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1. Name
historic CASA DE 1.0S PONCE DE 1EON

" mnon 1] " "
and/or common

2. Location

street & number Dr. Santiago Veve Num. 13 — not for publication

city,town San Germian ____vicinity of congressional district N/ A

state Puerto Rico code 127 county  Mayaguez code (0920

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

_ district —__ public _= occupied ___agriculture —___ museum

—x building(s) X private —__ unoccupied — commercial —_ park

— structure — both — work in progress — educational _X_private residence

—__site . Public Acquisition Accessible - - entertainment ____religious"

— object ____in process _X_yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
___being considered ____yes: unrestricted —__industrial ___transportation

— hno —_ miiitary —__other:

4. Owner of Property

name Aurelio Ti6

street & number  Dr. Santiago Veve Num. 13

city, town San Germin ___ vicinity of state Puerto Rico
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds

street & number Magin Plaza

city, town San Germin state  Puerto Rico
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Inventario de Monumentos Hist6ricos has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _X_no

date 1976 _ federai _X state __county ___ locail

city, town San Juan state Puerto Rico




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—Xexcellent _deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site
——good . | .—ruins —X_ aitered —_moved  date
— fair’ ' — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The house of the descendants of Ponce de Lefn in San Germin is a two story
residential building of rubble masonry walls with a cantilevered balcony at the second
level ruming the full width of the facade. The street level has five doorways with
direct access from the sidewalk, two on each side of the central, arched entranceway,
which is of greater proportions and flanked by two pilasters similar to the ones that
define the vertical limits of the street floor. The other 4 doorways are rectangular,
capped by molded hoods. The street facade is extended to the right to incorporate an
entry for the carriage. The balecony, originally of wood, was substituted by one of
concrete and iron. The forked colums sustain a roof which extends below the cornice
and parapet. The four louvered doorways are also capped by molded hoods.

The main entrance opens into a hallway that runs the full length of the house,
giving access to the staircase on the right of its axis, other rooms on either side,
and the rear patio.The stairs’ rise to a vestibule with archways opening to the living
room towards the front and the dining room towards the rear. The space flows gracefully
from the front balcony through the central axis, which in turn gives access to the
bedrooms.

’-



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—__prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community pianning ___ landscape architecture____religion

—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law —__science

— 1500-1599 _____ agriculture —___economics _X literature — sculpture

—x 1600-1699 ____ architecture —education ——_ miiitary —__social/

—3x 17001799 ____ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

—z 1800-1899 ____ commerce - exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —theater

—e- 1900- ____communications — industry —_ politics/government ___ transportation
____invention _X_other (specify)

S . local history
Specific datesXVIT - XX th cénturiesBuilder/Architect  (y.:,4n:7 MWMOS
Alfredo Nazario - Alsina, 1954

Statement of‘Significa‘nce {in one paragraph)

According to local historian Aurelio Ti6, before founding the original settlement
of what is now San Juan, Don Juan Ponce de Le6n (first colonial governor of Puerto Rico),
was among the first inhabitants of San Germ&n, one of the oldest towns in Puerto Rico.
The architecture of the town belongs mostly to that undatable local variation of the colonial
style either in its commercial or residential manifestation, and the so-called colonial
style proper, highly utilitarian masonry structures, provided with many doors to the street,
meant to aid the commercial transactions to which this style was invariably dedicated. This
architecture is mnot exclusive to San Germfn, as it is present throughout the south of the
island. o :

La Casa de los Ponce was most probably constructed in the middle of the XVIIth
century, and altered in different periods. Information on the original builders is lacking.

We do know that Baron Capriles was in charge of the 1905 alterations and Alfredo
Nazario Alsina in 1954. These alterations consisted of installation of a modern sanitary
system, electrical wiring, repair of wood roofs and floor and steel reinforcement for the
masonry walls after the 1918 earthquake, among others.

La Casa de los Ponce derives its significance from the fact that it was built by
Ponce de Leon's direct descendants. It is possibly the oldest residence in continous
use in San Germén.

It's most famous resident was poetess and educator Lola Rodriguez Ponce de Lebn
one of the most prolific of the XIXth century Latin American women poets. The bronze
plaque on the facade reads:

"In this house lived, until her marriage to publisher Bonocio Ti6,
Lola Rodriguez Ponce de Leén, born September 14, 1843 in San Germin
died November 10, 1924 in Havana,Cuba.

Poetess, Patriot, Educator. ''Circulo de Recreo de San Germ#n,
Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefia'.

In the library of this ancestral home are kept her letters and other writings,
part of her furniture, paintings and other memorabilia. From this room the distinguished
writer corresponded with the most notable personalities of the Hispanic American and
European intellectual world. The writer's archives and library, of great cultural and
historic value, and the house, of architectonic and sentimental relevance, are of considerable
significance in Puerto Rico. Their conservation and habilitation as a museum, library
and local archives, will undoubtedly enrich the cultural heritage of Puerto Rico.



9. Major Bibliographical References
OBRAS COMPLETAS DE LOLA RODRIGUEZ DE TIO - FIVE VOLUMES
BOLETIN DE IA ACADEMIA PUERTORRIQUENA DE LA HISTORTA - VOL. II NO. 7

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 818 square meters

Quadrangle name _San Germin Quadrangie scale _1-20, 000

UMT References Latitude North 18°- 02' - 43.7" Y-27878

A Longitude East 67°- 05' - 03 " B X-87612
I_.l_ll|lllllllllllll Illllllllll_Llillli
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

NORTH - SANTIAGO VEVE STREET NO.13 WEST - SUCN. JOSE GABRIEL QUINONES

SOUTH - MARTANNE VIVONI ALCARAZ
EAST - SARA VDA. DE REGIS

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie AURELIO TIO
organization ACADEMIA PUERTORRIQUENA DE LA HIS'IORIA date Jam]ary 4’ 1983

1308 WILSON AVENUE telephone
SANTURCE PUERTO RICO

state

street & number

clty or town
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated signlificance of this property within the state is:

___ national _X state —_locai
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Mationai Register and certify that it has been evaiuated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th ritage Con. tion and Recreation Service.
/ 7
State Hlistoric Preservation Officer signat Ve ﬂ{@ /ﬁm?% /
7 t

§

title date

GPO 938 835
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