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The Ballard County Courthouse is located in Wickliffe, Kentucky, in the western 
section of the state. Considered part of the Purchase area, Ballard County was 
formed in 1842.

Constructed between 1900 and 1905, the Ballard County Courthouse is rectangular 
in form. Each facade of the structure has a pedimented, projecting, central 
pavilion. Unusual stone "capitals" top the brick pilasters that flank each 
projection. They are an unacademic variety, probably dating from the earliest 
period of construction. The entablature has an architrave with egg and dart 
molding, and a frieze with a denticulated cornice.

One-story Ionic porticos frame the entrances on three sides, and stained glass 
transoms decorate all four main doors.

This exterior composition is capped by a large, domed, octagonal cupola in 
the form of a colonnade of eight composite columns. Interstices between the 
columns are filled with clocks and louvered vents (see photos 1-6).

All the interior woodwork is original in natural finished oak. The open 
stair has a bannistered rail and a panelled newel post. Wainscoting is 
found throughout the structure's interior. Most of the original courtroom 
furniture remains, with pewJike spectators benches, oak railing and a judge's 
bench. The courtroom's vaulted ceiling is concealed by a dropped ceiling 
(see photos 7-12).

In 1977 an architectural and historical survey of Ballard County was completed. 
Every significant structure in the county was documented, and those sites con­ 
sidered eligible for the National Register, such as the courthouse, were 
identified.

To insure the visaul integrity of the site, the boundaries were drawn to include 
the building and the square lote on which it sits.
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The Ballard County Courthouse, the county's symbol of government, had more 
attention lavished on its design than any other structure in the county. In an 
area which contains few surviving buildings of outstanding architectural 
significance, the courthouse is an exceptionally well-planned structure.

A county courthouse is meant to be imposing and its physical presence felt in 
a community. The Ballard County Courthouse accomplishes this through its large 
scale, imposing volume, well-executed detail, portico-porches and the placement 
of an octagonal cupola that towers above the entire composition. The apparent 
architect for the building, Jerome B. Legg, had his office in St. Louis and 
seems to have been selected because of his design for the Mississippi County, 
Missouri courthouse, completed in 1900 and located directly across the river.

When Ballard County was officially formed in 1842, the town of Blandville 
(approximately 12 miles from present-day Wickliffe) became the official seat of 
government. The first courthouse was completed in 1844 at a cost of $6,000. 
On February 2, 1880, either by accident or otherwise, the Blandville courthouse 
burned. There ensued a rather heated contest which, after four years, two 
county elections, and a court battle that reached the Kentucky Court of Appeals, 
resulted in the establishment of the seat of justice in the new town of Wickliffe

Two factors influences the 1884 decision to move the remaining county records 
from Blandville to Wickliffe. First, Wickliffe was a river port and a busy center 
of local commerce located only six miles from Cairo, Illinois, a major commercial 
and banking center. Second, by the 1860s and 1870s, Wickliffe was served by 
two railroads, the Illinois Central and the Mobile and Ohio. The railroads 
linked Wickliffe to Cairo and points north as well as to major southern centers, 
such as New Orleans, Mobile and Memphis, thus stimulating Wickliffe's economy.

The county officials held their offices in the Wickliffe city hall until a new 
courthouse was completed. Begun in 1900, the building was completed in 1905 at 
a cost of $25,000.
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