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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lincoln School is an irregular structure built in 1906 on a hill overlooking
Coal Creek. The two—story building is constructed of local red sandstone and

brick. A cupola tower, containing the original school bell, is located at the south
entrance facade, The south facade has 7 bays, the west 13, the east 11, and the
north 1. The roof is a bellcast hip. There are two chimneys, both offset to the
east, one plain and one with a linked top.

The details of the building give the structure its characteristic early twentieth

' century appearance, The foundation consists of massive blocks of local red sandstone.
supporting the upper two stories made of brick laid in a common bond. Red sandstone
forms the lugsills on the first and second story windows, Radiating voussoirs with

a carved keystone and jamb quoins are found onthe meore recent main entrance which was
created by an addition to the north side of the building in 1920. The basement windows
are set in blocks of red sandstone. All of the windows are double hung sash windows.
The roof eave is a plain boxed cornice with a plain frieze.

The interior is spacious and airy. The entry stairs lead up to a wide entry hall.

At the end of the entry hall is a set of stairs which connects to the basement and
second story. On the first floor, the town of Erie has offices for the Town Council,

the Town Clerk, the Court, the Police Department, and the Town Library. The second
floor and basement are currently vacant, but can be developed for further use by the
community. There is an exterior fire escape on the east side of the building, from

the second story to the ground level. The original coal boiler for the building is
located in the basement, and is still in operation although it has been converted to gas.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lincoln School is significant for its role in public education in Erie and for its
architectural features which reflect the characteristic elements of early twentieth
century schools. The structure is also a local landmark and is the major significant
public structure in an area important to the history of Colorado coal mining.

The town of Erie was incorporated in 1874, and grew as a result of the locdal coal mining
industry. School was first held in Erie in the 1870's in the first Town Hall building
and in a house nearby. The first structure built specifically to serve school needs

in Erie, Lincoln School, was a four room frame building constructed in 1881 on the site
of the present school. When the number of students outgrew this building, it was moved
from the site so that a new, larger school could be built. The new Lincoln School, the
subject of this nomination, was completed in 1906 and attendance started in 1907. The
building capacity was enlarged in 1920 with the addition of four rooms built on the north
side of the building. The building served all twelve grades until 1929 when grades 7-12
moved to the new high school built a few blocks away. In 1930, due to the peak of the
coal industry, Erie was one of the largest and most prosperous towns in Weld County. The
population was just over one thousand, but with a new high school and a large elementary
school, the town was noted for its splendidly equipped public school system. In 1966,
after fifty-four years as a school, the Lincoln School building was abandoned for the

new Erie Elementary School and given to the Town by the school district for community
uses.

The architecture of the Lincoln School reflects the typical features of schools built in
the early twentieth century denoted by the height, the massing, the red brick, and the
classical elements. In addition to being a local landmark, the building is one of the
few distinctive examples of such a school remaining in this area.
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