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Minnesota Historic Preservation Office 

Request for Removal from the National Register of Historic Places 

Name of Property: Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's Residence (NR 82002976) 

Address: 506 Fifth Street SE 

City/Township: Deer River 

County: Itasca 

Reason for Removal: The property has ceased to meet the criteria for listing because the 
qualities which caused it to be listed have been lost or destroyed (36 CFR 60.15 (a)). 

Dates and Nature of Change: Razed, circa 2011 

Comments: 
The nomination for the Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's Residence spoke to the 
property's significance "for its association with the Itasca Lumber Company, ... the foremost 
logging concern in the region ." 1 The lumber company helped establish Deer River, where it 
platted an addition to the community and built several employee homes. The 1904 
Superintendent's Residence, a log cabin built at the peak of the lumber company's activity in 
Deer River, was made from Norway pine logs measuring 18 inches in diameter and 30 feet in 
length. By 1982, when the property was added to the National Register of Historic Places, the 
lumber company's depot-office and mill were gone and its housing district was greatly altered, 
making the Superintendent's Residence "the most identifiable remaining link to this important 
firm." 1 

Now this link to the company is lost as well. Records indicate that the house was put on the 
market as a bank foreclosure in 2005, with a "possible pest problem ... termite issues ... [and 
a] lead-based paint problem."2 By 2016, the house had been demolished and an addition to the 
nearby Cyrus M. King Elementary School built on the site. Karen Storlie, a paraprofessional at 
the school, indicated in a May 2016 interview that the residence had been demolished three or 
four years earlier. 3 No newspaper record of the demolition was found for either 2012 or 2013, 
but aerial photos indicate that the building was demolished after 2010 and before 2014, 
making 2011 the most likely date for the demolition.4 Ms. Storlie also mentioned that prior to 
demolition, some parts of the structure were salvaged; she herself acquired some windows 
and cabinets from the property. 3 

When it was nominated in 1982, the Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's Residence 
retained the seven aspects of integrity (location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association) needed to be nominated to the National Register. The integrity of the 
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property's setting within a residential neighborhood is much the same, although the nearby 
elementary school's footprint has expanded since the nomination was written. The integrity of 
the design and workmanship was lost when the building was torn down. While some of the 
materials were salvaged before demolition, their integrity is lost without the context of the 
building itself. The integrity of feeling and association with the Itasca Lumber Company was 
also lost when the residence was demolished. 

References: 
1Haidet, Mark. "Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's Residence," National Register of 

Historic Places Registration Form, 1982. Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office, 
Minnesota Historical Society, Saint Paul. 

2Online house listing 
(http://208.229.144.62/us/us/homes/w/1348/&case=8000196454&/search.html) 
accessed and printed out 20 January 2005. Inventory files. Minnesota Historic 
Preservation Office, Minnesota Historical Society, Saint Paul. The listing mistakenly gives 
the house address as 504 Fifth Street SE; the correct number is 506. 

3Storlie, Karen. Interview with Emily Ganzel. Deer River, Minnesota, 27 May 2016. Summary, 
Inventory files. Minnesota Historic Preservation Office, Minnesota Historical Society, 
Saint Paul. 

4www.historicaerials.com. Accessed 27 June 2016. 

Field Check By: Emily Ganzel, 27 May 2016. 

Legal Description: 
Lots 36-39 
Block 3 
Second Addition to Deer River 

1ij1 o/tB 
Amy Spong Date 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, MN Department of Admin 
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HISTORIC NAME: 
CURRENT NAME:

Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's 
Resideaee

COUNTY: Itasca MAR 1 5 l382

CITY/TUP.: Deer River-City
LEGAL DESC.: Lots 36-39, Block 3, Second Addition to 

Deer River
ADDRESS:

506 Fifth St, SE

CLASSIFICATION: CONDITION: SIGNIFICANCE: THEME/S:
Building X Excellent Local X Primary Industry
Structure Good X State Secondary Settlement
Object Fair National Others
District Deteriorated

Restricted
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: 
OCCUPIED:

Yes X 
Yes X

No_
No"

PRESENT USE:
Residence

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1904

ORIGINAL OWNER: Itasca Lumber Company
ORIGINAL USE: Residence 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Theodore W. Olson
506 5th St, SE 
Deer River, MN 56636

LOCAL CONTACT/ORG.: Itasca County Historical Society,
P,0, Box 664, Old Central School Grand Rapids, MN 55744

FORM PREPARED BY: 
DATE:

Mark Haidet 
March 1981

ACREAGE: Less than one acre X

UTM REFERENCE:
Deer River Quad. 7.5 

15 / 440490 / 5241670

DESCRIPTION:
The Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's log residence is a local landmark in Deer 

River, an historic logging town characterized by small frame residential structures. The 
house occupies a corner location on the community's south side immediately west of the 
public school building.

The 1904 gable-roofed square structure is constructed of Norway pine logs measuring 
approximately 18" in diameter and 30' in length with saddle-notch corner-timbering. About 
1919 both sides of the roof were raised to create extra space on the second story. Shingle 
sheathing adorns the gable ends and the walls of the raised second level. An enclosed hipped 
porch featuring vertical log construction and multi-paned windows extends the length of 
the west (front) facade. Fenestration is irregular; windows vary in size and the number 
of lights. A recent shingled shed addition is located at the rear of the structure. Despite '
the additions, the house retains its rustic character._________________ ________________________
SIGNIFICANCE:

The Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's Residence is significant for its association 
with the Itasca Lumber Company. The company, the foremost logging concern in the region, 
had a tremendous impact on the initial development and settlement of Deer River and western 
Itasca County. Founded by prominent Minneapolis lumberman H.C. Akeley in 1886, the firm 
established its local headquarters in Deer River ten years later. The company constructed 
the region's longest logging railroad (incorporated as the Minneapolis and Rainy River 
Railroad in 1904) fromDeer River northward to Craig between 1896 'and 1906, Several small 
unincorporated communities were established along the line and the company widely promoted 
settlement of its cutover lands. At its peak shortly after the turn of the century, the 
company operated between fifteen and twenty camps a season and cut over 100,000,000ft. of timb 
a year which was then transported by rail to the Mississippi River’south of Deer River and 
floated downstream to the firm's large Minneapolis mill. In 1904, David Joyce, president 
of the Itasca Lumber Company, and John S. Pillsbury, former Minnesota governor and prominent 
Minneapolis lumberman and miller, erected a large mill in Deer River to saw the company's 
lower grades of timber which could not be floated downstream. The Itasca Lumber Company 
platted a large addition to Deer River and constructed several houses for employees of the 
mill, then operating under the name Deer River Lumber Company. With the closing of its 
Minneapolis mill in 1910, the Itasca Lumber Company acquired the Deer River mill and operated

(see continuation sheet)
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Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's 
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COUNTY: - Itasca P 1 ~ 1Q 2 
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t- Ci ,(_ ~ -(__ 
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Deer River 
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Building X 
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Object ----
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Excellent ---
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Fair ------
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State ----
National 
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Others 

Deteriorated -----------
---

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: 
OCCUPIED: 

DATE CONSTRUCTED: 1904 

Yes No X 
Yes X No 
YesX No 

ORIGINAL OWNER: Itasca Lumber Company 

Restricted PRESENT USE: 
Residence 

ORIGINAL USE: Residence 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: unknown 
OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Theodore W. Olson 
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ACREAGE: Less than one acre X 

---
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DATE: March 1981-

DESCRIPTION: 
The Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's log residence is a local landmark in Deer 

River, an historic logging town characterized by small frame residential structures. The 

house occupies a corner location on the connnunity's south side innnediately west of the 

public school building. 
The 1904 gable-roofed square structure is constructed of Norway pine logs measuring 

approximately 18" in diameter and 30' in length with saddle-notch corner-timbering . About 

1919 both sides of the roof were raised to create extra space on the second story. Shingle 

sheathing adorns the gable ends and the walls of the raised second level. An enclosed hipped 

porch featuring vertical log construction and multi-paned windows extends the length of 

the west (front) facade. Fenestration i_s irregular; windows vary in size and the number 
of lights. A recent shingled shed addition is located at the rear of the structure. Despite ··­

the additions, the house retains its rustic character. 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's Residence is significant for its a"ssociation 

with the Itasca Lumber Company. The company, the foremost logging concern in the region, 
had a tremendous impact on the initial development and settlement of-Deer River and western 

Itasca County. Founded by prominent Minneapolis lumberman H.C. Akeley in 1886, the firm 

established its local headquarters in Deer River ten years later. The company constructed 
the region's longest logging railroad (incorporated as the Minneapolis and Rainy River 

Railroad in 1904) fromDeer River northward to Craig between 1896 'and 1906. Several small 

unincorporated connnunities were established along the line and the company widely pFOmoted 

settlement of its cutover lands. At its peak shortly after the turn of the century, the 
company operated between fifteen and twenty camps a season and cut ~ver 100,000,000ft. of timb 

a year which was then transported by rail to the Mississippi River·south of Deer River and 

floated downstream to the firm's large Minneapolis mill. In 1904, David Joyce, president 

of the Itasca Lumber Company, and John S. Pillsbury, former Minnesota governor and prominent 

Minneapolis lumberman and miller, erected a large mill in Deer River to saw the comp·any's 
lower grades of timber which could not be floated downstream. The Itasca Lumber Company 

platted a large addition to Deer River and constructed several houses for employees of the 

mill, then operating under the name Deer River Lumber Company, With the closing of its 

Minneapolis mill in 1910, the Itasca Lumber Company acquired the Deer River mill and operated 

(see continuation sheet) 
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Itasca Humber Company Superintendent's Residence

Significance - page 2

Itasca County
Deer River, Minnesota

it until its discontinuation in 1921. The log superintendent's residence, erected in 1904, 
housed the firm's chief local administrator, W.R, Wallace, With the disappearance of the 
large combination depot-office and the mill, and substantial alteration of the housing 
district, the Superintendent's Residence is the most identifiable remaining link to this 
important firm.

Bibliography;

Deer River News, September 4, 1958.
Wallace, Franklin (Son of William Wallace). Conversation with Mark Haldet, February 1981. 
Zetterstrom, John. "The Story of a Logging Town", 1932.
Zetterstrom, Lydia. "The Itasca Lumber Company and Minneapolis and Rainy River Railway", 

1932.
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Bibliography: 
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October 8, 2018 

Amy Sprong 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
50 Sherburne A venue 
Administration Building 203 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 

RECEIVED OCT 1 6 2018 

RE: Itasca Lumber Company Superintendent's Residence, 506 Fifth Street SE, Deer River, 
Itasca County 

Dear Ms. Sprong, 
This letter is in response to yours dated October 2, 2018 regarding the above property and its 
potential delisting from the state's National Register of Historic Places. 

Based on our records, the Deer River School District acquired the property in June 2015 from 
Itasca County Habitant for Humanity. My recollection is that Habitat for Humanity had acquired 
it not long before that through an Itasca County foreclosure auction. Since aerial photos confirm 
the building was demolished before 2014 (per the delisting request included with your letter), it 
is clear that the district's acquisition was after the building was razed. I cannot recall if the 
building was demolished before or after Habitat for Humanity acquired the property. 

Your letter indicates that I may comment on whether the property should be removed from the 
Register. For the simple reason that the building no longer exists and no significant materials 
from the site remain, I would suggest that is the prudent course of action. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 

Regards, 

Matt Grose 
Superintendent 

cc: Itasca County Board of Commissioners, Itasca County Courthouse, 123 NE 4th St., Grand 
Rapids, MN 55744 

The Honorable Steven Geving, Mayor of Deer River, Deer River City Hall, 60 2nd St. SE., PO 
Box 70, Deer River, MN 56636 

President, Itasca County Historical Society, 201 N. Pokegama Ave., Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
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National Register of Historic Places 

Denis P. Gardner 

12/10/2018 
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