Unknown

$2,000
$40,000
$25,000
$24,000
Unknown

Unknown
Unknown

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

_._
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Verbal Boundary Description - Exhibit A:

Lot One (1), "FITGERS ADDITION" to Duluth, according to the recorded plat thereof of 
record in the office of the Register of Deeds of St. Louis County EXCEPT that part of 
FITGER'S ADDITION OF DULUTH, adjoining Block 4 of PORTLAND DIVISION, both of said plats 
on file and of record in the office of the Register of Deeds and/or Registrar of 
Titles, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the Northwesterly corner of said FITGER'S ADDITION on the southerly line 
of Superior Street and being common with the Northeasterly corner of said Block 4, 
PORTLAND DIVISION, thence North 42° 00' East along the said southerly line of Superior 
Street a distance of 82.00 feet to a point; thence south 48 00' East a distance of 
95.00 feet to a point; thence south 39° 31' West a distance of 46.17 feet to a point; 
thence South 37° 13 T 10" West a distance of 36.00 feet to the Southeasterly corner of 
said Block 4 of PORTLAND DIVISION: thence North 48° 00 T West along the easterly line 
of said Block 4 of PORTLAND DIVISION, a distance of 100.00 feet to the point of 
beginning.

Beginning at a point on the southwesterly line of lot one in Block four in that part 
of Duluth formerly called Portland, which point is one hundred feet southeasterly 
from the southeasterly line of Superior Street, as shown upon said plat, thence running 
along a line drawn from the last described point northeasterly at right angles to said 
southwesterly line of said lot one to a point, which point is the intersection of the 
last described line with the northwesterly line of the right of way of The Duluth and 
Iron Range Railroad Company, as the said right of way is described, and defined in that 
certain lease bearing date September 7, 1887, from the St. Paul and Duluth Railroad 
Company to :said Duluth and Iron Range Railroad Company, recorded in Book E of Agreements 
on page 480, in said Register of Deeds' Office; thence northeasterly along the 
northwesterly line of the said right of way to the Northeasterly line of Lot Nineteen 
in Block Three, according to said plat; thence northwesterly along said northeasterly 
line of said lot Nineteen to the center line of Superior Street, aforesaid, thence; 
southwesterly along the center line of said Superior Street one hundred ninety feet 
to a point of intersection with the extended southwesterly line of said lot one in 
said block four; thence southeasterly along said southwesterly line of said lot one 
a distance of one hundred forty feet to the place of beginning, except all that part 
of the lands above described which lie west of the westerly line of Washington Avenue 
as shown upon the plat of that part of Duluth formerly called Portland, according to 
the recorded plat thereof.
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