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1. Name

historic Green-Lovelace House

and/or common Same

2. Location
e M NN

street & number h‘ff LA 1 S}ngf Sicily Island N/Anot for publication
city, town Sicily Island ;. _X_ vicinity of
state LA code 22 county Catahoula Parish code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____district ____ public _X_ occupied ____agriculture —__ museum
—X__ building(s) _X_ private —___ unoccupied ____commercial —_park
—__structure __both —__work in progress — educational __X_ private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment ___religious
- Object in process _X_ yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific

being considered ___yes:unrestricted ©~ ____ industrial —_ transportation

—._no ___ military other:

4. Owner of Property

name

A. B. Chisum, Sr.

P. 0. Box 181

street & number

318-389-5522

city, town Sicily Island N/Avicinity of state LA 71368

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Catahoula Parish Courthouse

street & number Fourth St. (no specific address) P. 0. Drawer 198

city, town Harrisonburg state LA 71340

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? ____yes X _no
date 1982 __ federal X _state ___ county ___local
depository for survey records Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state LA




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site

____good ~___ruins _X_ altered __moved date N/A
— X fair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Green-Lovelace House (c.1830) is a story and -a half, frame, provincial Greek
Revival cottage located in a rural setting about two miles north of the town of Sicily

Island. Despite several changes, the house retains the essential features which make
it significant.

The central hall plan, pitched roof plantation cottage is raised about four feet
above the ground on brick piers. The five bay square post gallery has molded capitals
and a heavy clapboard frieze. Although the facade has a central front door, the overall
fenestration pattern is asymmetrical. On the north side of the front door is a pair
of six over six windows which 1ight what was presumably a bedroom. On the south side
is a more widely spaced pair of windows with a four panel door between them which gives
access to what was presumably a parlor. Both the bedroom and parlor have aedicule motif
mantels with elaborately molded shelves. Behind the parlor and front bedroom are two
smaller rooms, neither of which have fireplaces. The staircase, which ascends from
the rear of the hall, is enclosed. The front portion of the enclosed understair is
used as a closet. This feature appears to be original to the house. The upper half
story of the house contains two bedrooms with fireplaces and mantels which are similar
to the ones below only simpler. The small pane fretwork style transoms above the front
and rear hall doors are probably the house's highest style feature. All of the interior
walls are sheathed in random width planks. The floors are covered with four inch tongue
and groove boards. All original windows are six over six and all doors consist of four
flat panels.

Since construction the following changes have been made in the house:
(1) In the late-nineteenth century a rear board and batten kitchen

wing was added and the rear porch was screened in.

(2) Later the front and rear hall doors were replaced with pairs
of modern French doors.

(3) A few of the original six over six windows have been replaced
with modern windows.

(4) A double window has been installed in one of the rear rooms
downstairs.

(5) One of the interior doors has been replaced.
(6) The front steps have been replaced.
(7) A small portion of the hall has been enclosed for a_bathroom.

Assessment of Integrity:

Despite the above changes, the house retains the essential features which_establish
jts identity as a Greek Revival cottage. This identity, of course, is the basis for
its significance.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—_ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ___ science
—1500-1599 ____ agricuiture —___economics — literature — sculpture
____1600-1699 __X architecture _ education ___ military __social/
—_1700-1799 ___ art —__engineering -~ music humanitarian
_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —_ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy __ theater
1900~ . communications —+— jndustry . - o politics/government  ____ transportation
—___invention ‘ . v — other (specify)
Specific dates . 1830 Builder/Architect uncertain

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

The Green-Lovelace House is architecturally significant on the local level as an
important example of a provincial Greek Revival plantation cottage. It is one of the
few remaining examples in Catahoula Parish, where once they must have been numerous.
In addition, among those that have survived in the parish, it is probably the finest.

The importance of the Green-Lovelace House, within the context of Catahoula Parish,
can be illustrated by examining the census schedules of 1860. On the eve of the Civil
War, there were thirty-seven large slaveholdings (i.e., fifty or more slaves) in the
parish. Of these, the average size per sldveholding was 80.4 and only eight involved
individuals who did not reside in the parish. In addition, there were undoubtedly
numerous slaveholdings of less than 50. Given the above, it is clear that there must
have been numerous Greek Revival plantation houses and cottages in Catahoula Parish
on the eve of the Civil War (probably at least forty). However, as far as the State
Historic Preservation Office can determine, there are only three remaining examples.
Consequently the Green-Lovelace House is of special importance in the architectural
heritage of the parish.

In addition, of the three that do survive, the Green-Lovelace House is probably
the finest. One of the other examples has been extensively altered, including a
complete remodeling of the interiors and the addition of a second story porch on what
was once a simple pitched roof. The other comparable example is in a good state of
preservation, but it is somewhat later than the Green-Lovelace House and some of its
details reflect the Victorian taste. It is therefore a less pure example of the
provincial Greek Revival than the Green-Lovelace House with its sguare post, molded
gapita] gallery, its aedicule motif mantels, its transoms, and its heavy clapboard

rieze.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Conveyance Records, Catahoula Parish
Menn, Joseph K.,

The Large Slaveholders of Louisiana - 1860, New Orleans, Pelican

Pub11sh1ng Company, 1964.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __approximately 1/8 of an acre.

Quadrangle name Sicily Island, La.

UTM References

Alis) lel2islzs 0] 1351712 610] B

Quadrangle scale _1:62,500

Ll U b Lala s

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

N N U ket by
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to attached sketch map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Assisted by: Owngr(Item 4) &

name/title thyoqal Register §taff

.. State of Louisiana
organization

601 Smith St.
i 1343
318-339-8203 (work)

date January 1983 312 339.9677 (hame)

P. 0. Box 44247

street & number

telephone 504-342-6682

city or town Baton Rouge

LA 70804

state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national ____ state _ X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natlonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the N al Park Servlce

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Robert B. DeBlieux
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