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1. Name

historic .’ Iﬁavid‘ Crockett_(HPe—eeﬂWWi re Hall a . d Puwa per
AL Al

and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number ‘DW ﬁe& re. ‘vompa“}’ #t-Fire Hall ™ N/A not tor publication
tafayette Styeet

city, town Gretna N/A- vicinity of congressional district 2nd - Lindy Boggs
state Louisiana code 22 %ﬁ\/h Jefferson code 051
3. Classification
Category Ownership StatusN/A--pumper Present Use
____ district _ __ public __occupied ____agriculture . museum
X_ building(s) __X_private X_ unoccupied(hall) ___ commercial ___park
____ structure ____both 4 X— work in progress ( hal 'L)_ educational ____ private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible —__entertainment . religious
_5( object _ﬂ in process X yes: restricted —_government ____ scientific
being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —industrial ____ transportation
no — military X__other: vacant at
presenE; WOTK 1N
4- owner Of Property progress toward
] restoring Tire hall
name David Crockett Fire Company #1 as a fire fighting
museum
street & number [+ 0. Box 217
city, town Gretna N/A yicinity of . state LOuisiana 70054

5. Location of Legal Description

The following location is for the fire hall; of course, there is no legal description of the
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson Parish Courthouse pumper.

street & number no specific street address or mailing address

city, town Gretna- state | A 70053

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

i e ] Cs - v
e LA Histeric "Ttes Survey has this property been determined elegible? ____yes X no

date 1982 7 — federal _X state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records | ouisiara State Historic Preservation Qffice

city, town Baton Rouge state LA




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one N/A for pu r
—X_ excellent (pumperiieteriorated ._X_unaltered . X original site/ (f"FY‘e RaT?Z
_X_good(fire hall}uins —A_altered moved  date /A
. _ fair _ . unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The David Crockett Fire Company Gould #31 Pumper is a fifth class, copper, brass and
steel fire engine which was manufactured by the R. Gould Company of Newark, New Jersey in
1876. It is located in its original setting, Crockett's Fire Hall, and remains remarkably
intact. The fire hall (1859) is being nominated as the historic setting for the pumper.

The Gould #31 Pumper was the smallest and cheapest of five models
offered by the R. Gould Company. Weighing approximately 3,000 pounds, it was first
propelled by teams of firemen, Later a frontal driver seatwas installed and the
engine was horse-drawn,

The engine rests upon four wooden wagon wheels with spiral spring
mountings.  The largest feature of the engine is a brass and copper cylinder set at
the rear which consists of a tapering firebox, a vertical tube boiler, and a smoke-
stack. In front of this massive cylinder js the steam piston and cylinder, When
it is in operation, the steam piston and cylinder discharges expended steam under
pressure through the smokestack, This causes a tremendous updraft through the boiler
which fans the flames in the firebox below. The steam piston turns a small flywheel,
which in turn powers the single cylinder water pump. The water pump forces water
into the water leg, which in turn discharges it into a hose for use in fighting fires,
The water leg is surmounted by a large globular air chamber with a lamp and finial
top. The function of the water leg is to absorb the shock of the pulsating flow of
water from the pump so that the flow of water to the fire hose is constant rather
than pulsating. The top of the air chamber has an elaborate multicolor lantern
surmounted by a silver plated eagle. A large hose rests on each side of the fire
engine.

: The pumping capacity of the engine is 250 pounds per minute, It
could easily propel a hard, constant stream of water over a five-story building, -

For the past few years the engine has been fixed to a movable
trailer for purposes of display. It could be detached easily.

The David Crockett Fire Pumper is extremely unusual because it is
located in its original setting. Most other historic fire pumpers have been moved
into museums which are remote from the places where they were used and the communities
which they served. This is why Crockett's Hall is being nominated to the National
Register as the historic setting for the Crockett engine.

) The Crockett Fire Hall (1859) is a two-story frame structure with a
stall for the pumper on the ground floor and a meeting hall upstairs. The facade
has an elliptical arch entrance flanked by doors. The upper story has a three part
central arched window flanked by a pair of secondary arched windows. The facade is
surmounted by a pediment with a high occulus. The fire hall itself is surmounted by
an open octagonal cupola with a bell cast roof. “

Since 1859 the following changes have occurred in the building:

1. In c.1900 the two story mass of the building was extended 20

feet to the rear. .
2. In 1917 a front porch was added with two cast-iron Doric

columns, a balcony, and a balustrade.

CONTINUED



FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Crockett Pumper & Station item number 7

7. Description (continued)

3. In 1972 the building was damaged by fire, after which
the following features remained:

a) the cupola

b) the structure

c) the facade

d) most of the window openings

The following features were replaced after the fire:

a) the windows

b) the siding on the sides and rear of the
building (Much of the old siding was only
partially burned and is still under the current
masonite shingle siding.)

Overall, about 75% of the original architectural fabric
remains.

The present metal garage door is of course modern, as is the single story
rear wing.
The fire hall is being nominated as the setting for the pumper because it
contributes much to one's appreciation of the pumper's historic role. This is analogous
to the relationship, for example, between a historic train and the train shed under which
it is preserved for display. However, the case for the fire hall is even stronger. A
train would have occupied many different sheds during its years of service, whereas the

Crockett Fire Hall was the only building ever occupied by the pumper during its entire
historic period.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

——_prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture ___ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation !_,.;f‘\ — law ____science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture _____economics ,/zW: —_literature <5 sculpture

—1600-1699 ____ architecture —— education (7, — military A social/

___1700-1799 ___art _A_ engineering —__ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1900- ____ communications —_industry — politics/government __ transportation
—_invention —other (specify)

_pumper
Specific dates 1876 : pUmper  gyiider/Architect manufactured by R, Gould Co., Newark, N. J.
1859 firehatt ., . Fjre Hall Builder: David Crockett Fire
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion 1C Comp any

The David Crockett Fire Engine is nationally significant in the social/
humanitarian area because of its rarity and importance as a cultural resource
representing the history of organized fire fighting in the United States during
the second half of the nineteenth century. As explained in Item 7, the Crockett Fire
Hall is being nominated as the historic setting for the pumper.

Clearly a nineteenth century fire company's engine was the most evocative
part of the material culture surrounding the fire fighting operation. It was the
primary piece of equipment involved in fighting the fires, It was also the primary
source of pride to fire company members, Often company members would lavishly
embellish their company engine with thousands of dollars worth of silver and gold
ornamentation, Finally, the development of the steam driven fire engine in the mid-
nineteenth century was a boon to the effectiveness of Victorian era fire fighting.

Of course, fire halls were also a part of the material culture of fire fighting, but
they did not improve the effectiveness of fire fighting the way the steam fire engine
did, Also, the fire housewas not the object of adoration the way the fire engine
was. Finally, the fire hall was not as directly involved in fire fighting as the
fire engine.

Steam pumper fire engines were in use in American fire fighting from the mid-
nineteenth century to the early twentieth century. As has been previously explained,
they should be cansidered the primary cultural resource associated with American
fire fighting of this period, It is within this context that the David Crockett
Fire Engine takes on national significance, Most every major town in the country
had a steam pumper fire engine during this period, According to a leading fire
fighting historian, J. J. Robrecht, there are fewer than fifty of these fire engines
left in the country. In addition, there are less than twelve remaining which were
manufactured prior to 1880, as the Crockett engine was. Finally, the Crockett
gggine 13 one of very few which remains in its original setting in the city that
it served, ,

1

History (Pumper)

The David Crockett Fire Company #1 purchased the hand-drawn fire engine in
question from the R, J, Gould Company of Newark, New Jersey in 1876, The pumper
was christened on December 21, 1884 and named for Dona Iver, who was chosen to
be its "godmother." She was a daughter of one of the fire company's organizers,
Captain Michael Iver, For some years the company had no horses to pull the engine,
so fires were responded to by members pulling the engine from the fire hall to
the scene of the fire. This was often difficult following rains because the streets
were muddy, dark and deeply rutted. In the 1880's horses were purchased and the
engine was fitted with a front seat for the driver. Finally, in 1918, the company
raised about $1,800 to purchase a secondhand White motor passenger car and had it

CONTINUED




9. Major Bibliographical References

(See continuation sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .2 acre
Quadrangle name __New QOrleans East, La, Quadrangle scale _1: 24,000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to sketch map

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/ A : code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite  Dr, Mary G. Curry, Environmental Impact Officer

organization Jefferson Parish date March 1932
street & number 3330 N. Causeway Blvd. telephone (504) 834-7700 Ex, 345
city or town Metairie state LA 70002

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_X national ____ state ____ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t itage Conservation and Recreation Service.

LS LAl

December 7,

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date 1982

State Historic Preservation O7P§E& 5- DeBlieux

GPO 938 835
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Significance (cont'd)

built into a hose wagon onto which a trailer hitch was added to attach and pull
the pumper to and from fires. The old pumper was actively used until about 1928,
when the company purchased new equipment.

History (David Crockett Fire Company #1):

In July, 1841, several prominent citizens of Mechanickham (now the City of
Gretna) gathered immediately following a fire to organize a group to fight future
fires. On May 7, 1844, the group incorporated as the Gretna Fire Company, which
consisted of only a bucket brigade. On May 12, 1874, the name of the company
was changed to the David Crockett Fire Company No. 1.

The David Crockett Fire Company has an impressive record of dedication in
the history of fire fighting in the United States. Company records document that
members of the David Crockett Fire Company #1 have met monthly for the last 141
years. As of February 1982, the members had logged a total of 1,676 consecutive
meetings. The company's operations were never interrupted by wars, epidemics
or other disasters which have occurred since the company's organization in 1841.
The company has also maintained its volunteer status for its 141 year history.

It is believed to be the oldest continuously active volunteer fire company in
the United States.
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