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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections_______________

1. Name__________________

historic JIfa^j7~wTlParmley/House_______________ 

and/or common______________________________________

2. Location

street & number Fourth Street & Fourth Avenue not for publication

city, town Ipswich vicinity of congressional district Second

state South Dakota code 046 county Edmunds code 045

3. Classification
Category

district
x building(s)

structure
site

object

Ownership
public

x private
both

Public Acquisition
in process
being considered

Status
x occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
x yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other!

4. Owner of Property

name Theo Beckman % Daniel Beckman

street & number

city, town Prairie City vicinity of state South Dakota 57649

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.____Edmunds County Courthouse 

street & number Second Avenue

city, town Ipswich state South Dakota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
South Dakota 

title Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible? __ yes __ no

date Summer, 1976

depository for survey records Historical Preservation Center

city, town Vermillion state South Dakota



7. Description

Condition
excellent

X good I
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
x unaltered

altered

Check one
x original site 

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The J. W. Parmley is a one-and-one-half story bungalow erected in 1920. 
Built of local brick and square-cut, rock-fac.e:d granite, the house has 
all the classic features of the bungalow style, including the axial 
roof, second-story dormer, long sloping roofline, deep veranda and 
textured materials.

The front facade is organized in horizontal units with two recessed 
square entranceways; one enters into the center sun porch, the other 
into the main block of the house. The strip of six windows are double 
hung, with interesting vertical mullions in the upper pane. The primary 
entrance is marked with a gable and austere plain brackets (or modil- 
lions), and curving stair walls. Stepped bays in the first floor break 
the flush surface of the side facades. Ornamental details which add to 
the overall design, include the granite water table, vertical stretcher 
belt courses between floors, tile roof and rock-faced stone bands along 
the front pillars. Interior features include two fireplaces built of 
stones and fossils collected by the first owner's son. The variety of 
details and massing is controlled in an overall composition of strong 
horizontal emphasis and small-scaled domestic intimacy.

To the rear of the house is the original double garage built of ident 
ical granite. Two entries for automobiles on the north facade, the 
building has a single door with transom and a window on the east. The 
structure is covered with a wood shingle hipped-roof.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
prehistoric archeoloav-orehistoric communitv nlannina
1400-1499
1500-1599

1600-1699 _;
1700-1799

1800-1899
X 1900-

Specific dates

archeology-historic
agriculture

X_ architecture 
art
commerce
communications

1920

conservation
.. economics

education

engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

Storm

landscape arc 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/goven

Ma.son :
Builder/Architect St°M!^i c^n J *

hitecture religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater

nment transportation
x other (specify)

Association with man
who made social/humai 
contri hut i nns

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Significant in the area of architecture, the house was built for J. W. 
Parmley, pioneer Edmund County resident, businessman and an organizer 
of the YellowstpneTraiJ Association, the uSouth Dakota Peace Society 
and the International Peace Garden.

J. W. Parmley came to Edmunds County in 1883 where he started a long and 
varied: career., ^he co-owner of the Mina brickyards, which produced the 
brick used in the house, he was also the town's first superintendent 
of schools. Active in political affairs, he was deeply concerned about 
social problems. He served as County Judge and twice in the state leg 
islature, elected in 1905 and 1907. His most significant personal work 
came in 1912 when he organized the Yellowstone Trail Association and 
later when he served as president of the South Dakota Peace Association. 
The former involvement led to his co-founding of the International Peace 
Garden on the North Dakota-Canadian border. Deeply committed to the 
cause of peace, he lectured and wrote on the subject until his death in 
1940.

The house itself combines the skillful use of local materials and a 
standard American house form of the first third of the 20th century. 
More richly detailed and carefully proportioned than most bungalow 
style houses, the Parmley House is not only a elegant example of what 
can be done with a conventional form, but is a memorial to work and 
ideals of J. W. Parmley.



9. Major Bibliographical References___________
Oral History. Conversation and Correspondence with Irene Parmley Trotzig,

Winter, 1976. 
George W. Kingsbury. History of Dakota Territory - South Dakota: Its

History and Its People cbiographical;. Cjeorge M. smith, EcTvol. IV 
____(Chicago: S. J. Clarke Pub Co.^) 1915. r>n. 2fi-32. ___ ________

10. GeographicalI Data ACREAGEJOT VfflM UTO NOT VERIFIED
Edmunds County Hwy. map
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By Technical Editing:

name/title Scott Gerloff. Survey Coordinator Carolyn Torma

organization Historical Preservation Center date September, 1976

street & number U.S.D. Alumni House telephone

'city or town Verm11lion state South Dakota

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state,is: 

__ national __ state ^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set/foXth by the Meri}agej£onservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signatur

I herebpjertily thjt th|| property i£ included in the

f the National Register

GPO 938 835
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Parmley House
Ipswich
Edmunds County
South Dakota x ..- • . - •

Verbal Boundary Description

This site is comprised of Lots 9, 10, 11, 12 and the East one-half
of Lots 13, 14, 15, 16 of Block 17 of the Original Plat of Ipswich,
The lot lines form the boundary of the site.


