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WAUKESHA POST OFFICE (235 W. Broadway)
Intensive Survey Farm =~ Continuation Sheet (1)

ARCHTTECTURAL STATEMENT: i 4

Description: The Post Office is an impressive Neoclassical building, prominently sited
on a triangular lot near the historic Five Points ares. Dominating the design is a
semicircular portico, supported by six fluted Doric columms. The samicircular facade of
the building contains a cemtral entrance, capped by a large transom, and entablature
supported by consoles. Pllasters further articulate the facade. The entablature of the
portico continues around the remainder of the buill ing unifying the design. Rising above
the main mass of the building is the drum of the shallow dome which is capped with a
copper roof. The exterior of the Post Office is composed of Bedford stome. A colonnade
of red marble columns, with gold Corinthian capitals, encircles the interiar lobby which
iz dominated by a coffered dome and stained glass skylight. (Continued Below)

Significance: The Post Office building is ome of the best remaining examples of Classic
Revival architecture in Waukesha, ani consequently is significant as a representative
example of a period of construction. The carefully balanced classical crnament of the
exterior, is continued in the elabarate lobby interiar, to create an impressive space.

In addition, the building is well suived to the triangular site and serves as an important
local landmark. Other examples of Classic Revival design include the Masonic Temple

(317 South St Wk 48/4), and in altered condition the Public Library (Wk 48/27), the National
Exchange Bank (309 W. Main Street Wk 6/29) and the Waukesha National Bank (831 N. Grand Ave.

wk 50/28).

HISTORICAL STATEMENT:

The Post Office was constructed in 1913 as the first federally owned post office in the
City's history. It served as the Post Office from 191k to 1962. It's life as a bank began

at that time (C).

ADDERDUM
legal Descadption: Lots 1-7 incl. Blk I Gale Barstow & Lockwood's
Plat Pt NE} Sec3 T6N RIGE Exc. Bemman (Pts Lots 3 & % -- R110/1030)

ARCHTTECTURAL STATEMENT: Desaription (Coutimmed): The supervising architect for the Post
Office was Oscar Wenderoth. Wenderoth was a nmative of Philadelphia but was first employed
in Washington D.C. in the office of the U.S. Supervising Awehitect in 1897. Ten years later
he was promoted to the post of Chief Draftsman and in 1912 was appointed head of the U.S.
Supervising Architects office. Wenderoth assisted in the preparation of plans for government
buildings, mainly Post Offices until his resignation in 1929. Wenderoth died in 1938. (D)



