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The Snyder Guard Station Historical District comsists of 3329 structures on
about 28 acres of land. The station is on east bank of the Moyie River about
15 miles northeast of Bonners Ferry, Idaho, All existing structures are in
fairly good condition and are being moderately well maintained. The existing
structures include the following.

1.

4.

Ranger's House -

Constructed in 1908; this single story frame rectangular six room
house was constructed on a concrete foundation. The gable roof is
covered by wooden shingles and two brick chimneys are located in
the central part of the roof. The dimensions of the building are
42 feet 4 inches by 24 feet 6 inches. The building is white with
green trim,

Meat House

Constructed ca. 1918; this single story, square, one-room building
was constructed on a concrete foundation. The building measures

8 feet 4 inches by 8 feet 4 inches and has a single door on its
north side., The building has a suwdust insulation. The gable roof
is covered by wood shingles. The building is white with green trim,

Dwelling

Constructed before 1930, this single story, one-rcom building is

built on a pier foundation. The structure has a metal covered gable
roof. The building is constructed of round logs closely fitted to-
gether and saddle notched at the cormers. There is a 6 feet 3 inch

by 14 feet 10 inch porch on the-east side of the dwelling. The
dwelling itself measures 16 feet 7 inches by 14 feet 10 inches, There
is a door on the east and the west side of the building and windows

on the north and south sides of the house, The building is a dark
brown color.

Dwelling

Constructed before 1930, this single story, one-room building is built
on a pier foundation. The building has a metal covered gable foof.

It is constructed of round logs closely fitted together and square
notched at the corners, The building has an open porch on the east
side measuring 14 feet 4 inches by 4 feet 9 inches. The building
itself measures 14 feet 4 inches by 16 feet 6 inches. The east side
of the building has a door, while the north, west and south sides
have windows. The building is a dark brown color.
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5. Cook House . =

Constructed before 1930, this is a single story, one-room rectangular
frame building on a pier foundation. The structure has a metal covered
gable roof. The framing is covered by a siding. The neorth and south
sides of the building have three evenly spaced double hung sash windows.
The east and west sides of the building contain doors. The west facing
wall has a small window on the south side of the doorway. The building
dimensions are 30 feet 5 inches by 16 feet 5 inches.

Wash House/Work Shop

Constructed before 1930, this single story frame building is divided into
two rooms, The building is ¢n a concrete foundation and has a metal

covered gable roof. The structure has a board and batten siding. The
north wall opens with two sets of folding doors into a workshop area. There
is a window and door on the west side, and a window on the south and east
sides. The dimensions of the building are 20 feet 3 inches by 24 feet

2 inches.

Warehouse/Office

Constructed in 1930, this single story frame building is divided into two
rooms. The building is on a concrete foundation and has a board siding

and a metal covered gable roof. The gable ends are covered by wooden
shingles. A large sliding door and two windows are in the east wall. A
window and door are in the north wall and a window is present in both the
south and west walls. This building was constructed from materials salvaged
from the Meadow Creek dwelling constructed sometime before 1914, The
dimensions of the building are 35 feet 5 inches by 20 feet 6 inches. The
structure is white with green trim.

Garage

Constructed in 1935; this single story building is set on a concrete
foundation. The roof is a metal covered uneven pitched gable roof. The
south wall consists of five cross braced sliding wooden doors. The other
walls are board and batten with six windowsin the east and west sides and
12 windows in the north side, The garage is divided into 5 bays by support
posts. The dimensions of the building are 50 feet 2 inches by 24 feet

6 inches. The structure is white with green trim,

Animal Shelter

Probably constructed in the 1920's; this structure is a metal covered gable
roof supported by 20 vertical log posts. The gable ends are covered by
wooden shingles. There are no walls and the center of the structure is
taken up by a long animal feeding trough, The shelter is in the middle of
a pole femce corral.
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The boundary selected encloses all of the structures associated with the guard
station and a control on all access routes to the site. The area selected
is the minimum amount necessary to include the buildings and access.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Snyder Guard Station Historical District is historically significant as the site
of an early twentieth-century Forest Service station with examples of service
construction dating from 1908 through the 1930's. The frame and log structures
exhibit several varieties of buildings used by the Forest Service.

This historical district incorporates a Forest Service dwelling which was the

local administrative headquarters between 1908 and the 1960's. The construction of
the garage was done by Civilian Conservation Corps in 1935. During the Tife of the
ranger district, it administered hundreds of square miles of Forest Service land.
The Snyder Ranger District is an artifact of a period of Forest Service history
when a number of smaller districts were administered by a number of isolated ranger
stations. Today, with better means of transportation, these old districts are
consolidated into larger ranger districts with centralized ranger stations.

The Snyder Guard Station contains a number of well built structures. It is unusual
to find a group of structures in Northern Idaho which have the age and characteristics
of these buildings. The structures at the station represent a series of construction
projects that parallels the early growth of the station as an administrative site.

In brief, the Snyder Guard Station Historical District is significant to local
history and in relation to a broader history of conservation.

The Boundary County Historical Society has shown a good deal of interest in preserving
the Snyder Guard Station and this nomination is partly being submitted because of
their interest.
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W. R. Peterson of Hope, Idaho has been an informant on the history of the
Snyder Guard Station.
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The southeaét boundary corner is 275 feet 22° south of east of
the southeast corner 8f the Ranger's House. The southwest boundary ~ .- -~

corner is 250 feet 19°west of south of the southwest corner of the
Ranger's House.
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