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Site No.

Street Address: 260 W^s* Center Stfeefe Sc. .'/»; 0

Name of Structure: Thuesen-Petersen House

Present Owner: Anna Day

Owner Address: BOX 72, Scipio, Utah 84656

Year Built (Tax Record): 
Legal Description

Effective Age: 
Kind of Building:

Pt Block 36 Lot 1 Plat A Scipio City Survey

UTM: 12/404770/4343960

T. R. S.

Plat A Block 36 Lot 1

Tax#:

C/3

Original Owner: John Thuesen

Original Use: dwelling

Building Condition: Integrity:

Construction Date: c * Demolition Date: 

Present Use: dwellinS 

Preliminary Evaluation: Final Register Status:

^'Excellent LJ Site D Unaltered 

D Good D Ruins p^t/linor Alterations 

D Deteriorated D Major Alterations
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Photography:

Views:

Research Sources:
[^Abstract of Title 

ji^Plat Records /Map 

it/Tax Card & Photo 

[J Building Permit 

D Sewer Permit

Date of Slides: 

D Front D Side D Rear LI. Other

D Sanborn Maps 

(jXcity Directories 
^Biographical Encyclopedias 

CK Obiturary Index 

p^County & City Histories

IjXs'ignif leant Q Not of the D National Landmark D District 

D Contributory Historic Period D National Register D Multi-Resource 

D Not Contributory D State Register U Thematic

Slide No.: Date of Photographs: Photo.No.: 

Views: D Front D Side D Rear D Other

D Newspapers 

B^Utah State Historical Society 
K Personal Interviews 

D IDS Church Archives 

[{XuDS Genealogical Society

D U of U Library

D BYU Library 
D USU Library 

D SLC Library 

D Other

Bibliographical References (books, articles, records, interviews, old photographs and maps, etc.):

Millard County Records
Genealogical Records, LDS Church
U.S. Census 1880'
Interview with Anna Day, December 11, 1980
Interview with Christine Petersen, April 10, 1981.

Researcher: Tom Carter, Deborah R. Temme, Fred Aegerter Date: 1981



Street Address: Site Not 

Architect/Builder:

j2" Building Materials:
o ...-...-

Building Type/Style: YpnvL U<?v$vi

Description of physical appearance & significant architectural features:
(Include additions, alterations, ancillary structures, and landscaping if applicable)
This house is an example of the TYPE IV pair house, a type distinguished by 
the presence of an indented porch on the facade. The house is built of a 
locally fired, yellow brick with the walls laid in a common bond fashion. 
Originally the house was only a single story and had straight gable roof and 
stove chimneys paired internally on the ridge. The distinctive second story 
which stands today was added in 1887. Expanding tdrie house here simply meant 
adding a second story gabled room to each of the existing three bays. The 
house mixes Greek Revival and Victorian stylistic impulses.

g Statement of Historical Significance: Construction Date:

^ The Thuesen-Petersen house is significant as an example of Scandinavian
£ vernacular architecture in Utah. The house contributes historically to the
~ thematic nomination, "The Scandinavian-American Pair-house in Utah.

The house was originally built by John Thuesen around 1870. Thuesen was a 
farmer who was born near Copenhagen, Denmark in 1843. Baptised with his 
family into the LDS Church in 1856, Thuesen married in 1865 and then emigrated 
to Utah, settling in at Gunnison by Christmas of 1866. In the late 1860s ̂ 
Thuesen moved on over the mountain to Scipio and built this home for his 
growing family. By 1876, the restless Thuesen was on the move again, this 
time making the journey back to Sevier County where he took up permanent 
residence. Francis Fuller was the next owner of the house, but sold it to 
Jens Petersen in 1879.

The house is primarily associated with Jens Petersen who was born in Ramsin,
Hvidberg, Denmark in 1860. Jens, his father, Niels, and brother Andreas,
emigrated to Utah in 1875. This immigrant trio was unusual in that none of
them was a member of the IDS Church. Undoubtedly they were lured to Utah by
favorable reports flowing back to Denmark from those Mormons who had
previously emigrated. In 1879, Jens bought the Thuesen house and apparently
the three men lived here until Andreas could build himself a fine brick house
just across the stree to the east (the house still stands) . Both brothers
were engaged in separate and competing merchantile operations. In 1887, Jens
added the second story to the home and also built a new frane store across the
back at this time. Though blinded by fever shortly after his arrival in Utah,
Jens was a successful merchant and stockman and is said to one of the few
Scipioites who could "pay income tax." Following Jens' death in 1936, the
house was sold and the store detached and moved several blocks up to Main
Street where it continues to operate today in its original capacity. -, lnnn

6 ^ J ; SEP f 1982


