ARCHITECTURAL / HIS TORICAL SURVEY DAVENPORT, IOWA

e Ao O DAVENPORT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Wehner, Nourssz Poitschull and Pfiffer IOWA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Ser— .
SITE $82-10-_2-W712 MAP s__1 .
HIST. DIST. =
m
NAME __Germania-Miller/Standard Hotel (W) c
N
2 nd 7
712 W. Seeend Street
ADDRESS W30 1oC I &~ T
W50' of S42 1/2' m
LEGAL DESPriginal Town .11 of lot 2 | m
SUB-DIVISION sLocx PARCEL SUB-PARCEL -4
uTM | 15 12191167014 3992 70] ACREAGE__1 _ZONE_Cc4
EASTING NORTHING
OWNER Marie J. Sanchez v
712 W. Second St., Davenport, IA 52802
TITLE H.
UIF DIFF)
DESCRIPTION
FORM_4 story hotel - ﬁﬁG%I18715 1876
maTerias prick, stone, pressed metal oM _Victorian Bracketted

FENESTRATION ;f___q_zl.kﬁgﬁmﬁ_gound arches w m%wm______a___
o ei:trxalgcgbg éne ggrgg%g n‘a‘.gc anke Y P1 asters, Cornlce, wlnaow

DIST. FEATURES }
ALTERATIONS Original shopfronts removed; fire escape down center front; aluminum storm

SITE & RELATED sTr __Flat lot along major thorofare, mixed commercial/residential

STATEMENT
The Germania-Miller, is an excellent example of Davenport's high Victorian commercial
architecture, boasting one of the finest metal cornices in the city, Although a
pair of typical 3-bay shopfronts is no longer evident, the rest of the facade is
remarkably intact, displaying the polychrome and window detail characteristic of its

type. Joehn Miller apparently added the cornice, with its acantaus modilliodns and
ornamental frieze, as "J.F. Miller 1876" appears below the arched section over

the easternmost bay. This bay is particularly interesting, and the original
hotel entrance could easily be restored. The hotel lies at the foot of thﬁe
approach to Centéinnial Bridge, and could be an effective landmark for drivers
entering the city here.
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SOURCES

County Resource Files, Scott County, Iowa Division of Historic Preservation
Davenport Illustrated Saengerfest Sguvenir, July, 1908
The Democrat Company, printers




diminish its importance.’

period following the Civil War.
guest houses of the period.

This building served as hotel and gathering spot for westend Germans in the
Its location near the levee was typical of

) Its significance is enhanced by its uninterupted
use as a hotel since the 1870's, while major changes in the neighborhood

DESCRIPTION

Germania House was built in 1871 and run by John Brus,

In 1876 the establishment

was renamed the Miller Hotel after its new proprietor John Frederich Miller, a

German immigrant and manufacturer in Davenport since the 1850's,

Miller operated

the hotel and accompanying restaurant, billard parlor and saloon until 1889,
Cuests’ weremainly Scott County farmers.

In subsequent years the hotel changed its name several times - Arcade Hotel
(c. 1906), Henry Blessing Boarding House (c. 1917), and Standard Hotel (1924
to present). Various tenants occupied retail spaces in the hotel as well.
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SOURCES

City Directories, 1871-1946

"Hotel History Gdes ‘Back 101 Years," "Centennial and Fiftieth Annivesary

Edition," Davenport Times, July 11, 1936.
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] HISTORIAN: MARLYS SVENDSEN - ROESLER | SURVEY COMP 1981

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN: Martha Bowers
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CONTINUATION

DAVENPORT, IOWA

DAVENPORT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
IOWA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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