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Freitag's Pure Oil "English Cottage" style service station stands at its ori­ 
ginal location at the northwest corner of Uinth Street and Fourteenth Avenue. Signif­ 
icantly, the location is at the edge of a quiet residential neighborhood. The station 
is no longer in operation: weeds grow abundantly from cracks in the concrete apron, 
and paint is peeling on the building.

The 34 by 27 foot single-story building is almost square in plan but consists 
of three distinct sections. The office portion juts slightly from the front and side 
of the building and is visually set off by its steeply pitched roof with end chimneys. 
A rear wing and a one-stall "Lubridome" at the side complete the square. Both of these 
sections have steeply pitched roofs echoing that of the main section, although the con­ 
cealed rear portion of the Lubridome roof is flat. The roofline makes the structure 
appear deceptively small.

The building retains nearly all of its stylistic details. The brick walls are 
painted white to contrast with the "Pure-Oil Blue" roof tile. Chimneys are capped 
with "Pure-Oil Blue 71 chimney pots. Gable ends of the rear wing and the Lubridome have 
parapets. Arches, sills, and a course above the foundation are of brick left unpainted 
for accent. The doorway and an adjacent window have round arches. On the other side 
of the door an oriel with a copper top and base doubles as a picture window, giving 
the station operator an ample view of the pumps. The doorway is sheltered by a copper 
entrance hood supported by wrought iron brackets. Wrought iron railings flank a small 
stoop. Gutters and downspouts are of decorative copper; downspouts are embossed with 
the Pure Oil monogram. Decorative wrought iron lamps are mounted on both sides of the 
Lubridome door, alongside the entrance, and on the side of the building to light 
the way to the rest room.
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The Freitag Pure Oil ''English Cottage 11 service station is significant to the 
history of Wisconsin as a virtually unaltered early-Twentieth-Century example of archi­ 
tecture used as a commercial marketing technique. It is further significant as a visual 
reflection of the emergence of the family automobile as a dominant institution of the 
American way of life.

From 1927 through the 1930s, the lure Oil Company replicated hundreds of vir­ 
tually identical English cottage style service stations across the country for operation 
by their franchised deaJers. In the early years of the automobile, most filling sta­ 
tions had been little more than nondescript roadside shacks with pumps. They had the 
reputation of being unsightly fire hazards and were unwelcome in most residential neigh­ 
borhoods. With the cottage style station, Pure Oil sought to break this stereotype 
and create a legitimized image for its product. The company especially sought to make 
its franchised stations welcome in residential neighborhoods, which it recognized as 
becoming'prime markets as the family car became commonplace. Pure Oil also sought to 
make the standardized design of its stations a corporate symbol and trademark. In 1927 
it announced its cottage style station design with the following comment:

A service station pictures to the passing motorist the type of company it 
represents. . . . With this in mind, the Pure Oil Company has sought to 
develop and standardize a type of station, not merely as a place to get 
"gas," but one that would be attractive and inviting as well.3

Pure Oil was among the first American corporations to use architecture in this way. 
Since the time of the cottage station, such "architectural packaging" has become a com­ 
mon part of the American landscape.

Carl August Petersen, Chief Engineer of Marketing Construction for Pure during 
the 1920s, was responsible for the "English Cottage" design service station. He chose 
the eclectic design because it was characterized by "quaint charm," "warmth," and an 
overall '"homey 1 appearance."^ The design fit well into the architecture of neigh­ 
borhoods constructed between the turn of the century and the 1930s.

The original Pure Oil cottage station design consisted of the office section 
only, but the company quickly adapted the design to include a "Lubridome" or service 
bay. This adaptation reflected the late 1920s trend away from the the simple filling 
station toward the comprehensive service station. The trend occurred largely in res­ 
ponse to the popularization of the family automobile. Freitag's is an example of the 
"Lubridome" type.

Freitag f s station was built in 1929 by C.W. (Slim) Freitag, a big-band trombonist 
and pilot. Slim, who was the personal pilot for Freeman Gosden and Charles Correll,
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radio's Amos f n' Andy, was at that time also giving flying lessons to several Pure Oil 
executives. After his father lost his share in an auto sales partnership, Slim built 
the station for him at a cost of nearly $16,000 for the land and the building. Freitag 
senior operated the station until his death, after which Slim leased the station to 
other operators.6 in time, Pure Oil merged with Union 76, and Freitag f s became a 76 
station. The station has been unoccupied for more than a year.

A 1933 Pure Oil cottage style Lubridome service station in Saratoga Springs, 
New York, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on October 18, 1978. 
Besides being younger than the Freitag station, the New York station has been moved 
from its original site and has suffered a degree of alteration in its conversion to 
a retail market.'

NOTES:

Records in the Assessor's Office, City of Monroe; C.W. Freitag to K.E. Hundt, 
correspondence, Aug. 10, 1978.

ry

z Keith A. Sculle, "Three Wisconsin Gas Stations," unpublished manuscript, Spring­ 
field, 111., 1978.

3 C.A. Petersen, ^Pure Oil Building English Cottage Type Service Station," Pure 
Oil News, n.d. /19277.

4 Ibid.

5 Sculle, "Three Gas Stations."

6 Ibid.

^ Doris Manley, Pure Oil Gas Station, Saratoga Springs, New York, National Register 
Nomination Form 10-300, 1978.
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Section 8
Period of Significance

1935

Significant Dates

1935

The nomination for this property was prepared in 1979. The original nomination relied on the 
assessor's records, which indicated that the station was built in 1929. This continuation sheet corrects 
the date of construction and the period of significance. Recently located contemporary newspaper 
accounts provide a corrected date of construction - 1935. The September 28,1935 Monroe newspaper 
reported:

A new gasoline and motor oil company comes to the local petroleum products retail field with 
the announcement today of the opening of Freitag's Pure Oil Super Service station, located at 
the corner of Ninth street and Fourteenth avenue.2

The change in date does not affect the areas of significance or the reasons for listing the Freitag station.

Section 9:

"Freitag Service Station Opening is Announced." Monroe Evening Tunes. 28 September 1935. P. 1. 

"Now Open for Business" (advertisement). Monroe Evening Times. 28 September 1935. P.2.

"Freitag Service Station Opening is Announced," Monroe Evening Times. 28 September 1935, p.l.


