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The John Copas House is located on the bank of the St. Croix River, eleven miles 
north of Stillwater. The house is a two-storey building of modified cruciform plan 
set on a stone foundation. It is sided in clapboard and has a wrap-around front 
porch with spindlework. The gable ends have broken pediments and also ornamental 
spindlework. The intersecting gable roof has a brick chimney on the front section. 
A kitchen and enclosed porch are one-storey additions made to the rear of the house.

The present appearance of the building indicates that it was constructed about 
1880. Although an early source indicates that the original house was built in 
1857, only a few timbers in the basement show that there may have been an earlier 
house on the same site.

Eight other buildings not included in the nomination are also located on the 
farm. They include a large barn, a granery, a machine shed, two chicken coops, 
a corn crib, and a pump house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Copas, the original owner of this house, was one of the first settlers and 
a long time resident of the community variously known as Vasa, Otis, and finally 
Copas after John Copas himself.

Copas came from Italy in 1848 and after staying awhile in St. Paul, settled in 
the area which is now known as Copas. Copas and a partner tmilt a log store to 
serve the needs of the early settlers already in the area.

In 1857 the community was platted and named Vasa. It was expected that a town 
would grow and prosper by attracting Swedish immigrants. It is recorded that 
Copas built a house at this time to the south of the Vasa Plat.

The depression of 1857 did much to thwart the sale of land in the community, 
and the town never developed as planned. Also, the name of the town was changed to 
Otis as it had been discovered that there was another town named Vasa in Minnesota.

John Copas carried on with the store, however, until 1861 at which time he went 
into farming. It is recorded in 1881 that he resided in the same house that he had 
built in 1857 and that the house had been remodeled. His farm at the time included 
120 acres.

Again in 1886 there were hopes that the town would develop, spurred by the 
construction of a railroad line leading from the Twin Cities to Duluth. A post 
office was established there and the community was finally named Copas. The town never 
prospered, and today only a few buildings remain.

The John Copas House and farm were passed on to son Frank Copas in 1894. He 
lived and farmed there until 1938. In 1964 the present owners purchased the 
Copas House, the farm buildings, and eight acres of the original farm.
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