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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bimson Blacksmith Shop is a one-story, single detached structure with a flat roof. 
The building is rectangular in shape with the front and rear facade narrower than the sides 
It is constructed of native pink sandstone, with a red contrasting sandstone around the 
windows and doors at each corner in a quoin effect. The stone is cut, rockrfaced ashlar,lai 
in random fashion. The top edge of the building is cordoned and a foot below it are two 
more stone cordones, one red and one pink. There is a door in each wall, three windows in 
the east wall,three windows in the west, and two windows in both the north and south walls. 
The windows are lugsill, rectangular, with red sandstone lintel. Windows are non-original, 
fixed-sash, with windowpanes. The main doorway is semi-circular arched with a complete 
surround of radiating red sandstone voussoirs, and a keystone at the top. Other doors 
are flat-topped with non-original wood.

The Berthoud Historical Society has replaced part of the roof which had caved in, and 
repaired with the original stone the rear portion of the wall which was broken when the 
roof fell. They also replaced windows and doors which had been taken out by previous 
owners. The Society did an excellent job of necessary repairs and in no way compromised 
the integrity of the building.

The Bimson Blacksmith Shop is situated right on Highway 287, which runs through Berthoud. 
The building to the west of it is a large modernized structure, Chandler Manufacturing 
Corporation. The frame building to the east is an original false-front harness shop now 
used as a maintenance shed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bimson Blacksmith Shop is significant for its architecture and history.

The Shop is made of native (Lyons) sandstone, which is unusual for Berthoud, although 
not for the region as a whole. The style is also atypical of the architecture of 
historic Berthoud. The building is unique and esthetically pleasing.

The Bimson Blacksmith Shop was the first blacksmith shop in Berthoud. The present 
townsite was settled in 1884. Alfred G. Bimson came there in 1889 and started the 
blacksmith shop in 1893. He designed and built the building himself out of stone which 
was quarried west of town. The shop remained open until 1943.

A.G. Bimson 1 s association with Berthoud went beyond pioneering and blacksmithing. He 
served a term as mayor of the town, and was active in community affairs. He was also 
an artisan who Grafted wrought-iron objects of every kind, which he gave to his friends 
and associates as gifts. Some of these things are still in the building, which itself 
reflects his artistic bent.

Besides being essential to the town for horseshoeing, tool-making, vehicle and implement 
repair, the Bimson Blacksmith Shop served an important function as unofficial social 
center, an informal gathering place for the men and children of the town, where they met 
their friends and exchanged news and gossip of the day.
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