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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fireplace Bar building is a one story brick and stone building. It originally 
had a low stonework false front, with simple stonework roof cresting set above a 
plain stone cornice. The doorway arch has a polished granite keystone with the 
date "1900" inscribed. The windows also have granite keystones.

The sides and rear have been faced with stucco. Three windows have been added on 
the south. As late as 1949 a sign reading "J. W. Parmley—Western Lands—Edmunds 
County Abstract Company" was painted on the south wall. Originally the Ipswich 
Opera House stood adjacent to the north. It was destroyed by a fire and explosion 
in 1949 and subsequently removed. Tha Parmley building was slightly damaged at 
that time and some alterations resulted.

The interior has been altered to accommodate a cocktail lounge, but it retains
the original stone fireplace from the time it served as the offices of J. W. Parmley,
land broker and abstractor.

This vernacular building has segmental surrounds on. the east (front) facade with 
vertically divided transoms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the building is twofold. Historically, the building played a 
significant part in the development of Edmunds County and South Dakota. Built in 
1900, the offices of J. W. Parmley, land developer, served as the scene of many land 
transactions, particularly until 1910. This excerpt from the town's history recounts 
that time:

The land boom which started in 1900 and lasted until 1910 was not a rush 
ing boom, but just a good healthy interest in the sale of land. Many 
people came from Iowa in 1902 and the prospects of a very good crop gave 
settlers a keen interest in land sales.

The summer of 1909 was one of the boom periods and landseekers came flock 
ing in on the trains. J. W. Parmley escorted 34 men with 8 teams and 
several autos out to see the land which was for sale. Mr. J. W. Parmley, 
Mr. Arnold and Mr. M. P. Beebe from the Bank of Ipswich were instrumental 
in bringing in many new settlers. Ten dollars per acre was considered a 
very good price for the land.

The land boom quieted down in 1910 and 1911 when the dry years started. 1

In addition to its importance to the development of the region, the building is sig 
nificant by being associated with the figure of J. W. Parmley; a remarkable man of 
incredible energy, he was one of the early pioneers of 1883, acted as the town's first 
superintendent of schools, was elected to the state legislature in 1905 and 1907, 
studied law, was appointed County Judge, and introduced agricultural innovations to the 
region. He was a successful businessman and speculator, active in the affairs of the 
community.

In 1912 he organized the Yellowstone Trail Association which was responsible for the 
development of a trans-continental highway. He was president of the South Dakota Peace 
Society and one of the founders of the International Peace Garden on the North Dakota- 
Canadian border. In the cause of peace he traveled, wrote, and lectured. Until his 
death in 1940, he was an active, concerned citizen. His land office is one of the 
visible reminders of his contribution to the area.

It is one of the better period commercial buildings in Ipswich. Although vernacular
in design, it does display the construction techniques of using rough cut prairie granite,

1. Ipswich "Home of the Yellowstone Trail" 1883-1958 75th Anniversary Book, ed. 
Earle T. Crissman (Valley City, North Dakota: Brown Lithographing Company, 1958), 23.
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