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Minnesota Historic Preservation Office 
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SEP 2 3 2016 

Request for Removal from the National Register of Historic Places Natl. R~o-of Historic Places 
Nat1onr1/ Park Servic 

Name of Property: Eitzen Stone Barn (NR 82002965) 

Address: Iowa Avenue South 

City/Township: Eitzen 

County: Houston 

Reason for Removal: Property has ceased to meet the criteria for listing because the qualities 
which caused it to be listed have been lost or destroyed. (36 CFR 60.15 (a)) 

Dates and Nature of Change: Razed, 2004. 

Comments: 
Built sometime in the 1870s or 1880s, the Eitzen Stone Barn was in "fair" condition when it was 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places in 1982 as "an unusual vernacular 
example of the stone mason's art, distinctive in Houston County." 1 Built and owned by German 
immigrants, the barn also represented the agricultural way of life that flourished in Eitzen's 
German immigrant community. 

At the time of its nomination, the barn was used for farm storage. Twenty-two years later, in 
2004, owner Charlie Schroeder had the building torn down. 2 James Gulbranson dismantled the 
barn and moved the stones to his farm where he planned to reassemble them. According to 
President Shirley Johnson of the Houston County Historical Society, "that project was never 
completed." 3 

At the time of the 1980 nomination, the Eitzen Stone Barn retained the seven aspects of 
integrity (location, design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling and association). The 
property's setting remains the same on a quiet rural road, just one hundred feet from the Iowa 
border. But the barn's location, design, materials, workmanship,feeling, and association were 
lost when the property was dismantled. 

References: 
1 Frame, Robert M., Ill. "Eitzen Stone Barn," National Register of Historic Places Registration 

Form, 1982. Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office, Minnesota Historical Society, 
Saint Paul. 

2Houston County Historical Society (HCHS) email to Emily Ganzel. 19 April 2016. 



Request for Removal from National Register: Eitzen Stone Barn, NR 82002965 2 

3President Shirley Johnson of the HCHS email to Emily GanzeI, ·22 March 2016. 

Field Check: Emily Ganzel, 14 February 2016 

Legal Description: 
Commencing in the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 32, Township 101, 
Range 5, at the intersection of the east right-of-way line of Trunk Highway 76 and the 
Minnesota-Iowa state boundary; thence northerly along said right-of-way 100 feet to a point of 
beginning; thence due east 150 feet; thence due north 100 feet; thence due west to said right­
of-way line; thence southerly along said right-of-way line to point of beginning. 

Andrea Kajer 
I 

J Date 
Deputy Minnesota Historic Preservation Officer 







HISTORIC NAME: 
CURRENT NAME:

MINNESOTA HISTORIC PKUREKTIES INVEN'i'UKY b'UKM WAK Z 1982
Eltzen Stone Barn COUNTY: Houston '

Schroeder Stone Barn____________CITY/H'/P. : Winnebago Township
LEGAL DESC,:

See below
ADDRESS: south of Eltzen City, along 

Iowa Avenue, east side

CLASSIFICATION:
Building X

CONDITION:
Excellent

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local X

THEME/S:
Primary Agriculture

Structure Good State Secondary Other: Building
Obiect F?lr X National Others Technology
District Deteriorated Settlement (ethnic)

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Yes No X Restricted PRESENT USE:
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: Yes X No Farm storage
OCCUPIED: Yes X No

DATE CONSTRUCTED: ca. 1870s-80s ORIGINAL USE: Barn
ORIGINAL OWNER: Unknown ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Christian Krueger (?)
OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Robert Schroeder

Dorchester, Iowa

LOCAL CONTACT/CRG.: N/A
FORM PREPARED BY: Robert M. Frame III, Ph.D. 
DATE: May 29, 1981

ACREAGE: Less than one acre X

UTM REFERENCE:
Eltzen, Minn.-Iowa Quad. 
15 / 624190 / 4817670

DESCRIPTION:
The stone barn Is located at the south edge of the city of Eltzen along the east 

side of the road which, historically, connected the community of Portland Prairie, Minnesota, 
with Dorchester, Iowa. The rectangular bam Is constructed of random-coursed rubble 
stone with rough-hewn, pegged-tlmber Interior framing. The corrugated metal gable roof 
and supporting wood beams are of more recent construction. There are several round- 

. arch door openings In the north, south, and east walls, Including two large vehicle entr}n«?ays. 
The west wall has a serious crack In the stonework.

SIGNIFICANCE:
The Eltzen Stone Barn Is significant In the areas of local agriculture, vernacular 

architecture, and ethnic settlement. Although the date of construction Is unknown. It 
probably was built by either Christian Krueger (property owner 1865-79) or Johann 
Christopher Schroeder (owner 1879-94); both were part of the German Immigrant community 
In the Eltzen area. (Krueger was the stone mason who constructed the stone store for 
Christian Bunge Jr. also Included In this Multiple Resource Nomination.) Agriculturally, 
the barn represents the general farming orientation of the community and county which, 
until the 1800s, were largely devoted to growing wheat. Architecturally, It Is an 
unusual vernacular example of the stone mason's art, distinctive In Houston County, although 
representative of the general use of stone In southeastern Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
Commencing In the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 32, Township 

101, Range 5, at the Intersection of the east right-of-way line of Trunk Highway 76 and 
the Mlnnesota-Iowa state boundary; thence northerly along said right-of-way 100 ft. to a 
point of beginning; thence due east 150 ft.; thence due north 100 ft.; thence due west 
to said right-of-way line; thence southerly along said right-of-way line to point of 
beginning.

MINNESOTA HISTOKIC . PKUJ:'tKTltS 1NVtNTUK'1' r'UKM MAK 2 1982 
HISTORIC NAME: 

CURRENT NAME: 

Eitzen Stone Barn 

Schroeder Stone Barn 
LEGAL DESC. : 

See below 

CLASSIFICATION: 
Building._X __ 
Structure ---
Object ___ _ 
District ---

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD: 
OCCUPIED: 

CONDITION: 
Excellent __ _ 
Good ------
FGir X 
Deteriorated __ 

Yes No X Restricted 
Yes X No 
Yes X No 

DATE CONSTRUCTED: ca. 1870s-80s 

ORIGINAL OWNER: Unknown 

OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS: Robert Schroeder 
Dorchester, Iowa 

COUNTY: Houston 1.-c;.1 -, 

CITY/TWP.: Winnebago ,,Township 
ADDRESS: south of Eitzen City, alon~ 

Iowa Avenue, east side 

SIGNIFICANCE: THEME/S: 
Loca l __ X=--­
S t ate ----
National ---

ORIGINAL USE: 

Primary Agriculture 
Secondary Other: Building 
Others Technology 

Settlement (ethnic) 

PRESENT USE: 
Farm storage 

Barn 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Christian Krueger (?) 

ACREAGE: Less than one acre X 

UTM REFERENCE: 
----------------------------------i 
LOCAL CONTACT/CRG.: 

FORM PREPARED BY: Ro ert M. Frame III, Ph.D. 
DATE: May 29, 1981 

DESCRIPTION: 

Eitzen, Minn.-Iowa Quad. 

15 / 624190 / 4817670 

The stone barn is located at the south edge of the city of Eitzen along the east 
side of the road which, historically, connected the community of Portland Prairie, Minnesota, 
with Dorchester, Iowa. The rectangular barn is constructed of random-coursed rubble 
stone with rough-hewn, pegged-timber interior framing. The corrugated metal gable roof 
and supporting wood beams are of more recent construction. There are several round-
arch door openings in the north, south, and east walls, including two large vehicle entryways. 
The west wall has a serious crack in the stonework. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 
The Eitzen Stone Barn is significant in the areas of local agriculture, vernacular 

architecture, and ethnic settlement. Although the date of construction is unknown, it 
probably was built by either Christian Krueger (property owner 1865-79) or Johann 
Christopher Schroeder (owner 1879-94); both were part of the German immigrant community 
in the Eitzen area. (Krueger was the stone mason who constructed the stone store for 
Christian Bunge Jr. also included in this Multiple Resource Nomination.) Agriculturally, 
the barn represents the general farming orientation of the community and county which, 
until the 1800s, were largely devoted to growing wheat. Architecturally, it is an 
unusual vernacular example of the stone mason's art, distinctive in Houston County, although 
representative of the general use of stone in southeastern Minnesota. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Commencing in the sou~heast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 32, Township 
101, Range 5, at the intersection of the east right-of-way line of Trunk Highway 76 and 
the Minnesota-Iowa state boundary; thence northerly along said right-of-way 100 ft. to a 
point of beginning; thence due east 150 ft.; thence due north 100 ft.; thence due west 
to said right-of-way line; thence southerly along said right-of-way line to point of 
beginning. 
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Eitzen Stone Barn 
Winnebago Twp . ; Houston County 
Robert Frame 
1976 
Minnesota Historical Society , 690 

Cedar St.; St. Paul, MN 55101 
Northwest perspective 
01719/20 "' l~ l 

NOTICE : This material may be prntectec1 
by copyright law (T 1tle 17 U. S. Code). 

FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THt 
MIN lESOTA HISTORIU !. SOCIETY 

TH IS PHOTOGRAPH IS FOR Rc.rcRtNCE US 
ONLY. IT r.lAY NOT BE REl)RODUCED OR 
SOLD WITH OUT WRITTE PERMISSION.. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Minnesota Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 

345 Kellogg Blvd West, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 
651-259-3451 

Stephanie Toothman, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 

Denis P. Gardner 

Septemberl9, 2016 

NAME OF PROPERTY: Eitzen Stone Barn 

COUNTY AND STATE: Houston County, Minnesota 

SUBJECT: National Register: 
D Nomination 
D Multiple Property Documentation Form 
D Request for determination of eligibility 
~ Request for removal (Reference No. 82002965) 
D Nomination resubmission 
D Boundary increase/decrease (Reference No. ) 
D Additional documentation (Reference No. ) 

DOCUMENTATION: 

D Original National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
D Multiple Property Documentation Form 
D Continuation Sheets 
~ Removal Documentation 
~ Photographs 
~ CD w/image files 
0 Original USGS Map 
D Sketch map(s) 
D Correspondence 

D Owner Objection 
The enclosed owner objections 
DoD Do not D constitute a majority of property owners 

STAFF COMMENTS: 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

September 19, 2016 

Ms. Stephanie Toothman 
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 

Mail Stop 2280, 8th Floor 
1201 Eye Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Toothman : 

RE : Removal from the National Register: 

Using the Power of History to Transform Lives 
PRESERVING > SHARING > CONNECTING 

Blind Department Building & Dow Hall, State School for the Blind {90001092), Faribault, Rice County, MN 
Pierce House (80002101), Rochester, Olmsted County, MN 
Eitzen Stone Barn (82002965), Eitzen, Houston County, MN 
Bridge No. L1409 (90000978), Hillsdale Township, Winona County, MN 

The Minnesota Historic Preservation Office is requesting the removal of four (4) properties from the National 
Register of Historic Places. The enclosed sheets indicate the names and locations of the properties and the 
change in status which necessitates the removal request. 

In accordance with 36 CFR 60.15, the legal owners and the applicable chief elected local official have been 
notified in accordance with the state's established notification procedures and were given the requisite time (30 
days) to respond. 

If you have any questions regarding this request for removal, please contact Denis Gardner, National Register 
Historian at 651-259-3451, denis.gardner@mnhs.org, or the address listed. 

Sincerely, 

~::~~ ~:f.&tion Officer 
encl. 

Minnesota Historical Soci et y, 345 Ke_l logg Boulevard West, Saint Paul, Minne~ota 55102 
651-259-3000 • 888-727-8386 • www.m nhs.org 
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