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Adath Jeshurun Temple and School are ldécated north of the Old Louisville
Residential District (National Reglster, Feb,, 1975) and just south of the
central business district. The site is close to Male High School ( National
Regi.ﬁte{éfgg))ril, 1970) and the old Presbyterian Seminary ( National Register,
March, .

The Adath Jeshurun Temple is a unique example of the revival of Near-Eastern
architectural styles with elements of Byzantine and Islamic architectural

motifs and decoration. These stylistic tendencies were not used again

for religious architecture in Louisville until the 1960s when the Byzantine
style Wzs employed for the St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church in Louisville's
East En

The Adath Jeshurun Temple is a centralized structure sheathed in yellow

glazed brick. A one-story narthex protrudes on the exterior which has

three entries. Each entry has a double door set in a brick arch. The tympanum
over each doorway contains. decorative glazed tiles in bright colors in
geometric motifs. The central tympanum contains a styl:l.zed Star of David. The
ends of the narthex are articulated by pliaster strips. A parapet caps the
section with a stone band that arches over the center door. The parapet is
adorned with patterned brick work. ! ,

Rising behind the narthex is the mass of the sanctuary. This section rests on
a raised basement of smooth-coursed stone; The facade is divided into three
bays with the central bay corresponding to the width of the narthex, The
central bay has three arched openings. The central arch is the largest and
contains three coupled windows set beneath a brightly colored tile tympanum,
The two flanking openings are narrower W:Lth single width stained glass windows
surmounted by a tile tympanum. A parapet matching the narthex caps this
section. A 1arge red tile sheathed dome dommates the structure and is
Islamic in origin. !

The interior of the narthex is simple in treatment with two flights of stairs
leading down to the office area of the church and three flights ascending

into the sanctuary. The sanctuary is entered from the narthex through

three sets of doors. The interior of the; ‘sanctuary - consists of a centralized
domed space. The dome is supported by a series of smooth-shaft, tapered,
Ionic colums. The capitals have a Star of David between the volutes The
colums support a classical entablature with triglyphs, metopes, guttae

and dentils and an extended cornice: with modillions, The dome is the most
dramatic - feature of the interior. Its st;ructure is accented by heavy ribbing
and cross-braces. The center of the dome contains a simple Star of David, The
gray walls are pierced by handsome stamed glass windows, with religious
symbols of the Star of David, Torah, Ten Commandments, Dove of Peace and

Men orahs surrcunded by foliate foxms The window groups are articulated by

the colums. The lower half of the chancel wall has wood paneling painted white
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Louisville bad a large and prosperous Jewish commmity which became highly
visible during the late nineteenth century. A mumber of handsome

synagogues were built and designed by the finest local architects of the

day. The Adath Jeshurun Temple is unique for its use of Near-Eastern
architectural motifs. The Adath Jeshurun Temple was designed by J.J. Gaffney,
( 1863-1946), one of Louisville's most creative architects.

The congregation of Adath Jeshurun began as the Beth Israel congregation in
1851. The temple was built in 1918 and the school in 1925. The Adath Jeshurun
congregation occupied the building until 1957 when it was sold to Unity

of Louisville. The Unity congregation was founded in the city in 1910.

The temple is a unique example of the use of Byzantine and Islamic
compositional and decorative motifs. The temple's exterior massing

and dominance of the single dome are Islamic in origin, which was influenced
by the Byzantine tradition. The design by J.J. Gaffney is exemplary of

his distinctive decorative style and wide range of stylistic influences
employed in his work. His designs always display a rich and elegant
variety of surface decoration. Gaffney was also responsible for several
other outstanding religious structures in the city including, Holy Name
Roman Catholic Church, St. James Roman Catholic Church and St. Philip Neri
Roman Catholic Church.

The Adath Jeshurun Temple is a unique and exceptional ecclesiastical monument
and an important element in Louisville's outstanding collection of

religious architecture. The temple and school are also important as

designs of J.J, Gaffney, one of Louisville's finest architects.
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with cross-brace motifs at the top. The center of the wall has a niche

with Corinthian pilasters. The sanctuary still retains its original walnut
pews.

Another important interior space is the study which ¢ontains an
elaborate fireplace flanked by bookcases. The fireplace has fluted

Ionic colonettes flanking the opening and a convex hood surmounted by
a classical crown.

Next to the Temple is a school-commmnity house building, built in 1925

and comnects to the Temple in the front by a decorative iron gateway: and
structirally in the rear by an ell. The school is constructed in the same
yellow glazed brick as the Temple but is more classical in:style, The facade
is divided into three bays. The end: bays contain the doorways with simple
porch hoods supported by iron braces. Classical stone cartouches are above
the doors. The central bay has four double-hung windows of 15-over-15
lights with a fanlight above set in brick surrounds with keystones. The
building is capped by a parapet which is decorated by a raised vertical
course of brick and topped by a stone band. Panels of decorative pattermed:
brick with stone lozenges are in the parapet above the windows.. The most
significant interior space of the school is the large meeting room which

has a balcony and stage area. '
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Louisville Unity Center. Ilouisville: Louisville Unity Center, 1939.
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Adath Jeshurun Temple &
School 749-57 s, Brook St
Louisville, Jefferson, Ky
Sanborn Map Co., New York,
1972

Map 2 Sanborn Map
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Adath Jeshurun Temple and School

749-57 South Brook Street

Louisyille, Jefferson, KY

Real Estate Atlas of Jefferson County, 4th Ed,
Miami: Real Estate Development Corp.,nd.

Map 3

HNominated area shown in red.
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Adath Jeshurun Temple &
School  749-57 S. Brook St.
Louisville, Jefferson, KY
Sanborn Map Co., New York,
1972

Map 2 Sanborn Map
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red.
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