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Boothill Cemetery, burying ground for the Yellowstone River Town of Coulson, is
located on a small hill at the east end of the 500-foot rocky outcrop bordering
Billings, Montana, on the north. The land encompassing the cemetery was once buffalo
country where Indians camped, hunted and fought. The small hill became a cemetery
with the establishment of Coulson, named for the Coulson Packet Line which operated
steamboats up the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers from St. Louis.

Coulson existed from 1877 to 1882 when the Northern Pacific Railroad pushed its
tracks west and established the City of Billings. But during those five years of
life, Coulson was a wild and woolly settlement. Hardly a night passed without a
gunfight or two.

Following the arrival of the railroad and the move of Coulson residents, lock,
stock and barrel to Billings, Boothill Cemetery was no longer used. Its wooden,
erudely lettered grave markers sagged with time and weather, and native grass waved
high in the wind almost hiding the depressions of the graves.

The area containing Coulson and its cemetery, along with other sections bordering
the railroad route, was acquired by the Northern Pacific and its subsidiary, Minnesota
& Montana Land & Improvement Company. A few years after establishment of Billings in
1882, the company constructed an irrigation canal. Water to turn the alkali flats into
eropland was taken from the Yellowstone River above Billings and carried 39 miles to a
discharge point well below Coulson. Grateful for the aid of a pioneer farmer and
irrigation specialist, the late I.D. O'Donnell of Billings, Minnesota & Montana Land
& Improvement Company gave title to the cemetery site to him.

Aware of its historical importance, Mr. O'Donnell was instrumental in Boothill's
preservation, and he erected a rock and mortar obelisk on the cemetery's hilltop.
Midway up the obelisk's west side a concrete plaque was embedded with the carving:
"Died, 1877-1882."

Cut into marble on each of the four sides of the obelisk's base are verses
written by Mrs. B.F. Shuart, Wife of the first minister of Billings Congregational
Church:

"This monument marks a historic site

Where thirty-five lie buried.

They played the drama called life for fortune and fame
Lost their lives; lost their game."

"Upon this rugged hill,
The long trail past,

These men of restless will
Find rest at last."

"The stream flows on but it matters not

To the sleepers here by the world forgot.

The heroes of many a tale unsung,

They lived and died when the West was young."

"Tn memory of those who blazed the trail
And showed to us our West
In boots and spurs they lie

And on this hill find rest."
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With B{LLings Living up to its nickname, The Magic City, and stretfching east
and west along the Yellowstone River, Ma. 0'Donnell felt best preservation for
Boothill was owmernship by the City. 1In the Late 1920's he deeded the cemetery to
the City of BillLings, and Boothill is now a city park and an "Approved 02d West
Thail Attraction.”

Tn 1970, Billings'City Park Department erected a Large steel sign supported
by massive concrete blocks at the cemeteny entrance. The s4gn's pienced Lettering
tells briefly the history of Coulson and its Boothilk, citing one of the most
Ampontant histornically to be burnied there as H.M. (Muggins) Taylorn, who, July 1-3,
1876, carnied Gen. Alfned H. Terny's dispatch of the Custer defeat from Terww's
camp nean the Battle of the Little Bighomn to the Anmy post, Fort ELLs, above
Bozeman. Latern Taylon was a deputy sheniff at Coulson and was Fatally wounded in
a struggle with Coulson's town dunk, Henny Lumph.

In addition to the steel sign, BilLlings Park Department and the BifLings Helghts
Kiwanis CLub have erected a wooden pole fence along Boothill's west side; have kept
native grass mowed; have put replicas of the oniginal headboards at most of the
graves, and on September 30, 1978, dedicated a new marker at the grave of H.M.
(Muggins) Taylor. The marken 8 a Large granite stone bearing a bronze plague
and set in a concrete base. 1t was donated by the BiLLings people intenresied in
the histonical significance of Boothill Cemeterny as the burial site of the courageous
scout and Lawman, H M. (Muggins) Tayloxr.

The Rev. John F. McCelland, netined ministern of Billings Firnst Congregational
Church, gave the eulogy. Finst ministen of the Church, the Late Rev. B.F. Shuanrt,
had ofgiciated at Taylor's guneral.

Mike Hink, Park Superintendent of BillLings, was mastern of ceremonies and
Aintroduced BiLLings mayor, William A, Fox; Yellowstone County Sheriff Dean S.
Betzen, who nepresented the Law Taylon senved; BilLings Hedlghts Kiwandis CLub
Presdident Clinton Bishop, who placed a wreath on the grave, and membens of histornical
onganizations intenested in Boothill's preservation.

A 12-gun salute was fired and Taps sounded by members of the American Legion
Past, headed by CLLgford Hanson.
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The only vestige of the Yellowstone River Town of Coulson ig its Boothill Cemetery,
now a part of the park system of the City of Billings, Montana

Significance of Boothill is that it is evidence of settlement in this area of
Yellowstone Valley just a year after George A. Custer's defeat, June 25, 1876, at
the Battle of the Little Bighorn. And also, that Boothill contains the grave of H.M.
(Muggins) Taylor, civilian scout for the Army, who alone rode through wilderness teeming
with victory-flushed Indians to take news of the Custer disaster to Fort Ellis, Army
post above Bozeman.

In the months following the battle there were no communities along the Yellowstone,
except for Coulson. A trading post was operated by Horace Countryman near the site to
become Columbus, Montana. Fort Keogh was to the east, a military post built in 1877
near where Miles City, Montana, was to rise. And there was Fort Custer, built in 1877
on a bluff overlooking land Hardin, Montana, would be built on. But all else was
considered hostile territory as the Indian viectors at the Battle of the Little Bighorn
and their tribes refused to return to their reservations.

Into this area fraught with danger, came some entrepreneurs--among them P.W. McAdow.
He was a Bozeman, Montana, merchant who foresaw the importance of an established towm
along the 1873 survey route of the Northern Pacific Railroad.

McAdow set up a sawmill and a store on a portion of Section 34-IN-26E between the
Yellowstone River and the NP track route. Others followed McAdow, and it wasn't long
before Coulson--named for the Coulson Packet Company whose steamboats plied the Missouri
and Yellowstone rivers from St. Louis--was a thriving settlement. It had a post office,
newspaper, three general stores, a hotel, a brewery, five saloons, three restaurants,
livery stables, barns, homes, a deputy sheriff of Custer County, then encompassing
what would become Yellowstone County, and a cemetery, Boothill, whose graves were marked
by erudely lettered wooden headboards.

Research by the late I.D. O'Donnell of Billings, pioneer agriculturist-irrigationist,
who served as Commissioner of Irrigation in President Woodrow Wilson's cabinet, has
preserved the accounts of several Boothill burials.

They included: Infant child born to Mr. and Mrs. Harry Reed: Mrs. John J. Alderson,
wife of a prominent Coulson citizen; Dave Courier, killed in the Nez Perce raid of 1877;
Joe Redmond, "waiter at Skillen's Saloon murdered by Dutch Charley, a gambler;" thirteen
U.S. soldiers, whose bodies were put in a mass grave after being found by Coulson residents
near the NP survey route;

Hugh Smith, "accidentally killed" at his cabin; William Stooltz, known as "Dutch
Bill", a Coulson saloon employee who died in a "drunken fit"; William Preston, a saloon
ower, shot by Dan Leahy in an argument over use of a corral; Clarence Toplift, killed
when he fell from his horse during a race July 4, 1882; Thomas Christie, NP track layer,
whose pistol "accidentally discharged"; Billy Nedham, mail carrier, whose gun "accidentally
discharged" when he pulled off his mail sack in MeAdow's store;
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M. Louisa Canten, who committed sudcide when she was 25 by walking into the
Vellowstone Rivern; James D. Russell, killed in a saloon brawl; Patrnick Dwyen,

NP section hand, shot in a "quarnel;" unknown so0fider run over by a wagon; Ben Walken
shot in a quarrel; Ed Prebble, suicide; Louis Johnson, NP employee, killed in a
construction camp near Coulson; Judge Foulkes, formen justice of the peace, struck

by an NP Locomotive; and H.M. (Muggins) Taylor.

Taylon, sandy-haired, medium build, was of Scottish descent. He was born in 1830
in the eastern United States and well educated for his time, often quoting Shakespeare
and Robent Bwuws as he sat around campfines in the West. He'd come West at an early
age, staying a while in Utah and Later in Dakota Ternitory, meat hunting, fashioning
gloves, fackets, coats from hides and gambling. HAs fgavorite game was muggins,
hence his nickname. ’

Coming into Montana Ternitory in 1870, he became a civilian scout and meat hunter
fon the military posts in the area. And when Cof. John Gibbon Led his command taward
the Battle of the Little Bighomn, Tayfor was a scout in the group headed by Gibbon's
chied of scouts, Lt. James H. Bradley.

They were the §inst to come on "Last Stand HiLL" and see the naked, mutilated
bodies of Custern and his dead. TaylLorn volunteered to take Zhis news to Gen. Alfred
H. Teny, camped at the confluence of the Yellawstone and Bighomn nivens. Later, he
hefped bring Maj. Marcus A. Reno's wounded down grom its battle position Lo Tewwy's
camp fon conveyance on the steamboat Farn West, to Font Abagham Lincofn, Dakota
Territony.

The night of June 30, Terww asked for volunteers to fake his message of Custern's
defeat--"1¢ is my painful duty to report..." zo the officer in charge at Font ELLLS.
Not one of the military stepped forward. After all, the area was teeming with Indians
and the sight and word of the mutilations of the Seventh Cavalrny troopens and officens
instilled fear in the heants and minds of both new recrudits and battle-hardened
vetenans .

Then, §rom the back of the men grouped around Terny, a 46-year-old-buckskin-clad
scout stepped forward. "1'LL take it, General,” said Muggins Taylon.

Next momning at dawn, July 1, 1876, Taylor stanted out grom Teww's camp. Often
with Indians hard on his heels, he made the 100 miles to Horace Countryman's Zrading
post on the Stillwater River. There he was given a meal, a night's Lodging and a
fresh honse by Countryman and his partner, Col. W.H. Norton. The next moaning, Juky3,
he stanted out again with Countryman riding along, a copy of Teww's dispatch in his
saddlebag to take on to the newspaper in Helena, Montana. Taylor, as ondered by Tery,
took the news to Fornt ELLLS, awvdving there &he night of July 3.

Had it not been forn Muggins Taylon, riding alone through hostile wilderness,
Countryman would not have known of the Custer disasten.

/{LZCUL that, Taylon became a meat hunten for Hoskins and McGint, wha had a trading
post at the site to become Huntley, Montana. Later, Custern County Sheralfd Tom Truine
named Taylon a deputy sheriff with headquarnters at Coulson.
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The momning of Septemben 27, 1882, Henny Lumph, whose wide was Coulson's Laundress,
netwwmed to John Skillen's saloon on the toum's main street. He'd been drinking
heavily in all of the Coulson saloons, and when he entered Skillen's, he was abusive
to some of the patrons. Bantender, P. Fobgen, threw Lumph out. Lumph went to the
Laundny, where he beat his wife for a while, and then retwwed Zo Skillen's. He
carnied a Winchesten nifle and fined a shot at Fobgenr.

Deputy Sheridd Taylon took aftern Lumph, who ran to sagety of the Laundry. When
Taylor demanded he open up, Lumph came to the doorn, nifle in hand. They struggled
for the nifle; it discharged and Taylon sflumped to the ground. He was taken to the
home of Coulson's feryman, John Schock.

Fobgen siezed Lumph, bound his wnists and ook him in a wagon to BLLLings whene
he twwed him overn to Deputy Sheridd Manuel Torres. Then the bartenden got two
Biflings; doctorns, Bole and Parken, and took them to Coulson.

The doctons said the wound, through Taylon's Left side fust about the hip bone
was "clean" and he Likely would necover. But peritonitis set in and Taylon died
Octoben 1, 1882,

The Rev. B.F. Shuart, §irnst ministen of Billings' Finst Congregational Chunch,
officiated at the funeral October 2, 1882. 1t was the fLangest funeral Coulson had
even known. Laten, Taylon's grave was marked with a Large wooden headboard and
swurounded by a wooden gence.

Lumph, meanwhile, had been taken to MilLes City where he was tried on a
charge of second-degree murder. He was found guilty and sentenced to seven years
in the penitentiony at Deer Lodge, Montana. His wife follawed him; took in Laundry
and gave the money to her husband when authornities would permit. Following Lumph's
nelease, he contracted pneumonia and died.

As the yeans passed, the wooden headboard and fence at Taylonr's grave sagged
with time and weather. But a photo of it in 1899 was taken by the RLate LLoyd Lipp
0f Billings to show the grave on the east sLope of Boothill Cemetery facing toward
what was once the site of Coulson.

" Then souvenin hunters and/on vandals carted away the marker and fence. Aften
that Billings Heights Kiwanis CLub and one of its fowmen presidents, Joe Hoppen,
began putting small wooden markens on the graves. Some of them, too, disappeared.

But now, undern auspices of BLllings' City Park Deparntment, Billings Heights
Kiwanis CRub and Local histonians, Taylon's grave is handsomely and hopefully,
permanently marked. 1ts granite stone symbolizing the strength and courage of
Muggins Taylon in his ride with the news of the Custer defeat; 4its bronze
plague s4gnifying the Lawman's starn he wone so proudly and served s0 well in Zhe
tunbulent times of wild and woolly Coukson.
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