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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Captain Philo Beardsley House is a two-story frame dwelling with integral
lean-to built about 1780. It sits back from the road in a rural area of Kent; most
of the neighboring property is open farmland. Attached to the rear of the house is
a 1% story modern gambrel-roofed ell. Across the street and near the road are some
related outbuildings also included in the nominated parcel. The larger barn is the
equivslent of two stories high and has the ridge of its gable roof perpendicular to
the road. There is no cupola. A deteriorated wooden silo is attached. The barn
has a 20th-century extension which joins it to a smaller, one-story old barn set
at right angles to the first. The age of these two post-and-beam framed buildings
is uncertsain, but their hewn and up-and-down sawn members and non-interlocked
rafters seem to place them somewhere in the 19th century.

The main or east facade of the house is five bays wide with a central entrance.
There is a six-light transom over the original panelled door and a simple board
frame with molded inside edges. Because of the thickness of the recently-installed
rough-sawn clapboards, a strip of molding was applied around the edge of the door-
frame. In addition to the new clapboards, there are new beaded cornerboards and
wood shingles on the roof. Many of the glass window panes are old, but the sash
(twelve-over-twelve on the first story and twelve~over-eight on the second) is a
replacement. The underpinning and central stsck are of roughly dressed stone.

The construction of the house is typical in most respects, but there are some
unusual features. The rear wall of the lean-to is made with oak boards rather than
'studs, the same method as is used for interior partitions. No summers are visible
-beneath the plastered ceilings except in the north front chamber. The roofline is
kept continuous by framing the rear plate about 2' above the level of the front
plate; the lean-to has separate rafters. The roof framing is typical, with
numbered rafters pegged together and no ridgepiece or collar beams.

The interior contains a great deal of material preserved intact. The most
formal room is the south front room. There the fireplace wall is covered with raised
panels generally arranged in three tiers. Above the fireplace opening, which is
Surrounded by a bolection molding, are two rows of panels. This section of the
panelling projects outwerd slightly, and there is a corresponding break in the
cornice abcve. The latter consists of a row of dentils and cyma moldings applied
beneath the chimney girt, with another band of molding sgainst the ceiling. There is
a molded chair rail. In the southwest corner there is a two-part corner cupboard
with glazed round-arched upper door, cross-buck panelled lower door, and three
curved shelves within. The cornice above the cupboard resembles that on the opposite
wall and forms breaks over each of three rosette-ornamented pilasters.

The other front room is nearly identical, but lacks the dentillated cornice and
corner cupboard. The kitchen has a large stone fireplace, plastered in front, with
a brick oven in the rear wall. Attached to the north well is & plain, small folding
table with a single fold-down leg. The kitchen walls are a combination of pleaster,
a horizontal board daco, and vertical feather-edged boards. Upstairs is an unfinished
garret, the very plain north chamber, and the south chamber, finished with feather-
edged boards.

Throughout the house (except for a small part of the kitchen) are original oak
wide-board floors., Framing members are generally cased with a simple quarter-round
molding along the edges, although some are plastered over. The plaster and lath
have not been replaced within memory and although the lath is not visible, it is
thought to be old if not original. The panelled doors retain their original
hardware, including typical latches (rFig. 5).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain Philo Beardsley House is of architectural significance (Criterion
C) because it is a late example of a distinctive house form, the integral lean-to,

and because of its well-preserved interior.

The "saltbox" house seems to have first

made its appearance in the 17th century, as houses of two-room plan were expanded

with the addition of & kitchen at the rear.

However,

the lean-to was not only or

even primarily a method of enlargement: many houses from the first half of the 18th

century were built with the lean-to as a part of the design.

Although often

associated with early construction, the lean-to form continued to be popular, and
the Beardsley House, built about 1780, is not atypical for even that late a date.
Many schemes were employed in these houses to maintain a continuous roof line, such
as using an additional rear plate or cantilevering the girts out to support the
principal rafters: the raising of the rear plate in the Beardsley House is but

another solution to this probklem.
much of its exterior covering materials replaced.

Nevertheless,

Like most houses of its age, this house has had
it retains its

original entrance, its large central stack, and most importantly, its characteristic
form intacte.

The house has a few anomolies in its construction.

"plank-framed?" Why is there a summer in only one room?

Why was only one wall
The questions are of

interest, if only because students of historical architecture expect symmetry and
conformity to already-recognized patterns.

Because modern living facilities are almost entirely located within the ell,

the interior of the house has changed very little.

Except for window frames,

paint

(which was matched to the earliest color found), and part of the kitchen floor,
the interior retains all its early fireplaces, woodwork, hardware, floors, and

early if not original plaster.
rarely found in place.

Indeed,

The folding table in the kitchen is a feature
it is rare to find so much intact in one house.

The house has an interesting mix of simplicity and refinement, perhaps partly

explained by the rural, somewhat isolated life in 18th-century Kent.

The matched

panelling in the two front rooms is simple and straightforward, but it is carefully

done so that the three-tier psttern is repeated in the doors to the stairs.

The

chimney girts are treated as a cornice by the addition of moldings and dentils, and
breaks in the lower course of molding subtly focus the eye on the fireplace. But

at the same time, the failure to bring the cornice around the room or to continue
the panelling in a dado distinguish the Beardsley House fromt its more elaborate

contemporaries.

Similarly, the corner cupboard shows an attention to detail and a

familiarity with Georgian ornsment, particularly the rosettes and the breaks above

the pilasters, but although the cornice recalls that above the
cupboard is not part of a decorating scheme which embraces the
the cupboard is odd in twc respects: it has a central pilaster
block, and the other two pilasters rest upon, rather than frame,

{(continuecd)

fireplace, the
whole room.
instead of a key-

the arched opening.

Moreover
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property includes all of all of Parcel 64 as shown on Kent
Assessor's Map.17 and in addition, sufficient land from Parcel 37A across the
road so as to include the barn and 25' of adjacent land wherever possible.
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As of this writing, the barn and adjacent land on the east side of Beardsley
Road are under contract to be sold to the owner of the house, but are still
held by:

Deborah J. DeVaux et al.
R #1 Kent Hollow
Kent, CT 06757
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Significance (continued):

The cupboard would seem to be a provincialism based upon examples from the
Connecticut River Valley, where the corner cupboard flourished. The Beardsley
House is important,as it stimulates speculation on how designs spread and about the
process by which the social status of the occupants and particular local taste
combine to produce certain types of interiors. An exhaustive study of the area's
houses would be needed to fully put this house in its context, but the Beardsley
House can be seen as the dwelling of a prosperous but not cosmopolitan family.

Philo Beardsley (1755-1826) was given a 100-acre tract here in 1781 by his
father Josiah, from Newtown, who bought the land a few years earlier.! Such
largess itself may be interpreted as an indication that the Beardsleys were a
successful family. Philo was a captain in the local militia, and two of his sons
and a grandson were representatives to the General Assembly. The Beardsleys made
their living farming, as the later but associasted outbuildings recall.

1The deed of 1781 (Kent Land Records 7: 467) implies that Philo had recently
moved to Kent. He was married in 1784. Beardsley (1902) says that the house was
built by Philo, and no earlier deed mentions a dwelling, including the highway
right-of-way deed (1781; 7:57). It is said that the date "1770" was scratched
in the plaster on a cellar wall: this would be too early for Philo BReardsley
and is hard to explain.



