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'DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Veith Building is a two story, with basement, commercial
building constructed in 1884. It is an example of late Victorian
commercial architecture and features excellent cast-iron and pressed-
metal detailing.

The P street (south) facade is composed of brick laid in a
running bond and a cast-iron and wood storefront. At the street
level, some brickwork has been plastered over and the storefront has
been altered. Both ground floor openings remain in their original
locations, however. Above%_a cast—ﬁron lintel spans the ground floor
opening. - On eft ér‘éfﬁe of the “facade, brick pilasters (the side
bearing walls) are present which feature sheet metal decoration bearing
medieval mason's marks. At the second floor, the four window openings
feature stone sills and flat-topped arch decoration in metal. The
cornice, the outstanding feature of the facade, is also erected in
sheet metal. It features a frieze bearing a leaf-like decoration
and is topped with four finials. The center portion of the cornice
features a semi-circular pediment on which the words "Veith" and
"1884" are cast.

Structurally, the bullding is a rectangle bearing on brick walls
on the east and west sides. The walls are not tied to adjacent
,bulldlngs. The first floor is supported on wood joists which bear
on the walls, as well as a row of columms in the basement. The wood
~joists of the second floor and roof clear span the, bearing walls.

The built—up roof slopes to the rear. : :

Alterations, in addition to the storefront, include the cutting
of an opening to the building to the west and the coating of the
back (north) wall with gunnite.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Veith Building is a significant.architectural landmark
in Lincoln. It is one of the oldest commercial buildings in the
city, and is the best surviving example of Victorian commercial
architecture in Lincoln proper. It has been virtually unaltered.

~ Constructed in 1884 as a grocery by the Veith family, the
building has been through a succession of owners. Surprisingly,
it has not suffered the pains of alteration as badly as buildings
its age often do. The existing storefront could be restored to
its original status with a minimal effort - the original store~
front cast-iron columns remain in place.
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