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1. Name
historic Landru Toirib

and/or common same

2. Location
Ascension Catholic Church Cemetery, whioh i&~loG 

street & number jaoaj %Ao corner of*5t. Vincent and Claiborne Sts not for publication

city, town Donaldsonvilie n/a vicinity of

state LA code 22 county Ascension Parish code 005

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
building(s) *" private

jc — structure both
site Public Acquisition
object jo/a in process

_£z/a being considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

X other: tomb

4. Owner off Property

name Landrt} Family Association
Walter J. Landry, President 

street & number 425 w. Vermilion Street

city, town Lafayette vicinity of state 70501

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ascension Parish Courthouse

street & number Homer Street (no P. O. Box 192

city, town Donaldsonville state LA 70346

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 1980 federal state county local

depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation

city, town Baton Rouge state



7. Description

Condition
excellent
good

_XLfair

deteriorated
ruins
qnexposed

Check one
x unaltered

altered

Check one
x original site

moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

The Landry Tomb (1845), an extremely monumental above ground multiple burial vault, 
is located in a small town cemetery. Since it was built and filled, it has undergone 
no changes aside from the gradual growth of vines. Hence there is absolutely no integrity 
problem.

The tomb is a two stage monument constructed of ashlar granite. Set on a heavy 
base, the lower stage contains the square tomb space, which has 2 severely cut Doric 
pilasters on each face and a massive diagonally set pier on each corner. Each pier 
is surmounted by an urn. The second stage is a granite cube with a 4 pilaster temple 
front on each face. The walls spread markedly towards the base, which indicates a 
desire to combine Egyptian characteristics with this essentially neo-classical monument.

The tomb is entered on the north side by means of a bronze door and a granite 
stoop.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_JC_ 1800-1 899 
1900-

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric comrrtgnity planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture economics

x architecture education
art engineering
commerce exploration/settlement
communications industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1545 Builder/Architect attributed to James Dakin, Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

The Landry Tomb is significant on the state level in the area of architecture as 
one of the most outstanding extant examples of antebellum Louisiana funerary architecture. 
Louisiana is known for its large elaborately designed tombs, but virtually all of the 
more impressive ones date from the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. Prior 
to the Civil War the finest Classical Revival tombs tended to be sarcophagi (sometimes 
double sarcophagi) with a pediment at each end and a set of corner pilasters. The Landry 
Tomb is far more pretentious than this. Its two stage design with four massive corner 
piers, urns, and a pavilion top which presents a full pedimented portico on each side 
represents a much bolder and more ambitious approach to funerary architecture than was 
common at the time.

The Landry Tomb was built in 1845 and is attributed to James Dakin by his biographer, 
Arthur Scully, Jr. Scully's conclusion that the tomb was "in all likelihood" designed by 
Dakin is based upon the architectural evidence and a drawing in Dakin's collection of 
a building which strongly resembles the tomb.

There are 24 vaults in the Landry Tomb. One of the individuals buried there is 
the one to whom it is dedicated, Joseph Landry, who died in 1814 and was moved into 
the present tomb in 1845.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Scully, Arthur, Jr. James Dakin, Architect. LSU Press, 1973.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property @ . 01 acre

Quadrangle name Donaldsonville,LA

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached sketch map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

statecodecountycode

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Dr. Robert C. Judice

organization Landry Family Association date December 1980

street & number 3635 St. Charles Avenue telephone 504-895-6681

city or town New Orleans state LA 70115

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national _JL_ state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the>to*ional Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature_______________________________________——————————————————————Robert B. DeBlieux

title State Historic Preservation Officer date June 25, 1982
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