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' DESCR(BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"~ The unund House at Eemiuy is logcated in Bloek 39 of Indian Village. Indlan
- Village 1s an area of L0 acres, platted separately from the rest of Hominy, where
‘many. Osage'lndians of the Méminy area live. The round house is 1ocated at the north
central edge of the ?111age.

‘The Hominy Osage Round House is a "16-gided whihe trame building with a conical

~ shake shingle roof, At the top of the roof is an opening which is covered with a

small conical roof. The vent is used for ventilation, achieved by opening the windows
and doors. The peak is also used as a bell tower, There are two doors, onme on the
east side and one on the west side, The door on the west side is a wide door tbrough
which a piekup can be driven. There are eight ‘center posts in the interior supperting
the conical roof. There is a dirt floor and on the south side of the arena there are
bleacher seats. The floor under the bleachers is made of concrete. The drum is
placed in the cenmter of the room when it. is being. used.

The Hominy Round House was built in 1919 to replace an earlier and mllar
one, During the late 1920's and 1930's there was a lack of interest in the daneof
and the building fell into: disrepair. During the late 1950's and early 1960ts
dancing was held cutdoors as the people were afraid to dance under the bell tower
inside the building. ‘The building has recently been renovated and is now used for
tribal fumctions. ' The removation included new paint, reroofing, new wiring for -

" lighting inside and a new walkway around the building and leading up to the front
~ (east) ‘door, It is in good condition and is used now by the Osage Tribe on special
occasions,




‘War I the round house was used to give the soldier dance, & woman's
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

 The. Homiuy Osage Reund House i3 espeoially siggificant because it is the enly
such round house still’ standing in Oeaga Gountry., The ‘Hominy area was settled by
Osages who came from settlemeuts along the Neosho and Arkansas Rivers to the north,
Similar round houses once existed at tribal locations at Greyhorse and Pawhuska,
areas that were settled by other bands of Osages., The round house has been and
continues to be a focus for tribal activities, especially those activities which
pertain particularly to the local region.

The first drumkeeper assoclated with the Hominy round. heuse, when built in
1919, was Walter Matin (1892-1976). Dances are held whenever the drumkeeper decides
it is time to have a dance. Ome such dance is called the Be-lBsech-kah., After World
ance t0 honor
the soldiers who were involved in the war. The round house is also used for handganes,
political gatherings, Christmas tree gathering, and for Council meetings at which -

individuals announce the news to the people of the area."

The significanca of the round house lies in architectural as wall as in social
relevance., The design is a unique adaptation of the Plains- tipi ‘and is couseqnently

well adapted for dances and other social gatherings as well as for physical comfort

of the participants. The social significance is however the most important feature

‘of the building, as it is the only remsining round house in the county and stands as

a symbol of tribal unity and tradition, It is a reminder also of the lomg and’ color=
ful heritage of the- Osage pecple and of the continuing relevance of Osage tribal fune- -

- Yloms,.
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