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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This theatre was erected in 1919 from the design of Thomas
Lamb, the celebrated theatre architect, whose office was in New
York City. The theatre is, in plan, the "Stadium" type without a
balcony. The architectural style inside is the dignified and
tasteful Lamb "Adam" style. The stage is large and complete, as
the house was designed for Vaudeville, Plays, Musicals and other
stage presentations.

The entrance lobby is at the intersection of Clifton Avenue
and Fourth Street, which are important streets in Lakewood. K The
original Marquee is in place, though it has been refaced; and the
original lighting patterns are still under this aluminum facing.
The entrance lobby and the main lobby were re-done during a
"Modernization" in the late forties (1947).  Air conditioning was
installed in the lobby areas with the result that the original
wall treatments were covered with plywood paneling. However, the
arched ceiling still retains its Adam plaster ornament. Except
for a classic fountain, this is the only part of the original
lobby design that is visible. On the paneled walls are inter-
esting wall sconces salvaged from the Shipwrecked "Normandy".

Passages from this lobby lead up into the crossover of the
main auditorium. This divides the Orchestra from the upper part
of the Stadium which extends to the rear wall of the theatre.
This condition accounts for the tunnel-like Lobby, as it is under
the Stadium.

The Auditorium ‘is in an excellent state of preservation, and
is a pleasing example of the simple, though elegant, Adam styling
that Lamb's office was capable of producing. It is a clean, airy
and uncluttered interior. The main ceiling is in the shape of a
graceful ellipse which extends from the proscenium. The prosce-
nium arch is decorated with formal, subdued Adam plaster mould-
ings.

Flanking the proscenium are the "Stage Boxes" in arched
recesses. During the forties renovation, the boxes were removed,
the arches filled in with lath and plaster, and a mural was
painted on the plaster surface. The mural is "Moderne" and is in
contrast with the overall Adam design. The side elevation con-
tinues with a series of three arches whose vaults intersect the
curve of the main ceiling in a most pleasing manner. Originally
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Strand Theatre in Lakewood is probably the last vintage
theatre in Ocean County and is one the finest remaining examples
of an entertainment facility dating from the second decade of the
20th century in the state. Designed in 1919 by noted theatre
architect Thomas W. Lamb (1871-~1942), the simple exterior :fenes-
tration of the Strand hides the fine and elegant Neo-classical
Adamesque and Art Deco interior details.

On May 9, 1919, the property on the corner of Fourth Street
and Clifton Avenue was sold to the Ferber Amusement Corporation
operators of the Capitol Theatre on Clifton Avenue. A contract
was let to move the Clifton Hotel from the site and a theatre was
erected with a seating capacity of 1800. The theatre was adver-
tised as Lakewood's "Beautiful New Playhouse."” The Strand opened
with a billing of a big star line up of vaudeville acts as a
regular fare on Friday and Saturday evenings. During the week
there were current Broadway shows and pre-Broadway tryouts. A
unique feature of the time was bringing a currently running
Broadway Show to the Strand for a one night only performance. All
this occurréd ywhile Lakewood was still in its Golden Era, when the
hotel register read like a social register, and prominent people
came from far and wide. Many of the large Lakewood Hotels such as
"Laurel-in-the-Pines" would reserve three or four hundred seats at
the Strand for their guests during the weekend performances.

Over the years the theatre has experienced many changes,
starting with 1live theatre, then silent films, followed by
sound movies. It was the scene of a Forest Fire Relief Perfor-
mance (Benefit) in 1941, with the well-known columnist Ed Sullivan
as Master of Ceremonies. The theatre helped in the selling of two
and a half million dollars of War Bonds. 1In April, 1956, the
United States Senator Estes Kefauver spoke from the stage of the
Strand at an Ocean County Democratic political rally.
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Description (continued)

there were chandeliers in each of these arches, in front of the
stage box arch and from the center of the main ceiling, where it
was located is a large dome-like motif. (The winch for this
chandelier is still in place.) Under the forties wall coverings
in the arches, the original red damask still exists and gives a
hint of the original color schemes of the theatre which probably
employed cream and Wedgewood blue.

The sight lines are exceptionally good, and the stage is in
excellent view from all seats. Acoustics are also fine as this
was designed for stage presentations before the age of electronic
amplification.

The stage, designed for stage productions which was the scene
of many pre-Broadway shows, is very large with ample wings. The
stage house, too, is large and was capable of handling the most
complex scenery. The fly-gallery once boasted of fifteen lines.
However, the stage equipment is in most cases antiquated from
disuse and age. (An enormous movie screen and its speakers now
take up most of the actual stage).

The orchestra pit exists but was floored over during the
renovations. Under stage area, including some of the dressing
rooms, is presently out-of-date and mal-functioning. New systems,
if they were installed would take up much less space--and should
be relocated.

The proscenium opening is forty feet wide, and is thirty-five
feet high at the center of the arch. The stage opening plus the
wings is seventy-five feet and the stage is twenty-five and a half
feet deep from the curtain line. The asbestos curtain has been
removed but the rigging still remains. The curtains now in use
are from the nineteen forties and are operable.

The exterior construction is brick with the main ornamenta-
tion being arches of contrasting brick. The building's massive
simplicity on its corner site gives it a very commanding appear-
ance. There are stores on the Clifton Street side (under the back
of the Stadium) and on the Fourth Street side there are stores
with apartments above.
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Description (continued)

It must be noted that the theatre has been in use since
nineteen twenty-two and has been well maintained. It is a clean
attractive theatre building, is structurally sound, and is a fine
example of the Lamb "Adam" period. It was not conceived as a
"Movie Palace" thus the simplicity of design. It was not until
the forties renovation that it was turned over to movies com-
pletely, though not in such a manner as to impede its return to
its original purpose.

There is ample chamber space in the old Stage Box areas,
where the interior walls curve inward to meet the proscenium to
replace the theatre pipe organ. Such an installation would add
another dimension to the future use of this fine theatre.
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Significance (continued)

The Strand architect was Thomas W. Lamb, whose career spanned
the whole panorama of movie house design, from the pre-history of
the nickelodeon days, through the golden age, and into the blue-
mirror-and-chrome-stair-rail era of the decline and fall. Lamb
was born in Dundee Scotland in 1887 and came to the United States
when he was twelve. After graduating in architecture from Cooper
Union in New York, he went to work for the city as a building
inspector. In 1909, as his first assignment, he was engaded by
William Fox to design the City Theatre on Fourteenth Street, then
New York City's movie midway. During his lifetime, Lamb designed
more than three hundred theaters in all parts of the world, and
had several notable achievements in non-theatrical architecture as
well: Madison Square Garden, and his unexecuted design for the
Palace of the Soviets in Moscow for which he won an award in an
international competition held in 1932.

Three years later, Lamb was retained by H.N. Marvin to design
the Regent Theatre, the remarkable house in lower Harlem.

Moe and Mitchell Mark retained him to design their new
theatre at Forty-Seventh Street and Broadway, New York City, the
Strand. For the Strand Lamb went classical and planned an audi-
torium with Corinthian columns on either side of the proscenium
and a huge pancakes Wedgewood bowl of a dome over the balcony.
The next Lamb success was the Rialto, here the style was pure
Adam. 1In 1917, Lamb's next theatre was the Rivoli. The auditor-
ium was a pleasant example of his by-now-familiar Adam style, with
the arched organ grilles, the dome and the bas-relief sounding
board of the orchestra platform. In 1918, Lamb was chosen to
design the Capitol, and from that time on his fortunes were made.
Lamb's Fox and Stanley Theatres in Philadelphia, the Albee Thea-
tres in Cincinnati and Brooklyn, Strand in Brooklyn, Keith's 86th
Street, Loew's State and Academy of Music in New York--in addition
to the Strand in Lakewood, New Jersey, are all prime examples of
Lamb's Adam Period. The Strand in Lakewood is the only vintage
theatre remaining in the entire county of Ocean and certainly
one of the very few examples of this style of architecture in
existence in this state.
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Preserving the Strand Theatre will provide facilities for cultural and per-
forming arts., This cultural arts complex will provide rehearsal halls for
Music, Theatre Arts, Drama, Dance and Children's Theatre. An Art Gallery will
also be maintained. The theatre will be home to the fine performing organizations
in Ocean County as well as a showcase for the best performers from around the

world.

Ocean County, caught in a very fast growing pace, and busy meeting the basic
services of its population has not been able to create a strong cultural
atmosphere. Restoring the Strand Theatre to its original state will give county
residents the perfect place to stage the Arts as well as a most desirable theatre
for an audience to view the performances. The public will receive an additional
pleasure from the Strand as it is both historical and unique in design and the
only one of its kind in Ocean County.

The operation of this center will offer low cost high quality entertainment to the
people which would normally not be available. It is anticipated that this center
will be the focal point for the redevelopment of downtown Lakewood. Lakewood is
an area that has been targeted by the government for urban renewal.
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