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The 1879 Challis Brewery historic district is made up of a cut-stone and
rubble brewery building, two rubble-stone houses held together with mud
mortar and mud plaster, a stone-walled outbuilding with wooden roof and
facade, and the stone foundation of a fifth structure no longer extant.
Brewery Spring is nearby--source of the water used in the original brewery
operation. It flows at a good rate into a catch basin.

The one-story brewery building is the largest of the structures, and
is in good condition. It is 37' 6" long x 28' wide, constructed of local
stone. The east-facing entry wall is made of hand-cut smooth-finished
stone, laid in random-coursed ashlar. The other three walls are of
uncoursed rubble.

The front door is centered under the gable, and is flanked by double-
hung 6 x 6 sash windows, one on each side. The three openings are spanned
by stone lintels, each set under a shallow segmental arch in stone which
relieves the weight of the wall above. The space between these arches and
the lintels is slight, and is filled with mortar. A clearly discernible
keystone is visible in the arches above the left-hand window and the door,
but the same function on the right hand window is carried out with two
stones. The projecting square-cut stone window sills are monolithic.
There are two additional windows in north and south walls.

The roof is gabled, running east and west. It is covered with sheet
metal but was originally shingled.

Interior wood work is largely intact, and is handsomely proportioned.
Wainscoting of pine lumber is divided into panels trimmed with delicate
moldings. This has been painted an ivory color which enhances interior
lighting from the six windows. Upper walls are papered.

Archaeology may reveal three stone tanks used in brewing, remembered
by old time residents but no longer visible.

The two rubble structures to the south, originally dwellings for the
brewers and their families, were literally held together with mud.
Repeated plastering with mud, whitewashed on the outside, has built up
an additional thickness of 4 to 6 inches on the rough stone beneath.

This is severely weathered, but is intact enough for accurate restoration.
The Don Ferguson rock-adobe "B" is the larger of the two. It has one
small off-center six pane window in the east wall and a door on the north
wall. The Henry Reynolds rock-adobe "A" has a centered door in the east
wall flanked by one six-pane window on the left hand side. A window in
the door supplies all additional light. Rubble retaining walls at the
back of these two dwellings connect them and control erosion from the
hillside to the rear. Several small wooden sheds of recent date complete
the complex.

The low pitched roofs on these two dwellings are framed in lodgepole
pine logs, running parallel to the ridgepole, and covered with planks.
Earth for insulation was placed on top of the planks. Adobe "B" has a
tin roof on top of original earth and plants. All of these structures are
in fair condition and restorable, if work can be started within the next

year or two.
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There has been no brewery operating in Idaho for 20 years. Even these
most recently used brewery structures have been demolished. The Challis
brewery is of especial interest, since it is one of only two known breweries
in the state to have survived, and is older by 25 years than the second.

The brewery building itself is a fine example of frontier stone commer-
cial architecture. The craftsmanship on the random ashlar facade is
especially noteworthy. The front half of the building is well finished
on the inside since it doubled as saloon as well as brew house.

The brewers' dwelling houses adjacent to the main structure are also
of great interest, due to their method of construction. The rubble stone
walls of these buildings were mortared together by mud and heavily plastered
with it inside and out. Although mud was often used for mortar in early
Idaho, the mud plastering was rare--due no doubt to a mountain climate which
deteriorated it rapidly. It was a geographical eccentricity which made
mud plaster more permanent in Challis, Idaho, than elsewhere. In the rain
shadow of the Salmon River mountains, Challis gets less snow and milder
temperatures than other mountain areas nearby. This, and the fact that
the two dwellings have been almost continuously occupied since 1879 accounts
for their preservation. Fresh mud has been added, along with an occasional
coat of paint to keep the buildings intact and habitable.

Three Germans, Fred Albiez, Ferdinand Klug, and George Fuchs teamed
up in 1879 to start a brewery in Challis--a townsite laid out just that
year in a region of promising mineral discoveries. By 1886 the establish-
ment of other breweries at Custer and Bayhorse, farther up the Salmon river,
made the Challis operation unprofitable. In 1887 the brewery building was
used for at least one winter as a school. It has had varied uses since,
including residential.

A small historic district, encompassing all of the structures associated
with the brewery and the spring which supplied the water, will enable the
preservation and restoration of a unique example of early industry. The
brewery itself is the property of the North Custer Historical Society. The
other structures are in process of being acquired.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundary of the Challis Brewery Historic District is described in item 7
and shown as the dotted line on the attached sketch map entitled "Challis

Brewery Historic District, Challis, Idaho." The eastern boundary of the district
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Item 4. Continuation.
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The most southerly site in the district is Brewery Spring itself.
The remains of a small springhouse sit over it. Although the roof is lost,
the walls of saddle-notched poles remain. The greater height of the northern
wall and the pitch of the rafter-poles show that the springhouse was a
shed-roofed. Water flows steadily from a wooden pipe, formed from narrow
staves bound by an iron strap, which emerges from the eastern base of the
structure. .

The districtgfhmediately to the west of Challis Creek Road, within
the northern corporate limits of Challis. The boundaries recognize the
"strip" arrangement of the historically, architecturally, and historic-
archaeologically significant sites, and allow a clearance of at
least 25' to the north, south and west of the major sites.

Three small houses have been built inside the historic brewery complex
in the 20th century (map #'s 2, 3, and 8). The Ferguson and Reed houses
are frame bungalows. The Reynolds house is a log cabin of the 1920s,
built of lodgepole pine. All must be regarded as intrusive, but could be
moved if the property is acquired by the local historical society.
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boundary of the district follows the western edge of the road. It commences
at a point due east of a point 25' south of the southernmost site (Brewery
Spring, map #9). It continues northeasterly to a point due east of a point
251 north of the northernmost site (Challis Brewery, map #1). The western
boundary of the district is described by a line which is at every point

100" due west of the eastern boundary. The northern and southern boundaries
run laterally, due west from the northern and southern extremities of the
eastern boundary to the corresponding extremities of the western.
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