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Name of Structure: 

Present Owner: 

Owner Address:

24 East Main Street
Mount Pleasant, Sanpete County, Utah

Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library 
<>.3Hv^/e kikrtthy Til) 
Mount Pleasant City Corporation

UTM: 12 461000 4377320 

T. R. S.

115 West Main, Mt. Pleasant, Utah 84647

Year Built (Tax Record): 
Legal Description

Effective Age: 
Kind of Building:

Tax#: S-16142

Commencing 80 feet East of Northwest corner of Lot 2, Block 39, Plat A, Mount Pleasant 
City Survey; thence South 75 feet, East 80 feet, North 75 feet, West 80 feet to beginning- 
Less than one acre.

Original Owner: Mount Pleasant City Corp. Construction Date: 1917 Demolition Date:

Original Use: Education - Library 

Building Condition: Integrity:

Present Use: Education - Library 

Preliminary Evaluation: Final Register Status:

D Excellent D Site D Unaltered 

E§ Good D Ruins 18 Minor Alterations 

D Deteriorated D Major Alterations
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Street Address:_________________________________________Site No:__________
August Larsen 

Architect/Builder: Waiter E . Ware 3^ Alberto Q. Treganza/Bent R. Hansen, and Jbhn Stansfield

Building Materials: Masonry - Brick

x Building Type/Style: Prairie___________________________________________
DC

 ** Description of physical appearance & significant architectural features:
(Include additions, alterations, ancillary structures, and landscaping if applicable)

The Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library, like a majority of the Carnegie libraries 
built in Utah, is a one story rectangular building with a raised basement. It 
is distinctive, however, in that it is one of three Carnegie libraries 
designed in the Prairie Style which has survived to the present. Classical 
Revival decorative schemes and variants of them seem to have been the 
preferred stylistic choice for the small town library. Typical of the Prairie 
Style as it was commonly used in small public buildings in small towns is the 
low massing and raised basement, the banding of the windows, the low pitch hip 
roof with a wide overhang, the concrete band three quarters of the way up the 
walls, and the geometric decorative elements.

The Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library varies from all of the other Carnegie 
libraries in Utah, with the exception of the Chapman Branch Library in Salt 
Lake City, because its door is not centered on the facade. Typical of the 
Prairie Style, access to the interior is not direct, but is gained by entering 
through the sides of the bay which projects from the center of the facade. 
Flat roof hoods supported by thin brick piers accentuate the entrances. The 
bay divides the facade into thirds, each having three long rectangular windows 
topped by small square windows. The mull ions between windows on all sides of

(See continuation sheet)

5 Statement of Historical Significance: Construction Date: 1917 
^ Built in 1917, the Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library is significant as one of 
§ sixteen remaining Carnegie libraries of the twenty-three built in Utah. 
£ Thirteen of the sixteen library buildings maintain their original integrity 
x and are included in the Carnegie Library Thematic Resource Nomination. In 

addition to making significant contributions to public education in their 
respective communities, these libraries are Utah's representatives of the 
important nation-wide Carnegie library program, and they document its 
unparalleled effect in the establishment of community-supported, free public 
libraries in Utah. The Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library is also 
architecturally significant as an excellent example of the local expression of 
the Prairie Style in Utah, a distillation of the style made popular in the 
Chicago area. It is one of only three Carnegie libraries in the state 
designed in that style, and is one of the best of less than twenty well 
preserved examples of the style in the state.

The Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library was built in 1917 with a $10,000 grant 
from millionaire/philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. Carnegie funded the 
construction of over 1650 library buildings in the U.S., 23 of which were 
built in Utah communities. The conditions upon which all Carnegie grants were 
given were that the recipient community donate the building site and provide 
an annual maintenance budget of at least 10% of the grant amount.

This building is the first and only building constructed specifically for 
library use in Mount Pleasant, although a library program had been started in 
the town about five years previous to the construction of the Carnegie 
library. Around 1912, the Home Culture and Twentieth Century ladies' clubs 
organized a small library which consisted of about 50 privately donated books

(See continuation sheet)



Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library 
Description continued:

the building terminate in capital-like elements at the cornice. Particularly 
distinctive are the inset tile geometric decorative elements that are 
symmetrically arranged on the building below the concrete band that divides 
the long window segments from the short window segments.

The only alteration made to the exterior of the library is the addition of a 
small brick structure to the north side of the building (n.d.). It was built 
as a vestibule for an entrance to the basement. The brick has been 
sensitively matched with that of the original building, and it has a hip roof 
so that the addition is not intrusive and in no way affects the original 
integrity of the building.

Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library 
History continued:

and a small traveling collection. The old Armory (Hansen) Hall (apparently 
demolished) served as the home of the library until about 1915, when it was 
combined with the public school library and relocated in a room in the 
Hamilton School Building (demolished). By that time the number of books had 
increased to over 1000. Soon after the formation of the combined library, a 
committee was appointed to petition Andrew Carnegie for a $10,000 library 
grant for the city. Land for the building was donated by the local 
organization of the LDS church, and a library tax proposal to provide the 
$1,000 annual maintenance fee was approved by a three to one majority in a 
special election. The building was designed by the architectural firm of Ware 
& Treganza and was built by Bent R. Hansen, August Larsen, and John 
Stansfield, local builders and contractors. The library building was 
dedicated on February 15, 1917.

The Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library is one of the important works of the Salt 
Lake City based architectural firm of Ware & Treganza, one of the most 
prolific and successful architectural firms in Utah during the first two 
decades of the twentieth century. Although best known for their residential 
designs, they also designed numerous commercial and institutional buildings in 
Salt Lake City and throughout the state. Ware & Treganza designed at least 
three other Carnegie library buildings in Utah, including those in Lehi, 
Springville, and American Fork. The styling of each of their Carnegie 
libraries was different, and the Mount Pleasant Carnegie Library is the only 
one they designed in the Prairie Style.


