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Continuation Sheet No, 1 

Wisconsin Avenue Historic District

general Character;
The Wisconsin Avenue Historic District is a small, cohesive group of four ... 
buildings, located on the north side of Wisconsin Avenue at the intersection with 
Ifeple Avenue* These residential buildings are significant architecturally as fine 
representative examples of styles popular in Waukesha from aid to late nineteenth 
century. In addition, the district was associated with the resort era which was 
instrumental in the development of Waukesha*

The district consists of three frame buildings and one building veneered with cream 
city brick* These residential buildings are located in Cutler's First Addition to 
Waukesha, which contains one of the oldest parts of the City* Within the district, 
the oldest house is a frame Italianate house at ^06 Wisconsin Avenue erected prior 
to 1871. The building is two stories with Italianate details such as brackets 
terminating in heavy pendants* The Putney Cottage is smaller in scale than the 
other three buildings in the District and the best remaining example in Waukesha 
of the Italianate cottage style*

in 1883 Aaron Putney's son-in-law, Samuel HadfieM moved the Putney house to the 
present location, She Eadfield House (2*02 Wisconsin) was then located on the 
cleared site* One of the few Second Empire buildings in Waukesha, the Hadfield 
House is a symmetrical building capped by a mansard roof* It stands two stories 
in height with the mansard roof covering an additional level of living space. The 
facade is symmetrically composed with a central pavilion projecting to fora the 
entrance* The window pairs are set beneath pediaented hood molds and bargeboards 
decorate the dormer gable peaks. Constructed at the height of the resort era, the 
Hadfield House could easily accommodate sixty guests.

The Showerman House (352 Wisconsin) was constructed c. 1900 and is a somewhat 
simplified version of the Hadfield House. The proportions and fenestration are 
identical to those of the Hadfield House; however, the building appears more 
austere, lacking the decorative window heads, bargeboards and bracketted porch 
posts.

The Street-Waite house was originally a private residence, erected in the 1880's. 
This is one of the fine Victorian Italianate residences constructed of cream brick 
in the city. The design of this two-story structure is drawn from the Victorian 
Italianate style, and is a more highly decorated and asymmetrical version of the 
Italianate style. The fenestration is capped by segmental arches, with stone 
keystones and imposts. A group of three windows appears in the gable end, partly 
screened by decorative trusswork at the peak.

Significance t
The four buildings which fora the Wisconsin Avenue Historic District offer 
an excellent example of an older residential area near the downtown which, at one 
time, provided both accommodations for the springs tourists, trade and housing 
for some of Waukesha f s most prominent citizens. The Badfield House, at 1*02 
Wisconsin Avenue, is nominated not only for architectural significance but also 
because of its association with Waukesha*s development as a resort center* The 
other three buildings in the district are nominated because they represent a style, 
period or method of construction*



Historical Background;
The Wisconsin Avenue Historic District is located in one of the oldest sections of 
Waukesha, and is situated opposite the homestead site of Morris Cutler, pioneer 
settler (site is now Cutler Park)* Homes of many prominent citizens were once 
located on Wisconsin Avenue; however, since the area is located only three blocks 
from the heart of downtown Waukesha, the growth of the commercial district has 
since destroyed or altered many of the structures surrounding the district. As 
discussed below in greater detail, the area was also well located in relation to 
Waukesha f s many springs: the Bethesda Springs was five blocks away and the ornate 
Hygeia Springs was only one block away* As a result, the HSadfield House was built 
to acaoteodate the rising tourist trade in 1883-4 and a similar rooming house, 
the Showerman House across the Maple Avenue was built about 1900. The smaller 
Aaron Putney cottage was built prior to the tourist surge and had to be moved a 
few feet to make way for the Hadfield House* The remaining building, the Street/ 
Waite House, was originally owned by the superintendent of the Wautoesha County 
Manufacturing Company, a large woolen mill and Waukesha's largest employer for 
many years*
Period of historical significance t 1870 - 1917

Area Of Significance - Associated With the Cormne-rcjar Development -of^Waxakesha
(toe structure in the Wisconsin Avenue Historic District, the HadfleM House, is 
nominated in part because of its association with Waukesha's Springs Era. This 
Era began with the announcement, in 1869, that the water of Bethesda Springs had 
health giving qualities. The springs attracted tourists in increasing numbers 
until tourism peaked in 1895. The Hadfield House was one of several smaller hotels 
and rooming houses built to take advantage of the need for accommodations. One 
other hotel from this era, the National Hotel, also survives and has been individ­ 
ually nominated. Because both the Hadfield House and the National Hotel were within 
or close to the downtown, they were able to operate as year-round commercial hotels 
rather than closing after the season* The Hadfield House was not a large hotel, 
but was capable Of accommodating 60 guests, fhe Showerman House, built around 
1900, also accomodated tourists to the city's springs. 
Area of Significance - Architecture;
The Wisconsin Avenue Historic District contains four pivotal buildings considered 
to be significant as representatives of a type, period or method of construction* 
The Aaron lutney cottage is a fine example of the Ttalianate cottage design; the 
City of Waukesha contains a number of fine examples of Italian Villa and Victorian 
Itallanate structures but the Putney cottage is an important and rare example of 
the simpler cottage form of the Itallanate style. The Hadfield House is one of the 
few examples of the Second Empire style in Waukesha and is distinguished by the fine 
detailing of fenestration porch and dormers* The Showerman is another Second Empire 
rooming house which echoes the design of the Hadfield House in terms of its pro­ 
portions and fenestration; however, this building Is more austere, i*/»iring the window, 
porch and gable peak decoration* The Street/foaite House is a fine Victorian 
Italianate design of cream city brick with fenestration capped by segmental arches, 
stone imposts and keystones plus decorative trusswork In the gable peak*



Continuation Sheet No* 3 

Wisconsin Avenue Historic District 

Justification:
The siailar two-and three-story seals as well as orientation, with the min facade 
of each building Ideated on the long axis facing Wisconsin Avenue to the south, 
creates a unified group of buildings. Buildings located to the west and north are 
generally nineteenth century buildings, nany of which are Greek Revival designs. 
These are generally snail seals buildings which suffer from a loss of integrity* 
Twentieth century buildings, primarily cosmercial and a parking area are located 
to the east. A Major eity street, Wisconsin Avenue, forms the southern boundary 
for the district, separating the district from Cutler Bark*

Boundary Description!
The Wisconsin Avenue Historic District is composed of four . buildings. The 
boundary begins on Grand Avenue at the west lot line of 406 Wisconsin Avenue, running 
east to the east lot line of 348 Wisconsin Avenue; then turning north along the east 
lot line* The boundary turns west* following the north lot lines of the four 
buildings to the west lot line of 406 Wisconsin Avenue where it turns south to the 
point of origin*

Acreage; 1 acre

USGS quadrange: Waukesha, Wi. (7.5)

UTM References;

a. 16/399600/4762440
b. 16/399720/4762440
c. 16/399600/4762400
d. 16/399720/4762400
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Wisconsin Avenue Historic District 

Properties within the District;

3*18 Wisconsin Avenue Street-Waite House k/2k P
352 Wisconsin Avenue Showermn House k/25 P
k02 Wisconsin Avenue Hadfield House If/26 P
k06 Wisconsin Avenue Putney House k/27 P
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SURVEY FORM Historic Preservation Division State Historical Society or Wisconsin
City, Village or Town: County:

' WAUKESHA WAUKESHA
Street Address:

1*06 Wisconsin Avenue
Current Name & Use:

Residence - Apartments
Film Roll No.

27 N" |B|
s

Original Name & Use: Source

2
Aaron Putney House A

Dates of Construction /Alteration Source

pre 18?1 A
Architect and/or Builder: Source

Not known

3 Architectural Significance
O Represents work of a master 
OP°ssesses high artistic values 
(^Represents a type, period, or method of construction 
8 Is a visual landmark in the area 

Other: Q None

Architectural Statement:

See Continuation Sheet

ft Sources of Information (Reference to Above)
fdFufCiit and Biographical Record, of

A Waukesha County, p. 340

B

C

D

E

F

Surveyor: Date:

HRTB 2AO/82
Legal Description: pfc. SEjj- & Acreage:

NE£ Sec. 3 T6N RX9E 
Lots llf & 15 Blk k Cutler's kdd.

Current Owner:

James L. Janikowski
Cjirrent Owner's Address:
J&5W Kostner Lane 
Hew Berlin, WI 53151
Special Features Not VisiWe In Photographs: 

"^

Interior visited? OYes ^) No

Previous Owners Dates Uses Source

4 Historical Significance
O Assoc. with lives of significant persons 
O Assoc. with significant historical events 
O Assoc. with development of a locality 
O Other:
® None

Historical Statement: Putney moved to
Waukesha in 1867 and opened a general 
store with John S. Buckner. Putney pur­ 
chased Buckner's Store a few years later 
and operated the store alone until his 
death in 1876. (A) The Aaron Putney 
house, a fine Italianate cottage, was 
erected prior to 18?1 on the corner of 
Wisconsin Ave. and Maple Ave. In 1882-83, 
the house was moved to its present locatio 
(a few feet west of the original site) by 
Putney's son-in-law Samuel HadfieM prior 
to the construction of his boarding house. 
(kQS. Wise. Ave. WK k/26)

ft Representation in Previous Surveys

QHABS QNAER 2OWIHP QNRHP O landmark 
O other:

^ Condition

Oexcellent 0«ood Of air Ojjoor O ruins

8 District: Wisconsin Ave. Historic Dist.

©pivotal O contributing O non-contributing 

Initials: jfegV. date: //A?/^

O Opinion of National Register Eligibility

& eligible Onot eligible O unknown 
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AARON HJTNEY HOUSE (kOS Wisconsin Avenue) 
Intensive Survey Form - Continuation Sheet (1)

ARCHHECTURAL STATEMENT:

Description of Aaron Putney house; Although the Putney house appears to be a relatively 
small rectangular structure, it is actually L shaped in plan with a large wing extending 
to the north. The building is fcro stories in height and sheathed with clapboards. 
The front rectangular block of the building is oriented with the long axis to the street 
and covered by a low pitched gable roof, pierced in the center by the single brick 
chimney. Enlivening the wide eaves are simple frame brackets terminating in heavy 
pendants. A similar, bulbous pendant occupies the peak of each gable. The fenestration 
of the facade is not symmetrically arranged and consists of three windows and an 
entrance. The entrance is located slightly off center and sheltered by a small porch 
with bracketted posts. Although windows appear only on the first story of the facade, 
windows in the gable ends provide light for the second story. Windows are 6/6 sash.

Significance of Aaron Putney house; Architecturally significant .as a representative 
example of a period of construction, the Putney house remains as a fine example of 
the Italianate cottage mode of design. The City of Waukesha contains a number of fine 
examples of Italian Villas and Victorian Italianate buildings but the Putney house 
is an important, and rare example of the simpler cottage form of this style and retains 
distinctive ornamentation.



/ INTENSIVE SURVEY FORM Historic Preservation Division State Historical Society of Wisconsin
City, Village or Town: County:

1 Waukesha Waukesha
Street Address:

3^8 Wisconsin Avenue
Current Name & Use:

Residence - Apartments
Film Roll No."""*" N0 ifiH^

S - --.—

Original Name & Use: Source
2 Richard Street Residence/ 

John Waite Residence A/D
Dates of Construction /Alteration Source

between i860 and 188? B/C
Architect and/or Builder: Source

Not known

3 Architectural Significance
O Represents work of a master 
O Possesses high artistic values 
® Represents a type, period, or method of construction 
8 Is a visual landmark in the area

Other: O None

Architectural Statement:

See Continuation Sheet

^ Sources of Information (Reference to Above)
Waukesha Freeman % Dec. 12, 1878 

A Vol. XX No. 50 p. 3

g Birds Eye Map of Waukesha 1880

£ Birds Eye Map of Waukesha 188?

D Waukesha City Directories 1890,92

g 1880 County History, p. 832

F

Surveyor: Date:

HNTB 2AO/82
Legal Description: S6C» t>E3 Acreage:
T6N R19E Cutlers Add. Blk 3 
Lot 9 & Wj of Lot 10
Current Owner:

William D. Godfrey
Current Owner's Address:
S53 W26W*5 Pox Vale ct.
Waukesha, WI
Special Features Not VisiWe In Photographs:
The building is now an apartment hou^eV-

Interior visited? £)Yes Q No

Previous Owners Dates Uses Source

*

4 Historical Significance
O Assoc. with lives of significant persons 
OASSOC. with significant historical events 
O Assoc. with development of a locality 
O Other:
© None

Historical Statement:

See Continuation Sheet

/| Representation in Previous Surveys
OHABS QNAER ©WIHP QNRHP O landmark
O other:

TF Condition
O excellent ©good Of air Oj>oor O ruins

8 District: Wisconsin Ave. Historic Dist. ———— ———————————————————
©pivotal O contributing O non-contributing

Initials: X&AL date: ///jLj/1(l>'

O Opinion of National Register Eligibility

Ok eligible Onot eligible O unknown

Onational O state O local initials; ffyCt
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.RICHARD STREET RESIDENCE /JOHN WAITE RESIDENCE (3^ Wisconsin Avenue) 
Intensive Survey Form - Continuation Sheet (1)

Architectural Description; The Street -Wait e house dates from c. i860 and is one of 
the fine cream brick residences remaining in Waukesha. ^he design of this two story 
structure is drawn from the Victorian Italianate style, and is a more highly decorated 
and more asymmetrical version of the Italianate style. The main body of the house 
is two stories (plus attic) and topped by a gable roof, with ridge running east-west. 
Projecting to the south (and forming the main facade) is a two story gable roofed section, 
distinguished by the inclusion of a two story bay window, (capped by iron cresting) 
balanced by the main entrance and upper window. Fenestration is capped by segmental 
arches, with stone keystones and imposts, throughout the design. A group of three 
windows appears in the gable end and is partially screened by the decorated trusswork 
in -the peak.

* *

Architectural Significance; Reflecting the inf liience of the Italianate style in massing 
and ornamentation, the Waite house in architecturally significant as a representative 
example of a period of construction. Although built on a slightly different plan, 
this building employs the cream brick and stone highlights typical of a number of 
residences constructed in the I870 f s and 1880*8, See: Frame House, 50? N. Grand Ave., 
WK lA5> Moore House, 307 E. Main Street, WK kZ/lk; Buchner House, 609 E. Broadway, 
WK 38/23; Blair House, k3k Mstdison, WK

Historical Statement; The exact date of construction and ownership of this building is 
unclear; however, an early newspaper account mentions Richard Street had purchased 
the residence property from a Mrs. Wolcott in 18?8 and intended to make improvements 
in. 1879* (A) The i860 map does show a smaller house on the lot, so perhaps the present 
appearance resulted from a remodeling in 1879-80. The 1887 Birds Eye does show the 
present configuration. By at least 1890 the residence was the property of John Waite. (D) 
Richard Street was the Superintendent of the Waukesha County Manufacturing Co., the 
large woolen nill erected in 1866, when the home was built. (E)



-•INTENSIVE SURVEY FORM Historic Preservation Division State Historical Society 6t Wisconsin
City, Village or Town: County:

WAUKESHA WAUKESHA
Street Address:

352 Wisconsin Avenue
Current Name & Use:

Residence - Apartments
Film Roll No.

_______ . _
3

Original Name & Use: Source

2 W. F. Showerman House A/B
Dates of Construction /Alteration Source

c. 1900 A"
Architect and/or Builder: Source

Not known

3 Architectural Significance
O Represents work of a master 
O Possesses high artistic values 
Q[ Represents a type, period, or method of construction 
8 Is a visual landmark in the area 

Other: O None

Architectural Statement:
See Continuation Sheet

£ Sources of Information (Reference to Above)

A Sanborn Per r is Map of Waukesha 1901

B Waukesha Tax Rolls 1900 (UWM-ABC)

C Waukesha City Directories, 1898, 1902

D
E
F

Surveyor: Date:

HRPB 2/10/82
Legal Description: Sec. SE 3 Acreage:
T6N R19E Cutlers Add. 
Blk 3 S100 1 of Lot 8

Current Owner:

William D. & Loyala Godfrey
Current Owner's Address:

S53 W261&5 Fox Vale Ct. r Waukesha
Special Features Not VisiWe In Photographs: 

Interior visited? O Yes ® No

Previous Owners Dates Uses Source

4 Historical Significance
• O Assoc. with lives of significant persons 

O Assoc. with significant historical events 
O Assoc. with development of a locality 
O Other:
® None

Historical statement: The William F. Shower 
house was built as a boarding house around 
1900 and still serves in that capacity. 
A/C

4| Representation in Previous Surveys
OHABS QNAER ©WIHP QNRHP O landmark 
O other:

TF Condition
O excellent Oeood £)fair Onoor O ruins

8 District- Wisconsin Ave. Historic Dist. ———— • ———————————————————
9 pivotal O contributing O non-contributing 

Initials: ^MCC date: S/M/fr-

O Opinion of National Register Eligibility

(^eligible Onot eligible O unknown 
O national O state 8) local initials :****/CC
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W. F. SHOWERMAN HOUSE (352 Wisconsin Avenue) 
Intensive Survey Form - Continuation Sheet (1)

ARCHITECTURAL STATEMENT:

Description of W. F. Showerman House; This two and one-half story frame house echoes 
the design of the Second Empire boarding house, located at 402 Wisconsin Avenue 
(Hadfield House WK k/2.6). The proportions and fenestration are identical; however, 
this building appears more austere, and lacks the decorative window heads and 
bracketted porch posts. The porch which does extend across the facade is derived 
from classical sources and includes thin columns, grouped to support the shed 
roof and the shallow pedimented gable. A residential building was located on this 
site prior to 1900. However, in 1899 W. F. Showerman purchased the property and 
either constructed this building or drastically remodeled the existing residence. 
The Showerman House repeats the massing and scale of the HadfieM House and is 
also pivotal in the Wisconsin Avenue Historic District.



INTENSIVE SURVEY FORM Historic Preservation Division State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Cjfty, Village or Town: County:

Waukesha Waukesha
Street Address:

k 02 Wisconsin Avenue
Current Name & Use :

Residence - Apartments
Film Roll No.:, N°' •SH

S
Original Name & Use: Source

2 Samuel Hadfield Guest House A/B
Dates of Construction /Alteration Source

1883-81*. B
Architect and/or Builder: Source

Not known

3 Architectural Significance
O Represents work of a master 
O Possesses high artistic values 
(5 Represents a type, period, or method of construction 
8 Is a visual landmark in the area 

Other : O None

Architectural Statement:

See Continuation Sheet

£» Sources of Information (Reference to Above)
Griswold, Wellard: Old Waukesha Bldgs. 

A Landmark Vol. 13 No. 2 1970 p. 11
Waukesha Freeman, Oct. 18, 1883

B Vol. XXV No. If2 p. 1

c
D
E
F

Surveyor: Date:

HKFB 2/B2
Legal Description: Lots lU & J-5 Acreage:
BLK k Cutler's Add. Pt SE£ & 
NEi Sec # T6N Rl9E R3521626
Current Owner:

James L. Janikowski
Current Owner's Address:

Ik^Qk Kostner Lane 
New Berlin, WT 5^51 .

Special Features Not VisiWe In Photographs:
J^,

'^'

Interior visited? Q^es C) No

Previous Owners Dates Uses Source

4 Historical Significance
O Assoc. with lives of significant persons 
O Assoc. with significant historical events 
Bp Assoc. with development of a locality 
O Other:O None PBJciod of hxstorxcai sigjl883-

————————————————————————————— 1&17- 
Historical Statement: The building Was

erected \jy Samuel HadfieM in 1883-4 as a 
hotel. Hadfield operated it as such until 
his death in 191? after which it was turna 
into apartments. It still operates as a 
rooming house. Jn order to build the hotel, 
Hadfield purchased his in-laws home next 
door (Putney House) and moved it four feet 
west. The home is an excellent example of 
the smaller hotels which developed during 
the springs era in the city and survives 
largely intact. (A/B) Its period of signi­ 

ficance is from I8w to 1°17, the years in 
which Hadfield operated the hotel.
f* Representation in Previous Surveys

QHABS QNAER ®WIHP QNRHP Q landmark 
O other:

"W Condition
O excellent Oaood Qfair Onoor O ruins

8 District: Wisconsin Ave. Historic Dist. ———— ———————————————————
® pivotal O contributing O non-contributing 

initials: ^CC date: ^>«U/f£.

O Opinion of National Register Eligibility

<5 eligible Onot eligible O unknown 
Onational O state •local initials ;DS >fc
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p. 0

8 qO nO a
g "H-
3

Avenue

n
M

H

50
B 
9 

OQ 
A

Section

Map Name

Wisconsin Avenue Historic District

ff•o

<£W <* 
ON



Architectural Description; !ftie Hadfield house i* one of the few Second Empire 
designs remaining in Waukesha. (See 352 Wise. Ave. WK V25) The building is two 
stories in height with a mansard roof covering an additional level of living space. 
The facade is symmetrically composed with a central pavilion projecting to form 
the entrance. Windows on the main two stories appear in pairs set beneath simple 
pedimented hood molds* Gable roofed window dormers, with bargeboards, are regularly 
disposed on the mansard roof. A three story bay window rises on the east side of 
the building. A one story porch composed of posts with brackets at the eave, 
extends across the facade.

Architectural Significance; Significant as a representative example of a period of 
construction, the Hadfield house is one of the few examples of the Second Empire 
style in Waukesha and is distinguished by the fine detailing of fenestration, porch 
and dormers. The Showerman House, located across the street at 352 Wisconsin Avenue, 
imitates this design. See WK


