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The three-story, gable-roofed, clapboard house that stands north of the
Green in bethlehem, Connecticut was the home during the second half of the
18th century of the Hev. our. Joseph Fellany, preacher, suthor, and educator.
The house is located at the southern tip of a farm of approximately 104 acres
(see Uu3.Ge5. map) that was purchased by Cellamy in 174). The facade of the
house is dominated by a Palladian pavilion, while on the interior original
fireplaces, panelling, and other details are carefullyrreserved.

The three-story front btlock of the house, facing south, is approximately
33 feet square, with a central chimney off center to the west (see sketch).
There is a two-story wing to the rear at the northeast corner of this block,
20 feet wide and 20 feet long. The winz is thought t¢ have been built first,
and the mein block a few years later. There is a second chimney in the
common wall between the wing and the main block (FPhotograph 1). Eehind the
wing, kitchen and service facilities have bteen built and re-built from time
to time, the present arrangement dating from the first quarter of the 20th
century. There is a wide porch slong tne east side of the wing, that was
added during the 20th century, with columns and rcof balustracde.

The chief decorative element of the house is the shallow Palladian
pavilion (Photograph 2) that occupies the eastern half of the facade. The
first story of the pavilion is a screen 2f four fluted Tonic columns with
entablature of architrave, freize, dentil course and crown molding. The
screen protects the front door, which is flanked by narrow windows. At the
second story a round-headed window over a short balustrade azain is flanked
by narrow windows, and four Ionic pilasters are positioned above the first
story columns. The pediment of the pavilion is deeply recessed and its
cornices are heavily embellished with modillion blocks and moldings.

The western half of the facade 1s filled by two 12-over-l12 windows
at each floor. A4t the first floocr the windows have flat caps that are ex-
tensions of the screen's cornice, literally connected in the case of the
window closest to the screen. The base of the pediment 1s extended across
the eaves over the second floor windows, with slight returns at the corners
sver rusticated quoins. The high, wood=-shingled roof that_rises we%l aboye
the pediment is broken by two gabled dormers that have pediments and cornices
modelled after the pavilion.

The east elevation has two windows, one over the other, toward the
fpont that are similar to those on the facade. The two windows toward the
back were altered in the 19th century to a two-story, three-sided bay with
cornices at first and second story levels. There is a peir of windows at
the third floor surmounted by & cornice similar to that used over the front
windows. A small attic window Is in the pesk of the gable. The'roof pro-
jects beyond the gable end and 1ts twe slopes are treatgd_as raking cornices
with the modillion blocks and moldings of the front ravilion's cornices.

“he west elevation has two windows toward the front, one ibove thih
those on the east. 4 porch has been added on the

Pes

other, corresponding UcC
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west side, toward the front, and behind the porch there is a two-story ad-
dition that has a two-story, three-sided bay on its west wall (Fhotograph 3).

The grounds surrounding the house are landscaped with lawns in front
and to the east of the house, and a jarden to the west. In the back, two
rows of two-story, gable-roofed barns face one another (Photograph 4). The
west row 1s made up of twn bulldings with the southern one apparently the
older as its walls are narrow vertical boards,'while the northern unit has
clapboards. The barn on the east is a single building, the newest of the
three, and is constructed of wide vertical boards. Ground floor spaces in
the barns now are used for a wood shed and garage, and in the past were used
for a carriasge house and a stable for horses and cows., In the northern sec-
tion of the west row there are two rooms finished off with plaster that
probably at one time were used as living guarters. The second floors of the
barns are available for storage, but now are larzely empty. Fehind the
barns there is a chicken house, and at one time a large hay barn stood near
the cnicken house. In recent decades the hay barn, deteriorated beyond re-
pair, was taken down. [here 1s a small structure west of the farm buildings
that is thought to have been Lr. Lellamy's study, or perhaps the law office
of his son, wvavid. 1ts chief architectural feature is a columned portico
added 1n the 20th century.

The acreage has been actively farmed over the centuries and continues
to be farmed in part at the present. A stone wall extends arcund the entire
perimeter of the property (and across the land at a point behind the barns)
except for the southerntip, i.e., the land around the house, where there is
a white, wood, picket fence, 311 of the land is included in the nomination
secause it has ipeer as%ﬁiated with the house over since it was -uilt.

Cn the interior tne main block has four rooms on both the first and
second floors, in the same floor plan. The front door leads to a spacious
square hall., “The doorways leading from the hall to the other front room
(the drawing room) and to the room back of the hall (a sitting room) have
eared architraves, and the drawing room has a celling cornice with
dentil course .. The drawing room has a fireplace mantel on 1ts north wall
that i1s elaborate and attenuated in the manner of 20bert Adam, the 1lCth-
century znglish architect. The fireplace opening is flanked by fluted pllas-
ters with molded capitals that support an entablature in whicn the archi-
trave 1s embellished with swaj s and the freize with trizlyphns. The mantel
shelf, molded and with dentil course, breaks out over the pilasters. 4 door
to the left of the fireplace opens into the library, the largest room, where
the fireplace 1s on the south wall, on the other side of the chimney from
the drawing room fireplace. The library fireplace (Thotograph 5) ig csimpler
than that in the drawing room with reeded pilasters, pulvinated freize, and

-

3 37 3ine 3 P A a
narrow molded shelf. The overmantel is panelled to the ceiling, and extends
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saymeetrically on the left of the fireplace, Zirmilar praised panelling forms
2 dado on the ezst and north walle of the roon, the westwsll having been
moved out for t western extension v> more fireplaces are in the
chiimney between ost of the wing is now the
dining room, wi the main block, and a pantry
leading to th he dining rcom has cssed and

1

3}
T3
teaded nosts at

€

the gitting room an:
tth g celling lower

i

i

tchen and service
ita soutiiers enid.

5 15 in the southeast corner of the
craph 6). There are four risesrs to
Ss and then a straight run to the north to the
second f r “he handrsail is ramped and terminates in a volute supported
by squar ©

The stalrway to the second floor acs
hall, jus side the {ronl door (iIhoto:
the cA‘f to a squs wre landing

C+
v

.
alusters on the extended pir 't tread. (n the otner sters toere
balusters per bread,an ends nave whals's tail moldings.
Qb tne stairs pas ely in front of & window in the
east wall. . closed string i i in 1 t

& used in front of the window.

The second floor plan being the same as the first, there is a large,
alry hell at the top of the stairs, in front of the Palladian window. There
are three bedroons in the main bl)“k, and two rmore in the wing, the floor
level there being two steps kelow thst In the front of the nouse. ine third
floor, origina lly one large room, has been divided into two with a narrow
hall, The roof framing is visible in the attic above., It is a system ol ten
principal rafters joined at the peak with mortise and tenon, covered witn

longitudinal boards, and without purlins, collar bearms, or braces. The ralt-
ers continue down to the level of the third story floor, the attic plate ser-
ving as a sing]m “iant purlin in each slope., TIhe rafters are scooped out at

this point (Thotograph 7). The roof fra aming of the wing is of the sane cliar-

acter °Wt10 ing nine pf¢n011d1 rafters. 4l the junction where the rcof ol
the wings is framed into the roof of thne prin01ga1 tlock tnere is a square foo
or two ol the rear slopeof the roof of the main block that has no shingle
nails or nalil holes in the bvoards, indicatin: that it was never shingled,
never was exposed to the weather, and therefore not in existence vefore the
wing. ©On the contrary, this condition is evidence that the sing either ;re-
dates the maln block or was bullt at the sase tine.

e

. €

There is a full cellar under the main block and wing with fieldstone
walls. The bases of the two chimneys are stone about seven feet square.

—

1. Zharles 2rindle's account book at the Jonnecticut Historicsa
\001ety has an entry dated Cctvbeﬁ 1, 102 reading to David Lellame, Lr.,
for framing his barn, 1-19.0. The entry mLy selate to the oldest of these
three barns,

O«
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me Xsv. Jr. «oseph zZellamy was a leadlny preacher, author, and educator
in Jdew ngland in the second half of the 18th century (Uriterion ). Tle 6
concucted a theology school in his house that was the first In the natil onl
{lriterion 4). The hcuse itself is a well preserved example of neavy post-
snd~beam, marti¢0 ”ﬂu~t910n colonial construction with an exquisitely de-
i ; i plece and accompanying trism (Criterion 2).

A

now Xnown ag th from the

own of Tetnlehem was purchase!

e
1 y the Iown of Loodbury, and was xnown as the .orth Purchase.
1 Tuntil 172.. Zellamy Tirst vreached in the Jorth lPurchase
i tne duly appointed first ainister in 173%/174L0, and served
i for the rest of hisg 11ife until he Jied in 179%0. ~“he jorth
rurcnass was incorperated as the separate Town of Fethlehnam in 1747.
was born In what 1 o ecticut in 1715, e st-
Wollefm, 51338 of 1 21 th 2y wWwith Jonathan xdwardsz
: M, sassacnusetts, thercty beslnning 2 lifetime friendship, ana
w censed Lo pleaun in 1757. nen zellamy carme to the lorth Purchase
& sived land from the proprietors puveusnt to the usual custom of opo=
Lant for the churcn snd the minister und ia addition received owner=-
thasy prarcels as gifts,.
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Fellamy began bringing theological students into his home ag early as

1740 but it was in the 175u Sy after the publication of True leligion
velineated established his importance in the field, thataspiring theologians
began to seek him rut in significant numbers., A list of 42 students known
to have studied with him is given by aAnderson.” Eellany's teaching included
a guestion snd snswer mCt10l01O“y in which he encoursgzed orizinal thinking,
and he recommended to his students that they read not only the orthodox
writers but also the keenest opponents of Christianity.-” £y tradition, the

ig tnird floor room running the length of the house served as a dormitory
for the studlents considering the presvnce of a5 many as half a dozen ctu-
dents, the opera tlon of the farm, and the conduct of the ninister's normsl
duties, the Fellamy houssheld was a busy place.

anderson 1in his definitive stu?v discussed below, credits Zellamy with
the first theological school in the country.6 ¢ makes the distinction that
whereas Jonathan Zdwards and others }Ga earlier taken in single scholarg
for study, tellamy was the first to have several students at one time who
eede

followed a course of study that proce T according to a plan.,

Zellamy's reputation spread beyond the borders of lonnecticut. e was
called by the ~irst Presbyterian Church of Jew York City, in 1754, but
Lellamy did not accept the_cell. "ne reason that he declined, zs he quite
candidly salid at the time,’ was that it would have been costly for him to
leave the orth "urchase. The real estate given to him when ne became the
minister had been deeled on the condition that he continue to perform the
ministerial duties. I he had -one to .ew York he would nave lost valuable
real estate,

C)O

& further indication of his widespread reputation was the fact that he
received the degree of _octor of Jivinity from the University of Aberdeen,
scotland, in 1760,

4 thorough analysis and evaluation of Lellamy and his career were under-
taken by Glenn Paul Anderson in his doctoral dissertation entitled Joseph
Fellamy (1719-1730): The .‘an and iHis Jork, Foston University Craduate
School, 1971. Anderson summarizes nis evaluation of the man by saying,
"Bellamy certainly did not measure up to his teacher, Jonathan kdwards. nor
did he perfect a system of divinity as did his friend, Zamuel topkins,Y or
his student, Jonathan Zdwards, the Younger. Iut an able teacher he was, and

better preacher...'few were enual to him in the ,eﬁa Ihis made him an im-
portant teacher in the Lonool. of the prophets.

hen Zellamy died he owned considerable real estate not only in
Tethlehem but also in sinchester, a town to the north., His estate was in-
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ventoried at % 1763. 4t the time of his death his salary had risen to E 80
per year, The value of his estate was 22 times his salary.

Despite the fact that he already owned several pieces of land, Lellamy
bought the plot on which his house stands in 17,1 (.oodbury Land Records
ol/Mﬂ)}3 but according to tradition did not sturt te build for 13 years.
shere he lived fron 177& to 1754 is not documented, although another house
in Dethlehem is thought locally to have been one of his residences. .hen he
aic start to build, the tradition is that Zellamy constructed first what is
now the wing, and liveﬁ there for perhaps six years until the main block was
built. Such a procedure was not uncommon, as noted by v. rrederick rel7y,
the leading authority on connecticut's Jolonial archibecture.'l There are
difficulties with this tradition, h@wevep, as the wing is only one rconm

PRSY

&)

deep == cramped quarters for a growing family. lloreover, there is no cen-
tral chimney and no 1n}7~0f+3n in the ?ra iing or in the cellar that there

ever was a central chimney. Thus, the guestion arises, 1f the wings was a
home for seversl years how was it heabed alﬁ now was food prepared? The
stack in the common wall between the win: and the mein block does not have
the appearance of once havinj; been an end chimney., 4s a further complica=-
tion, none of the fireplaces in the two existing stacks has an oven, siving
rise to the questlon of where was the cooking done after both the msin block
and the wing were in existence? One possible explanation of thesze circum=-
stances 1s that the original wing was thoroughly altered during the 19th
century with the advent of the conal kitchen ranze, and the d@me tic arrane=-
ments both for when 2 wing existed alone and Tor later when the main bloak
had been built simply are unknown.

An equally fascinating line of inquiry relates to the handsome rPalladia)
frontispiece, .no was the architect or builder responsible for it? ‘jas it
part o the house when coriginally constructed, or was it added? Lcseven such
Trontispieces ?ave bteen identified in Connecticut, all dating from the late
1€th century." Their common festures are that
they are shallow, projecting pavilions with a screen of four, one-story
Ionic columns, under a Palladisn window with short balustrade, and Ionic
pilasters, and crownecd by a recessed pediment embellished with moldinge and
modillion blocks, Usually the cornice of the screen extends to become the
lintels of the flanking windows. Only one architect, 7Willian Zprats (1756-
1810), has been established by documentation to have desl ned such {rontis-

pieces, Uilliam L. Jarren has demonstrated that gmratu desi_-ned the front-
iepieces for the Jdulius Leming Youse and Lheldon's “Tyern in Litehfield, and
probably for the Lclomon Cowles ‘louge in ‘armin. ton. There is no reason

to thinls that “rr te desicned all the others, or that he did not. David
Toadley (177,-1038) and Tertimeus ~abricue (1791-1£2%9), both talented archi-
cts, were active in the ares at this tine., 7t ray be conjectured that one
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could have cepied from another, or that all used the same plate (as yet un-
identified) in a pettern btook. It is to be hoped that future research will
resolve some of these questions,

-

Cne analysis, or conjecture, of the rellamy “ouse holds that it was
built, c. 1760, as a normal four-bay Colonial structure, with the doorwgy in
the second bay from the esst. Then, at the time Joseph zellamy died in 1790
and his lawyer son, David, inherited the property, Sprats was called in from
nearby Litchfield, where he lived from 1782 to 1737 to add fashionshle im-
provements that included the frontispiece, the windcw and eaves cornices, the
interior cornices, the eared architraves of the hall doorways, and the
Adamesque mantel in the drawing room, Local tradition that comes down with
the house does not include an, such important incident of alterations. The
unigue aspect of the :ellamy House is that the pavilion is off center, oc=-
cupying the right half of the facade., In all other cases the pavilion is a
central element. This observation may te used to support the arzsument that
if the frontispiece were original to the tfellamy Fouse, the house would have
teen so df;igned that the pavilion was centrally positioned, as in all other
examples. "~

n

The abtsence of solutions to these protlems in no way detracts from the
character and siznificance of this handsome house and jrounds. The house,
outtuildings, and acreage are all artifacts closely related to the career of
an important 1cth century preacher, author, and educator whose work strongly
influenced the thinking of his times. The sturdy construction and elaborate
embellishment of the house support its significance in the history of American
architecture.

The -ellamy family owned the property for more than 100 years, into the
third quarter of the 19th century. Then, after changing hands several times
in the space of a few years, it was held by a single owner to 1913. The
present owner has been a resldent of the house since 1313.

1. GSee Woodbury Land Records £/1%7, 7/16, etc. These transactions are
literally noted in_the index to the land records as gifts. Another minister
who had extensive land holdings was Thomas Hooker of Hartford, who owned 1li;
parcels. See volume 1in the Iartford Land Records entitled "Distribution
1639-166..," page 327.
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2. Jatermury epablican, July 22, 1931, sMagazine section.

3

. Andarson, p. ow3fo.

4., Anderson, n. 40275F,

D¢ NeCudei3e, V.o 7, . 735,
L. andoerson,; p. 371.

/. anderson, »n. 405,

d. samuel .fonkins was a theological leader in zhode Island. =dwards,

dopkins and Bellamy constituted a triumvirate that dominated ~New Snaland
theology 1n the third gquarter of the 1s8th coentury.

9. Anderson, w. 273,

10. Caroline rerriday has studied the land record thoroughly, and has
constructed a map of the llorth Furchase, c. 1770, showing the several owners
and their properties. :he has carefully established that the 61/161 trans-
action relates to the land where the house stands. COriginally, the parcel
was rectangular; over the years it has become tapered in shape, with the
narrow tip at the south. (larolino rferridav is the awnor of the housce.)

11. Xelly, pe 17.

12, 4 1913 snapshot shows a small central brick chimney in the wing,
off center to the north. The chimney has the appearance of beinz suitable
for the flue of a stove.

13. Connecticut muses with pavilions similar to that of the Joseph
sZellamy douse, tnetative listing:

Zlijah Coardman House, 1793, 51 iain street, lew [i{ilford (Photograpn &).

Solomon Cowles iouse, .lain street, Jarmington (Photozraph 9),

/
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cnlius _ening Souse, 179, Jopth Jtreet, Litenlfisld (Jhoto_raeh 19).
"y o -. TTADY 3 R o ~ ATV T . o Ty e KN SO TR qet
SOoYre .‘T)‘lbe’ iy [ Dl s PGV (SRS o1 b ,v‘,'\.l. o, L I’ SIS IES Lz.f“/ IRE R ) - oL e
3 $ . - - r 4 + - & e ST ¥ o ioladel
south of interscctinn of oubtas & and 47, Jooibury (Uicture, .acson, page 202).
. o~ . . N I T [ 3T 4y ot e ~ hva
Seoville ouse, ¢, 1725, <n the Sreen on sits o0 Hobtel Zlton, caterbury
. 2 = .. P H l
(fhotozrach a 211 tis > ’

X -
cheldon's aph 11).
Steny Lrook LONTUry
(Ficture, as
14, ”P“P*'” cnaland, Ve i,
s e ) A
wlnter, vSL, an nbisuarian, ve 2,
P N

16, Young men studied for the ministry at institutions such as Yale  and

Harvard, but these institutions were not devoted exclucively to the st dy of
theolomy.
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NAME / TITLE
Cavid DL ansom
ORGANIZATION DATE
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STREET & NUMBER ‘ TELEPHONE
23 sunrise H111L Drive 703 52125117
CITY OR TOWN STATE
iont dartfosd Jormnectiont 05107

EBISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE = LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Q;//jy‘ L i e
TITLE Director, Connecticut hlstparlcal Commission” DATE February 19, 1982

[FOR NPS USE ONLY
I HEREBY QET‘!T!FY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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coseph Pellamy Zouse
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UTH References

18/6,49560/116121,0
18/61,9200/4611100
18/64,9090/14611090
18/6.9060/14611200
18/61,5960/14611290
18/6,8590/:612110
18/61,9100/4612110
18/648210/.,612020
18/6.,49210/4612020
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Joseph Bellamy House

Bethlehem, CT
Scale: 1" = 15°
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