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The Main Post Office in Cleveland, Tennessee is one of the town's few examples 
of secular buildings representing the revival styles popular during the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Elements of the Second Renaissance Revival and 
Georgian Revival styles include the symmetrical rectangular plan, large scale, 
quoins, massive cornice, and hipped roof with a flat deck.

Originally designed in 1910 by James K. Taylor, Supervising Architect, the Cleveland 
Tennessee Post Office combines elements of Georgian Revival and Neo-Classical Revival 
The exterior is a buff grey brick. The doorways are topped with an overhanging 
galvanized metal cornice offset by dentils. Additionally, it contains a rectangular 
parapet roof and paired rectangular windows with double hung sash. Flat arches with 
keystones are located above each window. The original steel lamp posts grace the 
front entrance.

The interior contains marble/terrazzo/wood floors, wainscotting in the lobby, wood 
and iron balustrades on the stairs, and the plaster walls. Two of the original 
round wood structural columns are still intact and the stair railing up to the upper 
level is original. An exterior case concrete retaining wall running the full length 
of the south property line is original and still intact.

A major renovation occurred in 1933. The workroom was enlarged and the loading 
dock expanded. This remodeling was performed by D. T. Underwood, Contractor, and 
L. Read, Construction Engineer.

More remodeling and addition occurred in 1961. A new basement was added, the 
first floor was renovated, platform and marquee were redone, more maneuvering 
area was added, screen!line/box lobby was altered, new air and heat systems 
provided, modern toilet facilities installed and other miscellaneous repairs. This 
renovation was accomplished by Architects, Harrison, Gill and Associates and 
Engineers, Monefeldt and Mine from Chattanooga, Tennessee.

The Post Office property was a natural habitat for wild game. It was- thickly 
populated with trees, vines and wild flowers. About one-fourth mile down a 
slight incline gushed a clear and bubbling spring. Indians hunted and fished 
in this paradise to their hearts content. The soil was fertile and the 
environment perfect for agriculture. After this property was selected as a 
county seat, the use of the property was altered to accommodate commercial and 
office buildings. However, the spring remains and the water is still clear and 
fresh as ever.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Because of the important events and people associated with the post office site 
arid the architectural character of the building, it is niy opinion that the Post 
Office property is historically significant. Situated directly behind the 
Courthouse, dominating the corner of Broad and First Streets, the Post Office 
Building is one of the few secular buildings in Cleveland to retain the flavor 
and physical attributes of its era.

In 1835, between Knoxville and Chattanooga was a trading place called "Taylor's 
Place" operated by Andrew Taylor and his Indian wife. Andy Taylor was the first 
white settler to arrive in what is now called Cleveland, Tennessee. Andy Taylor 
built a large commodius log cabin on the site now occupied by the Post Office and 
was living there when the removal treaty or New Echota was made with the Cherokee 
Indians. The Trail of Tears depicted several times on television started here in 
Cleveland, Tennessee.

A large spring at Taylor's Place furnished clear and abundant water for travelers 
and their animals. The site was selected later as the county seat of Bradley 
County. The spring is located one block west directly behind the Post Office in 
the basement of the law firm of Whitson and Webb. The Town of Cleveland was 
originated from the colony that sprang up at Taylor's Place. The Post Office 
Department bought "Taylor's Place" in 1907 from Judge Arthur Trayner for $4,500 
who formerly lived on the site. Judge Trayner inherited the property from his 
father. .-. ^
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Situated at the southwest corner of the intersection of Broad Street and 31st 
Street and running thence South 29 degrees west along the westerly line of Broad 
Street 85 feet to the northeast corner of the present post office lot; thence 61 
degrees northwest 115' more or less, then north 29 degrees east 85' to the southerly 
line of 31st Street; thence 61 degrees east along the southerly line of 31st Street 
115' more or less to the place of beginning.
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