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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Caretaker's Cabin, Cedar Breaks National Monument, is located off Rim Road in 
the southeast corner of the monument. The cabin is surrounded by pine, fir, 
Engelmann spruce, and subalpine wildflowers.

Buili in 1937 as a Civilian Conservation Corps project, the one story, two room, 
L-plan building has 700 square feet with a 102 square foot covered porch. The log 
constructed building is on a stone masonry foundation. The walls are brown painted 
peeled log with saddlenotched corners and buttressed log crowning. A battered 
stone masonry chimney is on one end; another stone masonry chimney is on the opposite 
end of the cabin. The wood shingled gable roof has exposed peeled log rafter ends and 
purlins.' The inset covered porch has a stone floor. The windows are double hung, four 
light casement. Originally the cabin had board and batten shutters. The interior 
spaces were altered and the living room fireplace was sealed in 1954. These 
changes have not lessened the integrity of the building in conveying the expression 
of architectural design and construction technology. The building retains the 
essential features of the 1930 f s. The building is onftfes original location; it 
is in fair condition. The building is used for seasonal housing.

The survey of the Caretaker's Cabin was completed by Lance Olivierri, a consultant 
on historic properties, and urider the supervision of Supervisory Historical Architect, 
Rodd L. Wheaton during March 1978. Mr, Olivierri used the criteria established by 
the National Register of Historic Places for his evaluations and the structure was 
entered on the Rocky Mountain Regional Office List of Classified Structures Inventory.
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The Caretaker's Cabin, Cedar Breaks National Monument, is iregionalXyJ significant " 
in the area of architecture. The peeled log and stone masonry construction was 
one style of rustic architecture used by the National Park Service during the 
significant park building program in the 1930's as a part of the Public Works 
Administration. Although, the actual construction of this building was completed by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps, the philosophy that required each building to be 
individually designed for its specific location was that of the National Park Service. 
The craftmanship of the log and masonry construction reflects the pioneer spirit 
of using native materials and exemplifies the "hearth and home" quality of rustic 
architecture. The design of the Caretaker's Cabin is a good example of a park i 
structure which is harmonious with the natural setting and supports the "primary 
purpose in setting aside Park areas, which is to conserve them as nearly as possible 
in the natural state."

Wheaton, Rodd L.
"Building for the National Parks in the Rocky Mountain West, 1872-1966,"



Building Maintenance File, Cedar Breaks National Menument, 1955, National Park Service,
Rocky Mountain Regional Office, Denver, Colorado. 

List of Classified Structures Inventory. National Park Service, Rocky Mountain Regional
Office, Denver, Colorado. 

Tweed, William, Soulliere, Laura, and Law, Henry. National Park Service Architecture;
1916-1942. National Park Service; 1977. (see continuation sheet *>
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Caretaker's Cabin is off the south side of Rim Road and approximately one mile
from the Monument's south entrance. The nominated property is approximately .^00 sq, ft,
and less than one acre.

J
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unpublished manuscript, 1980.
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