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DESCRIPTION
FORM 3 story retail block, nearly square in plan. ^rf1 1892
UATFBIAIC Brick, terra cotta: Interior : Iron ml . &woodc£5,H,r Commercial Romanesque
FFwpQTRATioN Vertical grouping w? f)v
DIST FEATURFS ._ S£fi,,bp T°w

D earns.

A1TFRAT|ON<f Window sash replaced, round-arched windows removed from frontispieces. ••• fr
o -rr « «r., .,«« e-rn Corner location in Central Business District. *continued below*

STATEMENT F.G. Clausen, Architect • 
The Petersen's Sons Store is an important local example of the late 19th century 
development of the "department store" built for the city's leading retail firm. 
Clearly modelled on Burnham & Root's Rookery Building (1887-6), it illustrates the 
impact of Chicago architecture on local designers and businessmen. Although on a 
smaller scale than, the Rookery, the Petersen's Block repeats many features of the 
earlier building, including the slightly projecting entrance frontispieces that 
contain shallow projecting window bays and culminate in elaborate parapets with 
bulky finials. Other features include the vertical grouping of windows in round- 
arched arcades and diaperwork spandrels between windows. Detailing is simpler in the 
Petersen Block. For instance, the brick cornice is fairly traditional and spandrels 
above the 3rd floor arches are plain, rather than textured as on the Rookery. Despite 
some alterations, the Petersen Block is largely intact. It is an important feature 
in the downtown cityscape and an interesting & successful adaptation of Burnham & 
Root's design to local circumstances.

SOURCES
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KCANCE

This building focuses attention on the single most important retail and 
wholesale commercial firm in Davenport after the Civil War. It illustrates 
the growth pattern of numerous dry goods firms from specialty/proprietor 
establishments to department store/companys.

»Nf

DESCRIPTION - . i
John B.C. Petersen came to the U.S. in 1860 and after several years In various 
lines of business, including farming and a match-factory, he began with his": ; 
sons a dry goods firm in 1872. By 1875, Petersen was handling both wholesale 
and retail lines of Chicago merchandise. In the 1880's, branch stores were 
added in Clinton and Geneseo, Illinois. -,.*

In 1892, the firm built a new downtown structure and operated under the 
J.H.C. Petersen and Sons. The store was designed according to the newes 
marketing principles of the day with specialized departments under one 
The three Petersen sons - Max, Henry F. and William - took over the* opera 
at this time. Several years later a large warehouse was added. The business 
continued both retail and wholesale operations. ; ^ftv^l^;

___________*.. continued next plage

SOURCES i ? • ;
Richter, August, "A True History of Scott County" Davenport Democrat> ,* -^K 

October 29, 1922. .,'f'" 
"Matches to Merchandising is Petersen's Story", "Centennial and Fiftieth

- Anniversary Edition", Davenport Times, July 11, 1936. ', -
*' '* * i 'ft

"Petersen 1 s", Davenport Democrat, April 30, 1947. " " V 
Downer,Harry, History of Davenport and Scott Co. Iowa, Chicago: Clarke Publishii
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DESCRIPTION- continued: f,

During the 1880*s and 90 f s several competitors established Davenport 
operations. After the deaths of J.H.C. in 1910, Max in 1915 and Henry 
in 1915, William decided to sell the department store in 1916 to one of 
their successful competitors - Harned and Von Maur Co. Petersen's 
was operated as a separate store until 1928 when the consolidation 
resulted in the "Petersen-Harned-Von Maur" Store quartered in the old 
Petersen f s building. This department store continues today in Davenport 
and a handful of other Iowa-Illinois communities.
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