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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Merlyn G. Cook School, located in Merizo, is sited along the main road (Route 4)
near the center of the village. The structure is presently used as a community and
youth center for the village.

The 40'-0" by 71'-4" one-story structure is of pre-World War II construction and
incorporates construction techniques and details which represent the transition
between traditional Chamorro/Spanish construction and contemporary constructlon
method51mported.by the. Amerlcan admlnlstratlon. I o

e e Doy e, v e e
Constructlonjutlllzed in the Cook School 1nc1udes a raised foundatlon system of
concrete pillars and beams spaced at 8'-8'" at the sides and 14'-8" at the ends.
Floor framing consists of purlins hand-hewn from ifil wood - the scarce local
lumber which is highly resistant to insect damage and decay. Board-formed con-
crete walls extend from the foundation to the sill of the windows. The upper
portion of the structure is ifil wood framing with board siding and horizontal
pivoting wood shutters. This structure is the only remaining building on the
island which displays extensive use of this type of pivoting window, here con-
structed primarily of ifil wood. The roof also is ifil framing with corrugated
metal roofing. At each end are located concrete entry porches and stairs with
decorative wood brackets providing support for the entry roof.

The interior ceiling is grooved wood typical of early 1900 Chamorro construction.
The floor is polished ifil planklng. Double’ entry doors are located at each end
of the building. . L . .

The exterior building.form, interior space and finishes are generally pleasing
and representative of construction during the Spanish to American transition
period. The building appears to be in sound structural condition and-adequate
for continued use by the community of Merizo.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Merlyn G Cook Schoolhouse is both,hlstbrlcally and archltecturally 51gn1f1cant.
It was one of the first American Schools, and illustrates the great  concern with
education on the part of the American Naval Administration. This early territorial
period is important in the history of the United States and of Guam. Also, the
events surrounding the school during World War II, including the Japanese takeover
of the island and the liberation by the Americans, are part of the broad patterns
of history. Architecturally, the building design reflects distinctive character-
istics of the type and period of construction found during the Spanish and first
American periods.

It is not known precisely when the Merizo Schoolhouse was erected. A school was
conducted in Merizo even in Spanish times, but certainly not in the present build-
ing. An American school was opened in Merizo in 1905. A note in the Guam News-
letter of January 1915, mentioned that the school had been painted by the teachers
during the Christmas vacation. This would. suggest .the present wooden building,
rather than one of the temporary thatched type. A school in Merizo is shown on a
‘map drawn in 1916, Additions to the building were mentioned in 1923. The present
school was built by at least 1931, when it was described as Guam's largest and best
school. This comment was made at a ceremony naming the.school the Merlyn G. Cook
School, after the first head of Guam's Department of Education. The principal at
that t1me was Manuel Charfauros. The school life revolved around .academics, sports
and school fairs, and as in other schools at that time, children were punished for
speaking Chamorro. A fine of five coconuts was levied each time a child "slipped"
into Chamorro. On’December 9, 1941, the Japanese invaded Guam. Merizo was stafed,
and three bombs were dropped, intended for the school, but which fell harmlessly
into the brush. The next day, the Japanese had stationed their headquarters in the
schoolhouse. Three Americans who were in the area turned themselves in and were
confined to the schoolhouse. After a few days, the Japanese left Merizo, carrying
off the school's tables, globes and other equipment. In January, 1942, the school
reopened under the Japanese as part of the Machiyama Gakko Co-prosperity Sphere.
It was also the meeting place for progress reports on the Guamanian work groups.
The whole community was gathered to the schoolhouse to witness a brutal beating of
one Guamanian being punished for not working hard enough. The Japanese improved
the playground adjacent to the school, and encouraged games, especially softball.
In July, 1944, the Merizo massacre occurred and the people fled. The people of
Inarajan heard of this, and after killing several guards, the people of that com-
mmity fled to Merizo. They camped in the schoolhouse. As the Americans approched,
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the people went to the hills beyond the schoolhouse to wave white sheets at the
planes, so they would not be stafed. After the planes had passed, the Guamanians
fled back to the schoolhouse. Japanese snipers in the hills then started firing
at the people in the school. Two people were hit, and one old man died. Guards
were posted outside to wait for the Japanese. Many of the Japanese were killed
trying to throw hand grenades into the building. Over 200 Guamanians, most of
them children, lived through this experience in the schoolhouse, camping in and
under the building. The school was repaired after the war, and used until about
1960, when it was reserved as typhoon shelter. When Typhoon Karen struck the
island in 1962, it was discovered that the school was not at all effective as a
shelter. The inside was quickly strewn with broken glass from the many windows,
Some people tried to shelter under the building, but found it to be just as
dangerous from wind-swept debris. The school was not significantly damaged, how-
ever, by either Typhoon Karen or Typhoon Pamela, 1976. The school now serves as
a center for both the young and senior citizens.
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AMENDMENT TO THE MERLYN G. COOK SCHOOL

The Merlyn G. Cook School opened in the present structure during
the summer of 1941. The original nomination implies that the school had
occupied the building prior to the above date, "The present school was
built by at least 1931, when it was described as Guam's largest and best
school. This comment was made at a ceremony naming the Merlyn G. Cook

School.". This is incorrect.

The confusion arises due to the fact that there were actually two
buildings that housed the Merlyn G. Cook School. The original M.G. Cook
School was dedicated in a ceremony on January 19, 1931. This indeed,
is the structure referred to in the quote above. The original building
was initially constructed and utilized as a barracks for the U.S. Naval
Radio Station in the wvillage. It was this structure that housed the

M.G. Cook School until the new schoolhouse was built.

The the second school was built on the site of the former U.S.

Naval Radio Station which was destroyed in a typhoon that struck Guam
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in 1940. This new structure retained the name of the first Merlyn G.
Cook School and opened on July 2, 1941. However, unlike the original,
this building was constructed specifically to house a school, its design
similar to that of the Junior High School building in Agana. It is this
structure that is known today as the M.G. Cook School. It is this
structure that was nominated and accepted to the National Register in

1979.



