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The Cleveland-Rogers house is located on the east side of Kentucky 25, exactly ten 
miles east of the New Circle Road, on Boone's Creek at the Kentucky River in Fayette 
County, Kentucky. The house, Cleveland cabins and other farm complex buildings are 
situated on a working horse farm of approximately 160 acres.

The Rogers house is a one-and-a-half-story, five bay, brick dwelling built ca. 1819. 
The exterior is laid up in Flemish bond on the principle facade" and common bond on the 
three others. The massing floor plan, exterior and interior trim, front porch, and 
fenestrations are all characteristic of the Federal period (photo l).

The windows are nine-over-nine and are located on either side of the portico to give 
.the facade its Federal appearance. A one-story portico with an elliptical fanlight 
piercing the tympanum shelters a double door with a transom below (photo 2). Each 
of the windows and the door have a reeded molding with corner blocks and shutters on 
either side of the opening (photo 3)» The rear door is treated in a similar manner. 
Four chimneys, two on each side, rise above the gabled roof.

On the interior, the Rogers house has a wide central hall with two large square rooms 
on each side. The interior is richly embellished with carved window and door jambs, 
chairrail, and mantels (photos 4, j>, and 6). Each mantel is carved in a different 
manner and look as if they were done by early Bluegrass craftsman, Mathew Lowry. 
Most of the original ash flooring remains. An unusual feature is the trunk room which 
utilizes the space in the pediment of the portico.

Outbuildings remain intact. The buildings are laid out on a plantation plat where 
the corners all line up on a single axis. To the southeast of the house are two single 
pen cabins known as the Cleveland Complex (photos 7 and 8). Built ca. 1?86, the cabins 
measure 18 feet by 19 feet and l8f feet by 23| feet. Each has a shouldered chimney 
of stone, a door opposite the gable end, one window, and a loft. These possibly served 
as the residence of Eli Cleveland. North of these cabins stands a brick smokehouse 
(photo 9) which was probably erected shortly after the main residence itself. Approxi­ 
mately two hundred yards from the main house stands an early log barn (photo 10). It 
remains in good condition and little changed. The two other farm buildings are a corn 
crib and utility building, both frame and probably erected at the turn of the century. 
The latter building is referred to as the buggy house, having housed a horse and buggy 
from the era.

The house is nicely situated approximately 200 feet from Kentucky 25 and the yard has 
numerous trees and shrubs. The nominated area is drawn so as to incorporate this front 
domestic space important to the visual setting of the house. Also encompassed are the 
brick house, two log structures, smokehouse, log barn, corn crib and buggy house. The 
outbuildings are spread out to the southeast of the house and an early stone wall is on 
portions of the nominated area.
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The Cleveland-Rogers House, located in southeast Fayette County, is an out­ 
standing example of a Federal residence in'rural Fayette County. It is one of 
the few basically unaltered residences in the Federal style remaining in Fayette 
County and the surrounding area. The site retains its outbuildings including 
two log structures and a brick smokehouse.

The two early owners were both of prominent early settling families of the 
Bluegrass region. Eli Cleveland, who built his log cabins about 1786, was a 
magistrate serving in Fayette County in the year 1792. He also owned the first 
mill in the area which evidently burned in 1796, according to an open letter from 
Cleveland, published in the Kentucky Gazette of March 28, 1796. Eli Cleveland 
sold his land of 442 acres and other tracts to Joseph and Jeremiah Rogers on 
November 3, 1819. The one and one-half story brick house was built by Jeremiah, 
Rogers in 1819-1820. Jeremiah, the son of Joseph Hale Rogers, had full owner­ 
ship of the property in 1822, his father having deed over his one-half undivided 
interest at that time. Joseph Hale Rogers had come to Kentucky from Culpepper 
County, Virginia, about 1784, settling at Bryan Station, where he owned over 
4,000 acres. There Joseph Rogers built,, in 1794, a fine Federal style brick house, 
known as the Joseph Hale Rogers House (listed in the National Register November 
15, 1979). Jeremiah Rogers lived in his house on the Richmond Road until his 
death in 1836, at which time the house passed to his wife Fanny and then to their 
son Christopher C. Rogers. The house remained in the Rogers family until 1910 
when the current owner's family bought the farm. The Cleveland-Rogers House and 
complex has been owned by only three families since its creation.

The brick, five-bay, 1^-story house is laid up in Flemish bond on the main 
facade and common bond on the other three sides. The massing, interior and 
exterior trim, front porch and fenestrations of the house are all characteristic 
of the Federal period. The interior is very much intact with carved window and 
door jambs, mantles and chairrail. The two log cabins, which number among the 
outbuildings, both have a shouldered stone chimney, single door and a loft. 
The entire complex forms an excellent example of early Kentucky architecture.



See Continuation Sheet.

OGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
6.9 acresACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES

A|l. 6| I 71 3. 2|ft 6, d 14-71 J9t81 8, 5.0)
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

c|li6l I7l3i2i 81 Oi d I4iil9i7l8i5i ol

tit u
ell.61 I 71 3. 2j 9. 2. 0| l4.li9.7J9. 2. 0|

ZONE EASTING NORTHING
l7J3» 2l 7i 3t d l4tll9i7J9i 81 d

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundary begins at a point north of Kentucky 25 and runs northeast along a line for 
approximately 470 feet to point A (see U.S.G.S. map), then northwest along a line 650 
feet to point B, then southwest 480 feet to north side of Kentucky 25 (point C) , thereby 
incorporating sites to the southeast of the house, i.e., log houses, corn crib, barn, 
buggy house, smokehouse, then 630 feet southeast along Kentucky 25 to the point of 
origin. <5ee oeHt^tUA/urU sbjUh" K.C' d £
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL */

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i{ has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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ADDENDUM

The boundary begins at point D on the north side of Richmond Road (Ky. 25) 
approximately 225 feet west of the main house and 1 1/8 mile south of the 
intersection of Richmond Road and McCalls Mill Road extending northeast along 
a line for approximately 480 feet to point A (see USGS map); then southeast 
along a line 650 feet to point B; then southwest along a line 470 feet to the 
north side of Ky. 25 (point C), thereby incorporating sites to the southeast 
of the house, i.e. log houses, corn crib, barn, buggy house, smokehouse, then 
630 feet northwest along the north side of Ky. 25 to the point of origin.
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