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These are 2 of 28 Locomotive Gantry Cranes built by the
McMyler Interstate Co. of Cleveland, Ohio in 1917.

The steam gantry cranes have a 15 ton capacity at 15 ft.
radius, mounted on tracks, with holding and closing lines and
clam shell buckets of 3/4 and 1 1/2 yard capacity. Provision
is made for magnets at 35 ft. radius with portable electric power.
In 1952 they were overhauled and the boilers replaced. They stand
on four 1legs, and are approximately 40 ft. tall (TAMS 1952:20).

No known changes have been made to their appearance, and
they still bear the original McMyler name plates.

The cranes are located on docks along the Delaware River
at the Trenton Marine Terminal.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hog Island Cranes represent an important era of heavy
hoisting equipment and played a major part in 20th century waterfront
technology, in addition to aiding in the American efforts during
World War I.

During the First World War the United States started a massive
ship building effort. One of the largest yards created to meet this
need was at Hog Island, just south of Philadelphia, started in 1917.
Various technological innovations were made in creating this large
enterprise, and were reported on in the technological literature of
the period, Marine Review, September, 1918, Osgood 1919.

The McMyler Interstate Co., of Cleveland, Ohio was a major
supplier of shipyard equipment at the time, and produced a number of
machines for work in or near Philadelphia. Of special interest were
the 28 locomotive steam gantry cranes built by the company specifical-

- 1y for the Hog Island Shipyard. These were o0il burning, steam
operated, but were reportedly capable of being converted to electric
power (Webster 1920: 795).

The two 15 ton cranes at the Marine Terminal are 2 of the
original 28, They were sold as surplus by the Government to the
City of Trenton in 1930 for about $5,000 (one fifth of their original
cost), and in 1932 were installed at the Trenton Marine Terminal,
where they have been ever since.

They are significant because they were made by an important and
innovative manufacturer of Shipbuilding equipment, the McMyler
Interstate Co. 1n 1917. They are 2 of 28 similar cranes made for
and used at the Hog Island shipyards thus representing part of the
World War I construction effort. The fate of other such cranes is
not known but these two are representative of an important event,
and of a major stage in waterfront technology. They also represent
part of Trenton's effort to become a working seaport. They ' are
unaltered and well preserved. The city of Trenton is planning to
refurnish and maintain the cranes in their present environment.
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