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1. Name

historic Stark Union Church | .

Stark Church

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Stark Village nH o N/A not for publication

city, town Stark N/A _ vicinity of

state New Hampshire code 33 county Coos . o - code 007

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district — public __X occupied ___ agriculture —  museum

X__ building(s) X private —__ unoccupied —__ commercial — park

— structure — both — work in progress — educational —___private residence

____ Site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment X religious

—_object . N/A in process X yes: restricted ____government — scientific
N/A being considered — yes: unrestricted —— industrial ——transportation

—no ____ military _ other:

4. Owner of Property

name Pew Owners! Association of Stark Union Church
street & number Stark Village )
city, town Stark qﬂ_vicinity of state New Hampshire 03582

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Coos County Registry Of Deeds, Coos County Court House

street & number 148 Main Street

city, town Lancaster state New Hampshire

6. Representation in Existing Surveys ... ...

title None has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no

date N/A — federal ____state __county ___ local

depositary for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent —_ deteriorated unaltered X original site

___good ____ruins X aitered ___moved date _ N/A
X ftair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Built in 1853, the Stark Union Church is a one story clapboarded building resting
on split granite slabs. Situated near the Ammonoosuc River, it is oriented so
that its long elevation nearly borders Route 110. The main body of the structure
measures 36' wide and 46' deep with an apse projecting about nine additional feet.
On the gable (south) end, a central double hung window with 12 over 12 lights and
louvered shutters is flanked by two doorways. Both windows and doorways feature
low pitch pediment-shaped lintels. The side elevations are three bays wide, each
bay contains a window identical to that of the front facade. Panelled pilaster
cornerboards articulate the corners of the building and reflect the Greek Rev-
ival style as do the simple lintels. Above the entrance is a two stage square
tower housing a belfry with arched openings and pilaster strips. Inspired by the
Gothic Revival, crenellation runs. between the pointed pinnacles which mark the
corners of both stages. Behind the tower is a partial chimney. ’

The interior: of:the:church is plastered and displays brass-1dmps. - Thé forty eight
pews were originally:painted red-and filled the ¢hurch leaying no room to. cross
from -oné-aisle to the other. 'Pew’owners entered-the building ‘eéither through'the
right or left door depending on the location of their pew:. The pews have since
been rearranged with two moved:to the entrance hall, two placed at right angles

at the back and four.placed similarly in front. Alterations over the years
include the addition of the apse to house the choir and a reed organ. A fire

in 1902 burned a corner of. the church. The damage was repaired. A wooden plat-
form which at one time rested in front of the entrance has been removed.

As constructed in 1853 the Union Church was, and is, nondenominational, housing
the Sunday services of numerous faiths which previously met in homes or schools.
With a population of about 400 in 1853 no single denomination in Stark could support
the construction of a church of its own. Solomon Cole, Andrew Cole and Benjamin
Thompson served as members of the building committee. To raise funds for the
church, which was erected at the cost of $1,050. pews were numbered and appraised.
The pews and church became property of the buyers, their heirs and assigns. The
original list of owners, which survives, bear the names of many old settlers of -
Stark. The continuity of the pews owership has been maintained since 1853 and

is administered today by the Pew Owners' Assocciation, formed in the 1950's to
maintain the building for future generations as a part of their heritage.

Today, this is the only church in the town of Stark and houses services, grad-
uations, weddings and funerals.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___vprehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

— 14001499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture

__1600-1699 X architecture — education — military — social/

__1700-1799 __art ____engineering ____ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 __ commerce N explorauon/settlement —_philosophy. , — theater

1900~ - communications —__industry - A polmcs/government - transportation
- ___invention .~ . | ‘ '~ _-_ other (specify)

Specific dates 1853 ‘Builder/Architect {nknown '

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) I S Wt

The Stark Union Church is a fine example of a rural 1nterpretat10n of the
architectural styles which existed in the 1850's. Reflecting the evolutlon
from the Greek Revival to romantic styles such as. the Gothic Rev1val, the
the church was probably a product of a local designer and builder.
Embellishment is limited to the church exterior; the simple, utilitarian
interior was designed to.house the demands.and tastes.of the various
denominations which would -use.the -building.. The church has undergone . ..
few alterations and.remains_ today an .excellent index.to the taste_and skills
of a rural New Hampshire town. (With the adjacent covered bridge the Stark .
Union Church is one of the most photographed spats in New England.) .



9__. Major Bibliographical References

History of Coos County, New Hampshire. Syracuse: W.A. Fergusson and Co.,

1660, _Pages 562- i )
Stark Bicéntennia Comm1tt History of Stark New Hampshire. New Hampshire:

Currier Printing Co,. Tnc., TO7h. Pages 151-156

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property One acre more or less

Quadrangle name Percy, New Hampshire Quadrangle scale 1:62500

UTM References : ‘
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated property is refered to as Tax Map E - Lot 30 in the tax records
.of  the town of Stark. Boundaries are noted on the attached‘sket‘chumap.-";f

- ([
ne-_nominascea prope N ae ne “l_ 2 _Na a 2] a aLeg wWall S had’ nion ounu

List all states and counties for propemes overlappmg state or county boundanes

state Mg code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Mrs. Pearl T. Emery, Trustee

organization Pew Owners Association date July 13, 1983
street & number Lost NatiQ;I,.l__, _qua;d . ., .. «* . . - telephone 1 7693763.671539
city or town Groveton, state -New Hampshire 03582

12. State Historic Presea’vatlon Offlcer Ce?tlflcatnon

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—_ national ____ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Histo reservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in National Regist d certify that it has been evaluated

" according to the criteria and procedures set forth byjlie National Park ice.

-

. . . , ‘-“-—‘/ .
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

14 Cd v

. Commissioner, Dept. of Resources &@émomic Development O\CT 2 o 1083
titte NH State Historic Preservation Officer date |

For NPS use only

| hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register o
Entercd in the
/ WW;/ Hotionnd Wio-drts date / ’ZM‘/&
7 7

éeper of the National Regisfer L e

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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July 13, 1983

I hereby certify that the Stark Union Church has not

changed in appearance since the photographs were taken..

A {1

i
ZonilJ, Crtes .
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STARK UNION CHURCH FLOOR PLAN
AVERAGE FLOOR ARFA 1826 SQ. FT.
PERIMETER 178 FT.

THE
STARK

UNION 46!
CHURCH

KEY
A.) STARK COVERED BRIDGE

B.) STARK UNION CHURCH
C.) STARK VILLAGE SCHOOL
D.) LIBRARY
E.) STARK TOWN HALL
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