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APPENDIX B 
BROWN BAY PLANTATION HISTORIC DISTRICT

JUL 2 3 1981

Brown Bay Plantation is located on the east section of the north shore of St. John 
in an area of relative dryness. The plantation buildings with few exceptions are 
located immediately behind the beach of the shallow Brown Bay. In addition to 
the masonry remains of a horsemill, a sugar factory and a large plantation house 
and an earlier Great House on the hill to the west of the bay, the site has the 
masonry footing of two wood frame buildings and four unidentified masonry struc 
tures, 2 small cabins, 3 wells and drinking troughs and 2 large cemeteries. The 
site was not brought under cultivation until the late l8th century and most of 
the buildings presumedly date from the 19th century or are the much altered re 
mains of the original structures.

The ambitious layout of the sugar factory and its supporting structures built 
between 1780 and 1800 and the marginal suitability of the area for cultivation of 
sugar cane led to financial failure and early abandoment of sugar production. In 
place of it, cotton and by the mid-l800's cattle became the main products of the 
plantation. Its development illustrates the vicissitude of the islands economy 
and agriculture during the 19th century. The ambitious buildings are distinctive. 
They display classicalrevival details and are impressive by their size and 
architectural design and also shown signs of several alterations as they were 
adapted to changing usage.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brown Bay Plantation is significant for the architectural quality of its 
Plantation House and as an example of a plantation with diversified agricultural 
activities as evidenced in its building remains.

Latitude Longitude
Acreage: 30 A I8°21 f 53" 6W2 f 38"

B I8°21 f 53" 61M2'17"
C 18021'39" 6U°U2'17 M
D 18°21'39" 6^2'38"

There are no UTM REFERENCES on any published maps of the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of Brown Bay Historic District start at the cliffs on the water- 
line on the north side of the bay and then follows the shoreline south and east 
to where it turns northerly then it follows a line due south to the intersection 
with the 80 foot contour and then follows the 80 foot contour in a westerly 
direction to its intersection with the gut draining the northside of Base Hill 
and then it continues in a north-westerly direction to an intersection with the 
foot trail Brown Bay-Leinster Bay and from there in a east-northeast direction 
to the starting point at the cliffs on the shoreline. The boundaries are defined 
to include the valley setting of the historical resource and all of its elements. 
They are partially natural barriers and partially straight lines connecting 
fixed and identifiable natural and man made features.



Appendix B, Historic District
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

Photo)

JUL 23 in

NFS ORGANIZATION 
REG* ION Southeast_____ PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE MO. 5360

STKUCTUKK NAMIS . Horse Mill. Brown Bay Plantation_______" STRUCTURE NO. IJ-36-L 

K OK SUiNinxiANCI-;; National f | State | ] l.ocnl |"5T]

rvr? oTimTr'TT'mr' ~ north shore of east end oit>t.J"ohn on Or STRUCTURE; Lein-ater Bav and Hermitage________

UTM REFERENCE: I I 5 I 1
A L._f LL-1-J i i ! LU-jJ

Zone Easting Nort ing

CLASS VI-LAND ACREAGE'(i^ «ot 
part of a complex or district;:

acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition; A level circular platform defined .bvL.ciU.s_in
the uphill side and .rubblernasonry retaining walls on downhill sidr. 

Phya ical Description : Brown Bav Plantation is located on the east seclion.ofJ-.hc-._ 
north shore of St; John in an area of relative dryness/'The plantation buildings

are_Iocated immediately behind the beach of lhc_shal1.QW. __
J3rown 3ay. In addition to the masonry remains of a horse mill, a sugar fnctory. 
.and. a lai'ge plantation house and an earlier great house west of the bay, the sit: c__ 
.has.. the masonry footing of two wood frame buildings and four unidentified masonry
. structures, small dwe] lings, wells, drinking troughs, and 2 largo ceTmcter.ios..^ 
The site \vas not brought under cultivation until the late 18th century and most ot
.the buildings presumedly date from the 19th century or are the much altered re 
mains of the original structures
The horse mill is located at the western extremity of the bay. Tt is 

the hill that forms .the. west and north boundary of fhn yn.n p.y. T<:
roughly circular in plan with a diameter of approximately 6Q '. T.1: is dcF'mo.d by

]1.q nhnnf 7' ."hi oil. Oil -I'llO/retaining .walls ag.ainst. the hill and built up supporting, wa 
low side. A masonry ramp on the south side o£ the hors e mill leads up from the

.si; of^lower elevation to the level of the horse mill. The factory building is 5' 
> .the horse mill and connected to it by a ramp. This is an unusual feature. ______ 

' .^Latitude 18°21'50" Longitude 64°42'25'' (continue on reverse if ucccsr.nry)
PRESENT CONDITIONS 

{tains
Excellent j f Good 

Unaltered lx ! Altered •
Fair j |. Deterioratedj ' 

Original Site | yj.Moved



Appendix B, Historic District " Wl"* *~ ^ '^"'
.CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY •REPORT
————————(Attach 4"*5« B« Photo)^ORGANIZATION 

PARK/AREA NAMEVir gin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360REGION Southeast

STKUCTUKM NAN12 Sugar Factory , Brown Bay Plantation

OKOI.K OF SICNIKICANCIC; National [ I State [

/' STKUCTUKIi NO. H-36, 2 

Local 1

T ~. m -.,,>™ -** ^rr.^TT^mTTT--rn . -011 north- shore - of east end of St. John on trail "between 
LOCATION Od^STRUCTURE:- Leinster Bay and Hermitage_________________________
UTM REFERENCE: i . j i ] ] CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE (if not 
A j_4 _I j_J_|_j j j j j_!_J_1_\___l I \ part of a complex or district::

Zone Easting Northing acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: Rectangular one, story rubble masonry 
atr \ifvtvire. • ____________

Physical Description; A relatively small rectangular factory 27'x42' consistmg of 
a boiling house. The factory was intended to be "T" shaped in pla.-n huh vva.q

^either never completed or altered. The unfinished section, the curing and 
is now a walled open courtyard

.factory, and, the newer plantation house to the east. Tho rni-ns- st.nnH fn
height of the windows. The chimney is missing. The qi^yiyig aiicj sor^.go wng, 
the head of the "T" shaped plan layout was apparently intended ^to be £ stories 

_The building in all probability was erected during th^ last, rlp.ra'rlp.c! nf flir> 1 
century. ________________________________ "• • .. ________ ,^__

Latitude 18°21 '50" Longitude 64Q42'Z5

(continue on reverse if nGcc>s'snry)

PRESENT CONDITION; 
Ruins j y^\

Excel le 
Unaltered

" ! !ra
Good

Altered V
^a:i-r 1 1 Deteriorated]! 

Original, Site L.yj Moved 1 1



Appendix B, Historic District
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT 

' (Attach

Southeast

JUL 2 3 1981

REGION
i'aoto) N?g ORGANIZATION

PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park COPE NO. 5360

STRUCTURE NAM1S Plantation House, Brown Bay Plantation '' STRUCTURE NO. H-36..3 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National I . J . State [ xJ Local

LOCATION LUiAiiUiN ' Qn T101^" shore of east end o± St. 
Leinster Bav and Hermitage John on trail between

UTM REFERENCE:
A LU LU_

Zone East ing
LiJ_L
Northing

CLASS Vl'LAND ACREAGE-(ii' not 
part of a complex or district::

acres.

STRUCTURE;. Type of, and composition: A large rubble and brick masonry structure 
one and two stories high "L." shaped in plan.

Phyoical Description.^ large and impressive .ruin of a plantation dwelling 
6Q'x70'. Originally a two-story building with a masonry grand floor and a socond 
story in wood, it was expanded with a late 19th century two-story masonry____ 
addition as well as additions of one story masonry construction. It incorporates._, 
storage and other work functions of the plantation. The walls still stand to their 
full height with masonry staircases to the former wood second story. There are 
3 cisterns, two of which still hold water. The exterior still exhibit cons id or able, 
.architectural eiTtbellishment such as projecting quoins.' banc(s f r'ali 
fragments of cornices with classical revival mouldings,___________________

In the "Journal o£ Cuthbert Powell" describing a trip from St. Thomas to Tortola 
on the 18th of February of 1797 and a stop over at a plantation on the northeast end 

jQf_j5_t^_.John.then owned by Williarri Brown the plantation or. great house is mon-_._ 
.tipned "as pleasantly situated on a high hill above his Sugar House." Cu.fcnbqrJL 
Powell s description of his visit with William Brown has been associated with 
JBrown Bay because, of the identical names, and although Brown 33ay dpps have a. . 
great house at some distance from the sugar house and at a higher elevation its,

(continue on reverse if
•»-«»M»«~ .... ^..* •»...•-•••»•. M •••"-••——————— • - - "• * "————-—————————————-—————————V"""*"

Fair 1__I. Deteriorated]_
» %^»*^^-J ,«••.! i i • t ^* i

Original Site 1 yjMoved
PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent: j I Good , 

Ruins J^y) . Unaltered y Altered



situation cannot be described as "on a high hill above his Sugar House" as 
it is located on the opposite side of the valley on relatively level terrain. 
More probably Mr. Powell visited Leinster Bay Plantation just west of 
Brown Bay where the factory as at Brown Bay is close to the beach and the 
plantation house on a high hill behind it. H-36, 14 described below and shown on 
the Oxholm map of 1800 is probably the ruin of fee original Great House of 
•Brown Bay and the present Plantation House a later 19th century development.

.' ' Latitude 18°21 50" Longitude 64°32'24"



Appendix B,- .Historic District ' '
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD _JNVENTORY REPORT 

• (Attach 4ST5Tr~B6<W Photo)

oo C J

REGION Southeast
NFS ORGANIZATION 

PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360

STRUCTURE NAME Farm Km'ldiTigr No. 1. Brown Ray
__ Plantation __ 

OKMK OK SIONIKtCANCi-;: National j | State | ]

" STRUCTURE NO. H-36,4 .

Local I y

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE: On north shore of east end of St-.-John-on--brail -between 
"' Ba.v n.nd '

UTM REFERENCE:
A Ll J LI—L

Zone Easting N
_J_1.
o r t h ing

CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE-(if: not 
part of a complex or district::

acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: The masonry foundations artel krwoi* \valls.in
rubble masonry formerly supporting , a rectangular wood struchii'o_.__ 

Phyoical Description; This structure is the footings and low masonry walls of a 
.rectangular building 12'xZO' and with the upper sections of the walls constructed 
.in wood. The building is located behind the beach near the center of the bay 
^approximately 100 yards southeast of the plantation house except for traces in 

,masonry nothing remains of the wooden^superstructure. ______________

No date for the structure can be established with certainty'presumedly it Is one , 
,of several buildings needed in a full scale agriculture pursuit and therefore can 
be assumed to date from..the early 1800s,___________________ .. ___

IIZIIIIIIIZ'Z "~" Latitude 18°21'42" Longitude 64°32.24" .""

(continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CON 

Ruins ,
DITION:
.x)

Excolle 
Unaltered

nt
X

! ,l
I

Good
Altered

Fair \ __ |. Deteriorated 
** Original Site 1 xl Moved C



23 1981Appendix B, Historic District ' ' 
• ' • '' CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELp. INVENTORY REPORT.

(ACeach "~4VYx5v* B&W I'hotoJ 
• . ' NPS ORGANIZATION'

REGION Southeast_____ PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. .5 36.0.. _

•' STRUCTURE NAKtt ' Farm Rm-Mj-n g No- 2. Brown Bay_____" STRUCTUKIS NO. H-36, 5.._
__ Plantation __ . __ 

OHOM OK 8-ICjNITOXANCli; , National j j State j j Loc*l jlT[

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE-^n no^th shore of east end of St. John on trail between
.___.____ ..-*-- T,/^iTifij:Q;r Bay a.nd T-T^rjn^ii".^^^___,_.._ ^___________...._.'____. 

UTM REFERENCE: 5 ' j i i ] J CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE (ii: uot 
A |_4_j |_j_|_ I j j j j_!_]_']_)||j part of a complex or diatrici:: 

Zone Easting Northing • ,______ acres.

Type oi, and composition: The .masonry foundations and lew or walla, in
rubble masonry formerly supporting ' a rectangular wood structure, __ 

Phyoical Description; This structure is the footings and low masonry walls ol! a 
jncjit angular bmldrnrr 12'x20' and with the . uppor .sections of tho wnl.l.H cons<:r\u;l'c^L 
.in wood. The building is located behind the beach near the center of tho. bay ___ 
^approximately 100 yards southeast of the plantation house except for traces in

nothing remains, of the _wooden super structure. ._..; _____________ .

_No date for the structure can be established with certaintyipresunicdlv^t is one, 
.o£ several buildings needed in a full scale agriculture pursuit and therefore can... 
.be assxmied to date from the early 1800s, __________ _____ _____ .. -r.l'. _______ ... . .

. . .... • Latitude 18 O 21'42" Longitude 64°32 24'L i

(continue on reverse if
PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent' i. ( Good) j \ Fair L | Deteriorated 

R,uino i~~x] , Unaltered j X] Altered [ | ^ Original. Site [ xl Moved



fVppen'dix B, Historic District ' ^ 3 (981
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

' ! (Attach 4^x5^ B&W Photo) • „ MVrN
' NFS ORGANIZATION

PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360REGION Southeast

STRUCTURE NAM15Unidentified Structure No. 1
Brown Bay Plantation

R (>!•• .SIGNIFICANCE: National j J
_________'' STRUCTURE NO. H-36,6 

.State j 1 '" Local {y \

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE; Qn •£ein^tfe°rjfayf J°hn °n trail
UTM REFERENCE: I I I I 1A Li J lii I < i I L!_|_J_LJ_

Zone Easting Nort. hing

CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not 
part of a complex or district:

acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: A one story L. shaped rubble masonry

Physical Description; A one-story "L" shaped masonry building immediately., west 
.of the horse mill. 1 each wing approximately 18' long and 10'.wide. About 50% of 
..the walls stand to full height.____________________________________

Brown Bay Plantation was brought under cultivation in the, last decades oi' the 18th 
century and most of its numerous buildings probably date from the 19th ccntury_

of the original 18th century structures, .The urn. den 1:1 Fied
c No. 1 appears from its location to have been' associated with .the sugar 

* and i s ^-^dl of an earl date .__._.__.'' ••. -~' ^__

Latitude "18 U 21 '50" Longitude 64°24 I Z5

(continue on reverse if ncccnr,nry)
PRESENT CONDITION;Excellent j IGood

Ruins j"x1 Unaltered JIT'8 Altered
Inn >i.mJ I I r_n-ujB-4 '

a "——--" "'- •••••- « ' »' —————————- 
• Deteriorated. 

^ Original Site 1 X | Moved '



JUL23I98I
Appendix B, Historic -District . '

CLAS S IFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT
(Attach 4'T£5vni&W Photo)

'. • , NFS ORGANIZATION
REGION. Southeast _____ PARK/ AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 ParkCOPE NO. 5360

•' STRUCTURE NAME .Masonry Well & Drinking Trough No. 1 " STRUCTURE NO. H-36..7& r own J3 ay Plantation — ———— ————————— ' . ————

OHOKK OK .SKJNIKICANGE: National ! ] State Local

Trt^ATTnM HTT cTDtrr^pTTDT? LOCATION OF STRUCTURE; nortii shore 
Leins terBav

ot east end oi bt. 
Hermitage.

J oftn on trail~ between

UTM REFERENCE:
A Li _ I LI _ I

Zone Easting
II

If! 
I 1 _ I _ J } ____
Northing-

CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE ' (ii:
part of a complex or district::

• acres.

STRUCTURE- *^P^ o^ aau composicion: .n. UJ:JLJ.J.IS.XIJ.^ truu^a aurruuiiuing a Circular 
well 6' in diameter constructed in rubble masonry.________________ 

Physical Description;A well and drinking trough of an uncommon design is located 
40 feet south'oi the factory. The "well is a circular masonry shaft 6 r 111 dian'feucr
and the walls of the shaft stand about ^ above present grade level. It was sur 
rounded by a circular drinking trough 3' wide and raised 18" above present r.rade 
level; Similar layouts for wells and associated drinking troughs occur at_____ 
JL.amesh.ur and Dennis Bav on St. John and in several locations on St. Croix but 
-thcro generally with a well tower supporting a small windmill for, hauling.the 
jwatQr.*.,. The existing,remains are in poor condition and show no traces of support• 
ing a windmill,___________________________________________

"Brown Bay Plantation was brought under cultivation during the late ciecacfes ot the 
18th century aiicPmosf of its buildings prcsumecTly date frornTthe 19th "century or 
are 19th century adaptions of the original earlier structures. ___________'^

\ __ ___________«__«.__ i_.____-___ •-
' Latitude 18°21'50" Longitude 64°42'25"

(continue on reverse if ncccGsary)
PRESENT CONDITION: 

Ruins j X !
Excellent 

Unaltered [~X
Good

Altered
" Fair !.,_.,.!' DcTtcriorated 
Original. Site 1 XJ Moved ""



Appendix B, Historic District ' 
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT 

(Attach 4"x5" B&W Photo)

2. J

REGIONSo^heast
NPS ORGANIZATION 

PARK/ AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'l Park CQDE NO. 5360

STRUCTURE NAME Well and Drinking Trough #2, Erovn Bay

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National | J

STRUCTURE NO. H-36;8 

State | | Local |x |

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE*^11 North Shore of east end of St
'Lelnster Bay a.-nr) Hermitage.

John on trail oetveen

UTM REFERENCE: I III 1
A j _ | _ I I _ I _ | _ I ,i 1. „ J I _ I _ I _ 1 _ I I I

Zone -Easti ng Northing

CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not 
part of a complex or district:

acres,

STRUCTURE; trough surrounding a circularType of, and composition:
veil 6 f in diameter constructed in rubble masonry. _________________

Physical Description: A veil and drinking trough of an uncommon design is located 
280 yards southwest of~tne factory. The veil is a circular masonry shaft b' in 
diameter and the vails of the shaft stand about 3' above present grade level. It 
was surrounded "by a circular drinking trough 3' vide and raised IB"- above present 
grade level. Similar layouts for veils and associated drinking troughs occur at 
Lameshur and Dennis Bay on St. John and in several locations on~St. Croix tout 
there generally vith a veil tover supporting a small windmill 1'or hauling tne 
water. The existing remains are in good condition and show no traces or suppos ing a vindim'11. ______ ~~~~~~~~''~~''~~~~~~~~''~~'~^

—————————————————————————————— Latitude 18°21'UV — Longitude 6U°Uid l 30 n ———

(continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT COND:

Ruins
'ION: Excellent 

Unaltered X
Good 

Altered
Fair | [ Deteriorated! 

Original Site j •*•) Moved

Report prepared by:



Appendix B, Historic District
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT JUL 2 3 1981

(Attach 4"x5" B&W Photo)
NFS ORGANIZATION

REG ION Southeast.__________ PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands'Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360

STRUCTURE NAMEWell and Drinking Trough #3, Brovn Bay_____ STRUCTURE NO. H-36,9 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National | [ State | | Local | K [

Tn^ATT/™ m? cTDTTr"rnT?T7 Un North Shore or east end or at. John on trail between LOCATION OF STRUCTURE. ̂ ^3-^ Eay and Hermitage. ___________________
UTM REFERENCE: i I I I I I CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
A I _ | _ I j _ j _ | _ I | || | _ 1 _ I _ \ _ |j j j part of a complex or district:

Zone Easting Northing _____ . _._ acres,

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: A drinking trough surrounding a circular
veil 6' in diameter constructed in rubble masonry.__________________

Physical Description:A veil and drinking trough of an uncommon design is located 
280 yards southwest of the factory-. The veil is a circular masonry shaft 6' in 
diameter and the vails of the shaft stand ahout 3' ahove present grade level. It 
vas surrounded "by a circular drinking trough 3' vide and raised 18" above present 
grade level. Similar layouts for veils and associated drinking troughs occur at 
Lameshur and Dennis Bay on St. John and in several locations on St. Croix "but 
there generally vlth a veil tover supporting a small "windmill for hauling the 
vater. The existing remains are in good condition and shov no traces of support 
ing a vindirri.il.__________ __ ____ __________

Latitude iBOpvuutt Tnn el+.nflp

(continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent_ 

Ruins | XJ Unaltered [ X
Good 

Altered
Fair IjDeteriorated!

^————* w——•«.» •• r——

Original Site | •*• | Moved

Report prepared by:

Frederik C. Gjessing _______ ____ _ October 31 ___ 197 8
Signature Date



.ppendix B, Historic,, District

REGION Southeast

JUL 23 1981

CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT 
! {Attach 4fSvrT6<W Photo)

. ' NL'S ORGANIZATION
PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360 :

STRUCTURE NAME Cemetery No. 2, Brown Bay Plantation '' STRUCTURE NO.H-36,10

OH DM OK SIGNIFICANCE: National State •Local

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE: )nno.rth shore of east end of St. John on trail between 
•Lemster Bav &: Hermitage.

UTM REFERENCE:
L
Zone

Li_i_L_L_i_ i-i.. I. 1. i i
Easting Northing

CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE (if not _ 
part of a complex or district:

acres.:

STRUCTURE^ Type of, and composition: A rectangular enclosure defined by rubbl< 
masonry wa]|s fa retaining walls with several monumcnted graves._ ' 

Physical Description;^ walled cemetery is located-40 yards west of the horse 
mill (H-36, 1).' It is rectangular in shape, approximately Z"Q x 3"Q yards, anci,aiTccl
on the rising ground of the northside of the valley. Both the north and south, wall
of the cometery are built as retaining walls to equalize the slope of the hills id e. 
Steps lead up to an entrance gate flanked b"y articulated gatepost with pyr»n'imctical
finial.s at the south east corner of the cemetery enclosure. There are 13 moiiu- 
mented graves several in excellent condition and three that have been vandalised 
by what appears to be fairly recent treasure hunting. Although a 'number of the 
monuments are fairly elaborate none carry inscriptions.' - . __________

The pi-esence of^tw"Q~iarge and well dcfhied cenietories that F-rnm
state of preservation and appearance are contGmporary at one plantation j.s
unusual and puzzling. The various conditions and designs of the monuments of 
cemetery No. 2 indicate that it was used as a burial ground both prior to. and____ 
subsequent to the one dated grave I860 in cemetery No. 1. The explanation may 
be that the two cemeteries represent denominational differences. Both cemeteries 
can be assumed to date from the early 19~tn century. """" "
Lat. 18021'50 M Long. 6404^ I 25 (continue on reverse If

PKESENT CONDITION: Excellent 
Ruins I X . Unaltered f

Goodj
Altered

Fair L_|, Deteriora tedj_ J 
Original.Site | X jMoved j !



23 1981
Appendix B, Historic'District ' - '

CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT.
(A11 a ch"4"x5"]S &W Photo)

NPS ORGANIZATION
REGION Southeast_____ PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360 

STKUCTUKK NAME Unidentified Structure No. 2, Brown Bay STRUCTURE NO. H-36, 1.1 

M OK SIMIIKLCANCJi: National 1 , I State I 1 Local

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE^11 n9r^ shore oi east end ot St. John on trail between
____ ' Leinster Bay q.nd Hermita.ga______,_______________:___, 

UTM REFERENCE: j 111] I CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE (if not 
A ! t_ II i j | I J I • 1 1 1 1 J . \ .1 part of a complex or district:

9 «•-• • li i ip^»i4 I —— f ^M-M! vmM^U«MM«M»«IHH^L«BHIV *————— * MNVM^f •w*^w » «MHM«^««HB»W«M«MHlb«MHM * r

Zone Easting Northing • _______ acres.

STRUCTURE ; Type of, and composition: A rectangular one story rubble masonry
.

Physical Description; One rubble masonrywa.il .10' long and standing R' nhnvo. i:1-> t ^ 
prjigjant^g^adc is located on the eastern ed.qe of Cemetery No', 2 (H-36. 10). Rubbl e 
to the nortli and east of the standing remains indicate extension of the construction.
No architectural or archeological search has been made. _____________

The functions of the structure which adjoins the cemetery No. 2 (H-36, 10) are not 
known. Presumedly it dates from the 19th century. ___________ ____________ .

_______ (con.tinue on reverse if

PRES ENT "CONDITION: Excellent I I Goodj^ I Fair! |. Dctcriorate'd"
»————! i———' ' • » _ ' " I ' ' •" • I—————I I—

Ryins | Xj . Unaltered [Xj Altered ^ Original Site 1x1 Moved



Appendix B, Historic District JUL 23 1981

REGION Southeast

SSIFIEP STRUCTURE FIELD INVlNTpllY REPORT
(Attach 4»Tx51'1 B&W Photo) • • x • ' N ps ORGANIZATION'

PARK/AREA NAME vir gin Islands Nat<1 Park CODE NO. 536 °

STRUCTURE NAME .Unidentified Structure No. 3. Brown Bay
• Plantation __ 

OHO/iK OF STftNiraiANfiH: National j | State | I

STRUCTURE NO. H-36, 1Z
, ,

Local

LOCATION Of On north shore.of east end of St. John on trail between rSay & Hermitage __
UTM REFERENCE: j I i ! 1
A LlJ LL.I-.J J 1 I i 1 | 1 1 .1

Zone Easting Northing

CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE (if not 
part of a complex or district:

acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and compos it ion ;A rubble masonry wall of small structure 
roughly. rectangular but so buried in vegetation that its extent has not been

Physical Description; determined accurately.____ _____
One rubble masonry wall 15' long and in very poor co'ncirtion is located uplHTTaTTc 
10 yds north of the west end of the cemetery in a dense cover "oi "caucn &' kcepf? 
No determination has been made of the extent of the structure beyond the
remains.
Brown Bay Plantation is located on the east section of the north shore of St. John 
in an area of relative dryness. The plantation buildings with few exceptions are 
located immediately behind the beach of the shallow BroWn Bay. 'In addition to the 
masonry remains of a horse mill, a sugar factory and a large plantation housc_and 
an .earlier preat house on the hill to the west of the bay, the site has the masonry 
£ opting of two wood frame buildings and four unidentified masonry structures,___ 
small dwellings, \vclls, drinking troughs and two large cemeteries. The silo was 
iXQJLJ?Jl<l!1}lbt^Ul^LQ-r_J5ulti^/ation until, the late 18th century and most of the .build-in{is _ 
presumedly date from the 19th century or are the much altered remains of the 
original structures.___________________________________________

' • Latitude 18°21'50" Longitude 64°42'25" '

(continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CONDITION: 

Ruins I xi
Excellent \_j Good

Unaltered X Altered
" Fair ^ ~) DctcrioratcclL I 
Original. Site P53 Moved |_j
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Appendix B, Historic District

CLASSIFIED 'STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT 
(At t ach"""4"xSTir B"6W~' Pho tp)

NPS ORGANIZATION
REGION, Southeast____ PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park COPE NO. $36Q.....

, ' «

STRUCTURE NAMEGreat House, Brown Bay Plantation______'STRUCTURE NO. H-36-L: 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National j——j gtate j——j Local

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE:
UTM REFERENCE:
A L.JLU-

Zone East
LiJ. .1.

a g Northing

CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE '(U: noC 
part of a complex or district::

acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: The rubble masonry and brick ground story 
of a. multistory building roughly square in plan.

Physical Description! The remains of the Gren.t T-Tcnise is lorafnri 5DD yH« 
.southwest of the factory site on the south side of the valley and west of the put _ 
that courses down from Base Hill to the lagoon behind the Brown Bay beach. Tiie 
Irnildinfi: stands on gently rising ground on an elevation approximately 80' above 
sea level and has a view of the factory across the lagoon and of the sea beyond it. 
.The building was two stories 1 or. more with, a full story above grade in masonry..— 
^supporting a wood superstructure. The ground story still stands fro plato Jieirr'ht , 
.and consists of two rectangles approximately I6'x24' offset from each other 6' 
and with a common long wall. The section of the .ground floor that faces east 
contains a cistern and a small room with windows and a door towards .the .cast ...._

The west section has one large room with a doorway on the west side 
.and. window opening towards the north and south. Access to the sec.ond. _. story was 
by two masonry staircases supported on arches on the east and west side of the 
building. Both staircases are constructed in part by "Flcnsborg Stcen", a yellow 
brick and had landings paved in "Gotland" tile. The staircase facing east has the 
traditional Virgin Islands "open arms" design favored in the late 18th and early 

/ -19th century. The west staircase is 6' wide and is parallel with the west wall oL
of the Great House. (continue ov\^ reverse if nccc;|r.ax'y)

Excel lend ij fPRESENT CONDITION:
Ruins jxl , Unaltered j Xj

Fair j[, Deteriorated} 
Original Site I y] Moved j j



The arches of both staircases have partially collapsed and although the 
rubble masonry walls of the ground floor still stand to plate height they 
are cracked through and show other signs of failure. The building judging 
from its construction materials and design elements is probably the one 
shown on the Oxholm map of 1800 and consequently dates from the last 
decades of the 18th century.



* " JU 9 3 IQQIAppendix B,-Historic District '" ^^ co I5WI
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

• (Attack 4r< xSTl B&W Photo)
NPS ORGANIZATION

___ PARK/AREA -NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE MO. _JREGIONSoutheast

STRUCTURE NAME. Bake Oven, Brown Bay Plantation_______" STRUCTURE NO. H-36. 14 

OROliK OK SIGNIFICANCE: National j 1 State 1 I Locrtl FT

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE- on north shore of east end of St. John on trail bet-ween
.. .. - L/eins.ter.L J3.ay & .Hermitage.

UTM REFERENCE:KiSFERENCE: I I I 1 1L,J i i... .1 I i \ I LiJ_J_LL
Zone Easting Northing

CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE (if not 
part of a complex or district:

acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition;A square masonry structure of rubble 
___masonry and brick.______________________________________________

Pliysical Description; Five Service Buildings are associated with tho Great House 
.(H-36, 13) and clustered around it. The Bake Oven immediately north of the-Groat 
House is a 6' square masonry structure approximately 6' high with a sHgnMy 
arched top surface. Although still standing to full height ifr is in .a. ..ftoor r.onHif.in-n.

!T.he.B.ake Oven can be assumed to be either contemporary with or an early____ 
.addition to the 18th century Great House._________________^___________.

Latitude 18°21' 11" -Longitude 64°42 ' 36"

(continue on rcvcrsG if
PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent | ( Good

Ruins JX , . Unaltered [xj Altered j
Fair 1 1. Dctcrioi"al:edi<"ii'' ' * i——i i—s

Original Site j Xj Moved



Appendix B, Historic District
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT 

(Attach 4infx5vrMll6W Photo)

JUL 23 1981

REGION Southeast
NPS ORGANIZATION 

PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE N0t 5360

STRUCTURE NAM1S Unidentified Structure No. 4, Brown Bay
, __ . Plantation __ 

M OK SUiNII-'lCANCK: National fH State 1 ]

" STRUCTURE NO. H-36..15
, .

Local

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE-On north shore of east end of St. John on trail between 
______________ Tminster Bay &• Hermitage.____ __ ___

UTM REFERENCE:A LI_T LU-
Zone Easting

L J_L ._.
Northing

CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not 
part of a complex or district:

acres.

• STRUCTURE: Type of*, aiiu composition: Square rubble masonry footing.________

Phyoical Description;The remains of a footing or masonry platform is located on 
G north side of the Great House and about 10' v/est of thn bake* ov^.-n.

remains extend only a few inches above grade and are approximately 5' square 
.Although the unidentified structure No. 4 is clearly associated with the Brown
Bay Plantation Great House, it has not been determined if it is contemporary 
.with this late 18th century structure or a later addition, tn l-.hn nrr>at
complex.

Latitude IS^l'll" Longitude 64°42'36"

(continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CON 

Ruin a
D1TION;
X

Excolle 
Unaltered

nt I j
xl

Good
Altered

I Fair [ __ |. D etc rio rated) _ J 
^ Original. Site Gfrj Moved I !



Appendix B, Historic, District ' < III oo
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT ***- 2 3

(Attach "•j.ii&W Photo) A „
' NPS ORGANIZATION

REGION Southeast _____ PARK/AREA NAKE Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360 

STRUCTURE NAM IS .Cabin No.' 1. Brown Bav Plantation ______ ' STRUCTURE NO. T-T-36, 

ORO/iR OK .SKiNIJ-'LCANCK: National j | .State | 1 Local [T

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE: Oli north shore of- &ae-t- e.nd of St. John on trail "between
______________ jjeinster bay &: Hermitage.___________________:___„

UTM REFERENCE: I Mil 1 CLASS V ^ k^1* ACREAGE • (it- not
A j_j_j j_J_|_j | j I I_I_J_|_[ \ l\ part of a complex or district::

Zone Easting Northing • _______ acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: The rubble masonry footings of a rectangular
»JJlau'b-a.nd_.'wa.tt1n or wood building.________________________________ 

Physical Description; The masonry footings o'f. a building 14'xl6' aro locnti'd_6Q1_ 
.west of J;|IQ Groat House. Nothing remains of the building except for the f 
jmclJLt is assumGc_l_ that it._was either o£ wood^ 01* of daub and wattle c.pnstr_u_r-tiori. 
,Tlie cabin is part of the Great House Complex and presumedly was servants____
.quarters. J!t rnay have been contemporary with the la.ta IRth cftnfairy Hrnn 
or a later addition to the site.______________________________________
____ Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 64 Q42'36

________ _______ (continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CONDITION": Excellent | | Good) I Fair 1 I Deteriorated]r———> r———' i ft———« , • ^ • - •» ,———. I—>

Ruins x , Unaltered xj Altered ^ Original Site 1 yj Moved



Appendix B, Historic District • •
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD, INVENTORY REPORT

" Photo)

REGION Southeast
NFS ORGANIZATION 

PARK/AREA NAME virgin Islands Nat'1 Parl<^ODE N0 ; 5360

•' STKUCTUKK NAME Cabin No. • 2, Brown Bay Plantation

OHO/iK OK SIGNIFICANCE: National j | State 1 j

t '' STRUCTURE NO. H-3.6. .17 

Locnl

c rppiTPT'TTT5w . STRUCTURE; nQrth shore of east e.nct o£ St. John on trail between 
Leimster Bay & Hermitage.

UTM REFERENCE: j . j j , ] j CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE t not
A j _ j _ j | _ j _ \ _ | | I ) ( _ j _ J _ ] _ j_ I jj ? part of a complex or district!

Zone Easting Northing • _____ acres

Type or, and composition: Rubble masonry lootings of a rectangular 
building.______________________________._________________

Physical Description; The masonry footings of a building 8'xl2' n.re located 3.QQ. 1 .. 
.p.a.fll; a.-qcl along., side the trail that leads up to the Great House. NO traces ol the 
superstructure remains. Cabin No. Z is part of the Great House Complex of 
13rown Bay Plantation. Its relative age has not been determined and it may be 
contempoaray or post date the late 18th century Great House. • ___________

Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 64 U4Z'36

(continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent i 

Ruins Iv- j Unaltered
Good?

Altered
Fair t T Deterioratcdj [ <~ •» j——| ('•'•' i~*

r Original Site 1 xi Moved



Appendix B, Histpric District
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT 

(Attach 4*vx51T~B6cW Photo)

JUL 2 3 I98i

REGlONSouth east
NFS ORGANIZATION 

PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'1 Park CODE NO. 5360

STRUCTURE NAME Service Building, Brown Bay Plantation STUUCTUK12 NO. H-36. 1,8 

OROIiR OK SKJNIKICANfilS: National | | State | 1 Local

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE- on nor"fc]l shore of east end of St. John on trail "between 
Leinster jlav

UTM 
A

REFE 
1 _ « _

RENCK:ri i i
Zone E a s

1
t i

J 1 !.! I
n g Nor

1 ) J 1 •
thing

CLASS 
part

VI 
of

•LAND ACREAGE 
a complex or

'(if ttot 
district: 

acres.

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: The masonry footings of an .'L'. shaped
______structure.___•___________________________________ 

Physical Description; The masonry footings of an "L" shaped structure \vil:h nn 
^overall dimension of 22'x28' is located uphill and south, of the Great House. The 
louilding is assumed to have served as a stable or had other service functions 
..connected with the Great House complex. Fragment of a brick pavement is located 
J.n the angle between the two wings. The footings are in rubble masonry and at 
.highest point stand 2' above present grade. The deteriorated condition of the 
service building's remains precludes a positive identification of the building's 

^original functions.____________________________[______|____________

It is believed to be contemporary with the C^reat House and one of the two" 
.structures indicated at this location on the Oxholm map of 1800.________

Latitude 18°21'H" Longitude 64°4Z'36'

(continue on reverse if
.PRESENT CONOT.TION: Excellent j j Goodl 

Ruina j"xl ( Unaltered j Xj! Altered
Fair t 1. Deteriorated• ^ •'• • < j————I i—

Original Site 1 Xi Moved



JUL 2 3 '98i
Appendix B, Historic -District ' > '

CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT
(Attach ^'xS1" B&W Photo)

NPS ORGANIZATION
REGION Southeast_____ PARK/AREA KAMS^vir gin Islands__________CODE NO. 5360 -

•' STRUCTURE NAME Cemetery No. 1, Brown Bay Plantation STKUCTlfKlS NO. IT-36,19

OHO/iK 01' SWJNIi-UCANCE: National | 1 State HH Local i I

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE- n9rt^ shore o± east end. oi St. John ontraii between
_____________!___JLteIi)Lster Bav &: Hermitage. _____

UTM. REFERENCE: 
A

I REFERENCE: i fill CLASS VI'LAND ACREAGE (ii not: 
I_j_j |_J_ \ _j I I I I_j_j_1_[ I jg part of a complex or district::
Zone Easting Northing • _______ acres.

STRUCTURE : 'i'ype or, and composition: Rectangular enclosures defined by broast 
————— height rubble masonry- walls containing several identifiable graves. 
Physical Description: A walled cemetery is located 30 yards southeast of tho road 

that from Hermitage crosses the northeast peninsula of St. John and enters Brown 
Bay from the east and then continues westward to meet the Coral B ay -.Thorns i:er Hay 
t rail. The cemetery is approximately 400 yards southeast of the plantation hou sc 
H-36, 3. It is rectangular in saape and measures 25 by 38 yards. The plaster eel 
rubble masonry walls are four feet high and are in a fair state of preservation 
except towards the northeast where sections of them have collapsed. The corners 
are accentuated by pillars with a projecting band and a pyramidical finial. ______

cone a in s~a number of identifiable graves witnout markings but onTy
one nionurnenfl This' is a small sarcophagi raiseci 30 inches above grade arid toj^ped 
with, an upright inscribed marble slab set in a niche at the head of the grave. The 
monument is surrounded by a cast iron fence on a raised brick masonry _curb._It 
is..set..ov.er the grave of James Thomas Abbot Davis. a 2 and a half year old boy.who 
died .Nov. 20th. I860. _________________

(continue on reverse if necesr.ni'y)
T-, __L -- ——-m_j ^-_ _~- -.___.- __ _- t .mit]~-r-j_iai--. ___i - _i_ - _ __ — --— J^ L -.._--————.—-———-^». . ,- - —»•— —*^ •-* ... , . -.. .. .. ^-»—»-_—— ^- —•^—*-f

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent »'_, GoodI | Fair L A Do tor ioratcdi'_".{
r—~—~i .—. in i MI t l) I , « ^ I i . i—' ' i-*

Ruins j X j . Unaltered [xj Altered j__( ^ Original. Site 5T1 Moved |~)


