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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Buffalo Lodge" is 42' x 25'-8" with screened porches at the south end of each living 
unit. The main entrance of the building is recessed and has the words "Buffalo Lodge" 
formed in the concrete lintel above double doors.

Exterior walls are structural cobblestone masonry which support wood roof framing. 
The roof deck is covered with composition shingles including the dormer roof above 
the main entrance. The dormer window is for the bedroom in the 1-1/2 story portion 
of the larger apartment.

When the building no longer served as a one family residence it was re­ 
modeled into apartments; one apartment being larger with the second 
level bedroom, the other being only a one bedroom unit.

Tall concrete chimneys serve each apartment while a tall brick masonry 
encloses the flues for the back-to-back kitchens. This structure is 
also unusual because of the monolithic appearance of the concrete frame 
evidenced by the foundations turning up into corner posts which then 
turn horizontally to form a frame to support roof rafters. The screened- 
in proches, very common in this part of Oklahoma, provided a cool space 
free of mosquitos, flys and other insects, and resisted attempts of 
raccoons, possum, skunks and other small animals to gain entry.

Sand for the concrete was taken directly trom deposits in the creek-bed 
and consisted1 of coarse decomposed granite which lends a warm tone to 
the finished material.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Before Europeans reached the territory which is now Oklahoma, the Wichita people in­ 
habited the area containing the Wichita Mountains. In the last quarter of the nine­ 
teenth century the Kiowa and Comanche tribes were moved to a reservation in this same 
area. As it became evident that the frontier was closing, white settlers increased 
their demands for the opening of Indian lands. This portion of the Wichita Mountains 
was not broken up for settlement, however, as the leases of the grazing land to Texas 
cattlemen prevented this.
«

At the turn of the century the efforts of the Oklahoma City Commercial Club, with its 
many influential civic leaders, persuaded the Oklahoma Congressional Delegation to 
support conservation endeavors for the Wichita Mountains. The area was proclaimed the 
Wichita Forest Reserve in 1901, and a National Game Preserve in 1905.

Buffalo Lodge, one of the oldest structures on what is now the Wichita Mountains 
Wildlife Refuge, was built by the Forest Service in 1913 by Frank Rush. It served as 
the Reserve-Preserve office building for many years until it was used as a residence 
by the Rush family. The building is located in the residential area of Refuge Head­ 
quarters among the oak and cedar trees native to the locale.

The architecture of the Buffalo Lodge is a style that was popular for this region at 
the time of its construction. The cobblestone was a material that was readily avail­ 
able from the land so its incorporation in exterior walls was extensively used by 
builders. Because of the cobblestones use for buildings in this area, the structures 
tend to strongly blend with the surroundings and become organic in their character.

Buffalo Lodge is significant because of its association with the early days of the 
Preserve and particularly with Frank Rush. Rush was the guiding force in re-est­ 
ablishing many big game animals on the Preserve, most nQtably the buffalo. Built 
in 1913, Buffalo Lodge served for many years as the Reserve-Preserve office building 
and later as the Rush Family residence.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

One-quarter mile southeast ot tne Headquarters Turnoff of Scenic 
Highway 49, immediately west of West Cache Creek and east of the 
street serving the residential area or the Headquarters staff. 
There are no fences in the area that would designate a visual 
boundary for the Buffalo Lodge.
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Verbal Boundary Description: (cont.)

The nominated property lies within the lines described from a point 
on the east curb of the north-south street, just west and fifteen 
(15') feet north of the Lodge; proceeding east a distance of one 
hundred twenty five (125') feet to a point "A"; turning south 90° 
and proceeding fifty (50') feet to point "B"; turning west 90° 
and proceeding approximately one hundred twenty five (125') feet 
to the east curb to point "C"; then turning northerly and proceeding 
aion^ethe curb to the point of beginning.
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