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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Deerfield Town Hall is a two and one-half story clapboarded wooded structure built
in 1856, in the Greek Revival style. It is 74' x 44' 2y built on a granite block founda-
tion. Two chimneys set back 14' from the facade and rise through the lower protions of
each slope.

The fenestration of the gable-end facade includes three matching entrances with windows
directlyabove. The doorways are classically treated with pilasters of simplified Doric
form supporting fully articulated entablatures. Each entrance consists of two three-
paneled doors. The central doors provide access to the second floor via a free-standing
spiral staircase 1located directly inside the entrance. The side entrances open to the
first floor. Centered in the clapboarded tympanum is. a round louvered vent supported by
inverted S-scrolls and a flat board base. The raking cornice of the pediment incorporates
echinus moulding.

Pilasters terminate each corner of the building and support a full entablature that ex-
tends along the sides of the building. The side elevations are four bays wide with win-
dows on both stories. The linteled windows have eight over eight double-hung sash and
slotted blinds.

Interior: The original interior consisted of wide pine flooring and plastered walls and
ceilings. Benches, still extant, are built into the walls of the lower hall and run the
length of the building. There is-a raised platform in the lower hall, 15' x 25', which
is surrounded by a railing and is believed to be original. The upper hall was finished
in a similar manner to the first story hall but is now floored with hardwood. There is a
raised stage with proscenium in the rear of the upper hall, flanked by doors and stairs,
but it is not known if this is original. Ornamental lintels surmount the doorways. Eight
paired cast iron columns support the lower hall. Major alterations to the interior in-
clude the installation of luan-style panelling in the upper and lower halls and one office,
the partitioning off of the front part of the lower hall for two bathrooms, a kitchen,
and a furnace room. This partition encloses the spiral staircase.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Deerfield Town Hall is one of the finest examples of Greek Revival
public-architecture in New Hampshire. The building retains all its
original exterior features and the present interior paneling can be re-
moved, thus preserving the original interior. The Town Hall as it
presently stands, is a nearly pure reflection of the Greek Revival
period.



TEMAJOR BIBLICGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Deerfield Records, Vol. 6, 1852-1863, pp. 151-158.
These unpublished records are in the custody of the
Town Clerk at the Deerfield Town Hall.
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