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Peterson Avenue Hill is one of the last brick streets (or carriage ways ? 
as they were originally called) left in Louisville, The brick portion of 
Peterson Avenue begins 1200 feet south of the right-of-way line of Frank- 
fort Avenue at the intersection with Peterson Avenue., The brick portion 
of the street covers a steep hill with a mean slope of 1 to 3,615 or 
approximately 15 degrees. The brick portion originally extended for 
approximately 740 feet to Grinstead Drive (originally Long Avenue). 
Asphalt paving has already been applied to about 137 feet at the top 
of the hill, leaving an arrea, of brick paving 603 feet by 3.0 feet wide.

The hill is pave4 with .vitrified bricks which are laid at angles ,in, a ,sand 
base. The angling is not, found in any other extant brick allev. or s.treet 
surface in the pity. This method helps to create traction on the surface 
in wet weather. 1 The hill is edged by a , stone curb on the east and west 
sides. Lack of maintenance and several severe winters have damaged the 
77 year old surface, and it is currently being restored by Community De 
velopment funds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Today Peterson Avenue Hill serves as Louisville's most important reminder of earlier 
road-building techniques and craftsmanship. The importance of the preservation of 
historic neighborhood infrastructures,, such as Peterson Avenue Hill gives a sense 
of time and place to the area. Peterson Avenue Hill is a rare streetscape element 
and Louisville's most well-known brick street with a rich history associated with the 
early days of the automobile in Louisville.

The Peterson Avenue Hill is located in Crescent Hill, a community which had grown to 
maturity by the close of the nineteenth century and was annexed to the city of Louisville 
in 1897. However, long before the fin de siecle, Crescent Hill was a developing entity. 
The School for the Blind was located in the area by 1855 and the Fair Grounds, near the 
present Field Avenue and Crescent Avenue, was active by 1857. An 1865 map delineates the 
Jefferson County Fair Ground as well as the Louisville and Lexington Turnpike Road and 
the Louisville and Lexington Road.

The Peterson-Dumesnil House was one of the original gracious homes from the mid-to-third 
quarter of the nineteenth century which typified Crescent Hill. The Peterson-Dumesnil 
home was built in the Italianate villa style by Joseph Peterson in cJ.869-70. Peterson 
had acquired 31 1/8 acres in 1859 on the Louisville and Shelbyville Pike from J, H. Colston, 
Joseph Peterson (1812-1889) came to Louisville from Philadelphia in 1836 and was active 
in the tobacco exchange until he retired in 1862. He owned numerous properties in down 
town and owned stock in the Exposition Company and in the Crescent Hill Railroad Company. 
Peterson Avenue took its name from its first resident.

Peterson Avenue was laid out slightly to the west of the original driveway of the Peterson 
House. The increasing popularity of Crescent Hill as a sylvan residential area encour 
aged the subdivision and development of the land around the Peterson House. A handsome 
collection of frame and brick residences of the late-nineteenth and early twentieth cen 
turies line the street. The structures range from the late Victorian to the Colonial 
'Revival in style. Several of these structures and an open-treed area line the brick 
portion of Peterson Avenue Hill on the west side. Barrett Jr. High School and four res 
idences on the east side of the hill were built on part of the original Peterson estate.

The increased residential development and the annexation of Crescent Hill by the city 
of Louisville brought a demand for city services. The paving of streets was one service 
available to residents. The city of Louisville passed two ordinances in October of 1902 
authorizing the pavement of Peterson Avenue. Oridinance number 220, series 1902, authorized
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the paving of Peterson Avenue from Frankfort Avenue to a point 1200 feet south of 
Frankfort Avenue with asphalt. Ordinance number 221, series 1902, authorized the 
paving of Peterson Avenue Hill, from a point 1200 feet south of Frankfort Avenue to 
the north line of-Long Avenue (Grinstead Drive), with vitrified brick or paving blocks. 
Both ordinances called for the paving to be apportionately paid for by the property 
owners adjacent to the street by the amount of square footage owned abutting the street

Brick street paving came into favor prior to the beginning of the twentieth century. 
The mass production of brick in this country made their use practical for paving. 
Louisville had a large number of brick manufactories and brickyards, thus brick was 
a plentiful source. Mechanical devices and methods of vitrification of the prepared 
clay blocks combined to reduce the brick cost and increase the production volume sig 
nificantly. Vitrified bricks were heated in a kiln to such a temperature to fuse the 
grains and to close the pores of the brick to make it impervious to fluids. Thus brick 
streets were a vast improvement over previous paving materials such as clay, clay-sand, 
and gravel or macadam in terms of cleanliness, supportive strength and durability. 
Maintenance costs were low and the appearance was an improvement as well. Throughout 
the country brick became such a popular medium for paving, especially for city thorough 
fares, that on many occasions paving brick was in short supply. The use of brick for 
street paving reached its peak in the early twenties when Portland cement and the tech 
nological advancements in the development of mechanical concrete mixers and pavers 
lead to the wide spread use of concrete as a paving material. Thus there have been 
few brick streets built in this country since the 1930s.

Peterson Avenue Hill is Louisville's best known brick street or alley. There is a 
rich oral tradition associating the hill with the easly history of the automobile. 
Automobile dealers would boast that their cars could pull Peterson Hill in high gear,, 
and many cars were put to just such a test. The fire department also used Peterson 
Hill to test its new fire engines.

In June 1979, Peterson Avenue Hill was designated a local landmark,
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