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1, Name

For HGftS use only

date *ntir*d

historic Lijhf Station

and/or common

2. Location

H/Anot for publication

city, town Vinalhaven s N/Awicinity of congressional district

Maine code 23 county Knox code 013

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district X public
X building(s) private

__X_ structure both
site Public Acquisition
object N/A in process

__ being considered

Status 
K occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

—X- yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
agriculture

commercial
educational
entertainment

__&_ government 
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific

__ transportation 
__ other:

4. Owner of Property

ngme United States Government, Commander, First Coast Guard District

city, town Boston, vicinity of state Massachusetts 02114

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. «nox County Registry of Deeds

street & number

city, town Rockland, state Maine

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title ' has this property been determined elegible? _X— yes no

federal state __ county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Condition
excellent

-X- good
fair

deteriorated
ruins

unexposed

Check one
X unaltered 

altered

Check one
X original site 

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Browns Head Light Station, dating from 1832, is a well preserved lighthouse 
with attached keeper's quarters located in a spectacular setting.

The lighthouse proper is a cylindrical granite tower, approximately 18 feet 
in height, with a hexagonal light casing above topped by a hexagonal flat hipped 
cap. The light is 37 feet above the water and has a range of 15 miles.

The tower is connected to the keeper's house on the northeast side by a 
short covered passageway which enters the gable end of this Cape Cod structure.

The house is a story-andr-a-half.frame building, three bays wide on the Tong 
sides and two on the ends, The eatrance is ©n the southeast side in the center 
Iu^. A one $nd ahalf stary addition"wasadded to the northeast end of the 
structure in 1927. Penestration is 6/6 throughout.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_JL 1800-1 899 
1QOO-

Areas off Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture economics

X architecture education
art engineering

X commerce exploration/settlement
communications industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1832, 1857 Builder/Architect Unknown
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The light tower at Browns Head is one of the earliest designs, having been 
built during the year 1832 on order from President Andrew Jackson. It is the type 
of station in common use in the days before the Civil War. There was much shipping 
on Penobscot Bay when the light was erected and it became a key navigational aid 
particularly as a guide,to the entrance of the much used Fox Islands Thoroughfare.

The keeper's, hou.se dates from 185? when the station was rehabilitated-but 
the tower is original.

This lighthouse has long been a mecca for summer visitors sailing their 
small boats on the Bay and Thoroughfare.

Browns Head 1s currently one of the few remaining manned lighthouses on the 
Maine coast.



Sterling, Robert Thayer, Lighthouses of the Maine Coast. Brattleboro, Vt., 1935,

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property ————1/8 ^ 
Quadrangle name Vlnalhaven 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The property nominated 1s a rectangular lot 
approximately 60' X 90' which provides a 20 foot setback on all sides of house and 
tower. Subsid1ary/bu1lding; and.the boat ramp are not included since.they are of 
later vintage and non-contributfrry'to the significance of the property'.^ 11__________
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state \ .N/A _____________code______county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title , Historian

organization H1st-or1c Preservation Commission date April, 1982

street & number 55 Capitol Street telephone2n7/28Q-2133

city or town Augusta. state Maine 04333

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the^tate is: 

__ national __ state \; local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

s:-K-f?&. "^ r & i/*/*-*-
For HCRS use only 

1 hereby certify that this, .property is included in the National Register

^Keeper of the National Register/ ' 

Attest: date
phlef of Registration

GPO aaa ass
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