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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in rural, southeast Trigg County, the Thomas Dawson house lies along

Casey Creek one mile southeast of the small community of Roaring Springs near the
Trigg-Christian county Tine. The house lies approximately fifteen miles southwest
of Hopkinsville and twelve miles south of Cadiz, the county seat.

Facing southward, the 1%-story brick structure built ca. 1816-17 embodies a hall-
parlor plan (see photos 1 and 2). The asymmetrical three-bay facade is laid in
common bond with the entrance being slightly to the left of center, giving access
to the west hall. Smaller pane window sash have been replaced with 2/2 sash set
in the original casings; a rectangular transom surmounts the nine-panel front door.
Jack arches cap all the openings. In the east and west elevations, .gable end
windows flank the interior chimneys. A door is located in the east elevation south
of the chimney. A ca. 1910 frame addition extends from the northeast (rear) wall

- {see’ photo-3): ~On"the interior, substantial portions of the original woodwork
remain including simple beaded baseboards, chairrail, built-in cupboards flanking
the fireplaces in both rooms, and Federal mantels. Enclosed stairs are situated
in the southwest corner of the east parlor. A window in the north (rear) wall was
lengthened to a door to give access to the ca. 1910 frame addition. Vacant for
many years, the house had fallen into disrepair. Currently, it is being renovated,
an addition is being made to the rear adjoining the frame section, and the house will
again be used as a private residence.

The house is situated on a large farm; thus the nomination consists of approximately
three acres including only the house and a nineteenth century family cemetery located
four hundred feet south of the house just east of the dirt farm road.
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The Thomas Dawson house is a well-preserved example of a late eighteenth century house
form and is among the earliest known brick structures in Trigg County. Because the only
alteration occurs in the form of a frame addition to the rear, the house remains as an
especially clear illustration of the late eighteenth century ha11 -parlor plan, reta1n1ng
most of the original woodwork. In addition, the house is one of the few remaining

known to have been associated with the ear]y settlement of the southeast section-of Trigg
County.

Trigg County was formed in 1820 from portions of Christian and Caldwell counties.

Four years previously, Thomas and John Dawson of Bourbon County purchased a 4,000-acre
tract of land along the Little River and Casey Creek and about 1817 estab11shed their
homes in the vicinity of Roaring Springs. Thomas Dawson (1759-1829), the more prosperous
of the two brothers, appears to have been the patriarch of the family, and his eldest son
Richard figured prominently in the early history of the county. Known as "Squire Dick,"
Richard P. Dawson (1791 1866) was appointed one of the original nine justices of the peace
for the new county in 1820, served on the commission to let bids for the .first county
courthouse, and was the pres1d1ng justice of the county court until 1831.

Tradition states that five houses were built by the first Dawson settlers in the vicinity
of Roaring Springs. However, of the two brothers, only Thomas Dawson's house survives;
John Dawson's house, located on what is now the Fort Campbell property, has been destroyed.
Further research should indicate whether the three remaining early nineteenth century
houses in the vicinity of Roaring Springs are related to the Dawson settlement.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point on the east side of the dirt farm road approximately 50' from
the northwest corner of the house, east 200', south 600' parallel to and 200' east
of the farm road, west 200' to the east side of the farm road, north along the east
side of said road to the point of origin.



