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Historical Statement (cont.): U
voters overwhelmingly endorsed the idea of a new site. Immediately purchasing an entire
block in the center of Superior, the County Board selected the plan of local architect
E. S. Radcliffe and Urbana, Illinois architect J. M. Royer from among 30 submissions by
architects across the country. When completed in 1919, the building had cost $600,000.
Although a city-county governmental complex, built in 1970, now houses the sheriff and
jail, and although the o0ld jail has been refurbished into a county social services annex,
the Douglas County Courthouse remains the center of county government.

Architectural Statement (cont.):

rusticated base by a projecting stone molding, are united on the front and side facades

by columns and pilasters which rise through both stories to the cornice. A wide colonnade
of engaged Ionic columns dominates the front facade, while projecting cormer units anchor
the building on either side. Pilasters on the corner units echo the rhythm of the colon-
nade and continue around both sides of the building (although there are no pilasters on
the rear facade). The spandrels which separate the second and third floors are recessed
behind the pllasters and columns, and large expanses of window (now altered and diminished
in size) fill the intercolumnation. Crowning the building, the entablature is composed

of a denticulated and strongly profiled cornice above a frieze upon which is inscribed the
"Douglas County Court House' as well as several panels with appropriate aphorisms (''The
-Cause of Freedom is the Cause of God," and the like) framed by carved wreaths. On the
parapet, two large panels feature griffins and shields. The main entries to the building,
on the front and side facades, are surrounded by stone architraves with entablatures and
feature heavy copper doors (one has been removed on the front facade) with ornamental
panels and transoms.

The dignified restraint of the exterior leads to an interior space as monumental in char-
acter but more elaborate in ornament. Three floors of offices and courtrooms are organlzed
around a multi-storied light court in the center of the building, with balconies on the
upper stories overlooking the space. The balconies of the central court are supported by
- massive concrete piers, faced in marble, which rise to a full entablature at the third
floor, ornamented with decorative triglyphs and metopes on the frieze and a pronounced
cornice. At either end of the court, double stairs leading to a single flight rise
between the floors. Encased with marble, the stairways are ornamented with metal spoke-
like panels between the marble rails. The floors of the lobby feature a variegated tile
surface, and the walls of all three stories (as well as the entry vestibules and the cor-
ridors leading off the light court) are wainscotted in the same marble. A variety of
decorative panels, moldings, and inlays enrich the walls. Illuminating the interior
court, leaded glass skylights, ornamented with stained glass, are set within the panelled
ceiling, with decorative bosses at the intersection of the ribs. Although the public
spaces remain almost entirely intact, the offices have dropped ceilings and other mod-
ifications over the last two years.

Immediately to the south of the Courthouse, the jail and sheriff's residence is a rec-
tangular brick building with cut stone trim and subsidiary wings. The full entablature
on the building echoes that of the Courthouse, and the original entry (now bricked in)
is surrounded by a stone frame surmounted with an ornamental balcony. Gutted in 1975,
the interior of the jail was completely rebuilt to accomodate the expanding social ser-
vice functions of the county government, and a connecting second-story walkway connects
the building with the courthouse. Situated on a spacious courthouse lawn in the center
of Superior, the site of the Douglas County Courthouse measures 300 feet wide on Belknap
Street and 295 feet deep on Hammond -and  Cumming avenues.
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Architectural Statement (cont.):

Significance: An imposing and elaborate example of the Neoclassical style, the
Douglas County Courthouse was hailed as the "finest Court House in the Northwest'
at the time of its completion in 1918, and is clearly among the most monumental
buildings in the county. The dignified exterior of Bedford limestone, dominated
by the Ionic colonnade, and the lavish interior light court, finished in polished
marble, are testaments to the skill and craftsmanship employed in the construction.
Just as importantly, the building employs the full range of symbolic conventions
associated with public architecture during the period. The classical facade is
both restrained and impressive, a self-conscious symbol of civic strength and vir-
tues, while the interior provides a grandiose public space for the enjoyment of the
citizens. Designed by Superior architect E. S. Radcliffe and his co-partner J. M.
Royer of Urbana, Illinois, the building commands an entire block in the center of
the City of Superior and is an important visual landmark.

Connected to the courthouse to the North by a second-story bridge (a recent additiomn),

the Douglas County Jail likewise represents the Neoclassical period of construction.
Like all but one of the other nominated detached jails it was also the residence of
the county sheriff, and therefore represents that specific type of construction.




