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The Porter-Todd House, which is now occupied by the American Saddle Horse Breeders Associa-
‘ tion, is located on South Fourth Street, just north of the 01d Louisville Residential
- District (National Register in February, 1975). It is also in the same block as the
Louisville War Memorial Auditorium (National Register in December, 1977). The structure is
representative of the gracious homes which lined both sides of this once residential street
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century.

B
.

The Porter-Todd House is one of three surviving mansions on this block of the street, which
dates from this period. But more importantly, the two front porches of the structures are
among a very few fine examples of decorative Victorian cast iron work remaining in Louisville.

The white painted brick bu11d1ng is asymmetrical in design, standing two and one-half stories
with a small two-story wing in the left rear. There seems to have been some alterations made
in the facade.’ The cornice of the main building retains only one row of dentils while the
wing not only has a deeper extension but also retains its brackets, spaced at regular inter-
vals. The cast-iron porches also seem to be of a slightly later date and are quite
~elaborate with highly decorative railings, columns and a balcony on both the main building
and the wing. The porch of the wing is smaller but equally elegant.

The entry of the main facade, has an extended hood supported by carved brackets. The door
~is recessed at the left of the facade and may have originally had a second set of doors.

- The blue and white tile floor at the entrance is a typical motif of the period. The first
and second story windows of the main facade are long with two-over-two panes and capped by
carved stone window hoods. The hoods are composed of a band of dentils with baskets of
flowers topped by a band of egg and dart mold. These hoods are supported by carved brackets
with leaf decoration. The upper story contains small segmentally-arched windows articulated
by a protrudlng brick,string course which continues around the building. The windows of

- the wing are of a different helght ‘and de51gn These windows are arched and accentuated by
a band of egg and dart mold and a keystone. e

Although the interior has lost its residential character due to modern light fixtures and

its present day use as an office, it still retains its original walnut woodwork and a

number of its mantels. DL

The entrance retains its fine curved and cantilevered walnut stairway and balastrade. There

are five rooms on the first floor, the main one having originally been used as a double

‘parlor. Although today the double fireplaces have been closed :up, the room still retains |

its sixteen foot ceiling and classical woodwork of molded door jambs with ancons, which are
repeated in the windows. On the second floor there is a large room which probably served

‘as a formal reception room and still contains two matchlng marble Italianate mantels.

|

In the wing, theére Témains one mantel in the Victorian Eééfféké'étyle which has been painted.!
The woodwork of the jambs and about the windows is the same as that found in the main
building; however the ceilings and windows are somewhat lower.

The exterior of the house has limestone steps and a retaining wall as well as a handsome
cast-iron fence with limestone posts which encloses the lot.
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The Porter-Todd House is an excellent example of the Italianate style. It is typical of the
types of homes being built on South Fourth Street in the decade after the Civil War. The
house dates from the B70s--falling into a period of great expansion when Louisville's
prestigious neighborhoods were moving southward. It is one of a few homes left in what was
‘the northern part of Old Louisville. Its two cast-iron porches are among a very [few left
in Louisville. o
In February of 1946, the American Saddle Horse Breeders Association acquired the house and
property. The association maintains its offices in the house.

This property was acquired by Charles C. Porter in 1868. Mr. Potter, a milliner, constructed
the house on the site between 1869-1875. However, due to financial difficulties, a second
mortgage on the house was acquired by Mr. James Todd in 1876 at $5,000. Porter failed to
meet the payments on the mortgage and was sued by Todd. The court ruled in Todd's favor

and due to this and other debts, Porter and his wife were forced to file bankruptcy on
December 21, 1978. ‘ a b e e e

The house was appraised at $14,000 and put up for public auction to pay off debts, interest
and court cost. At this time Todd made a bid of $11,020" and acquired the property and house.
Todd's descendents appear to have owned and rented out the house until 1929. The house
continued to be rental property until purchased by thé American Saddie Horse Breeders
Association.

James Todd, an Irish immigrant, became a successful businessman in Louisville. In 1848 he
formed the Rawson, Todd and Company, dealing in coffee and sugar. He later became a partner
in the firm of Todd and Richardson, manufacturers of jeans and woolen goods, a major
Louisville industry. Todd died in Louisville in 1890. His son, James Ross Todd built both
the Todd Building, at the corner of Fourth and Market, and the Italian Renaissance mansion,
Rostrevor, 1908-1910, on Alta Vista Avenue.

The American Saddle Horse Breeders Association took over the house in 1946. The Association
was founded in 1891 in Louisville, Kentucky by a number of leading saddle horse breeders.
They set up a Registry which continues to function in Louisville, and have encouraged better
breeding practices, more careful selection of stallions and mares, and the closer adherence
to recognized types of saddle horses.

The Porter-Todd House is one of the earlier homes of the southern expansion of the residential
district of Louisville, in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. The occupancy- of the
house by the American Saddle Horse Breeders Association and their careful preservation of the

building has saved it from the fate of the majoritg,of the old residences in the area. The
two cast-iron porches are among the finest which still survive in Louisville.



EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

American Saddle Horse Breeders Association. ''The Saddlebred," pamphlet. Louisville:
American Saddle Horse Breeders Association, n.d.

Caron Directory of the City of Louisville, 1868-1909.

‘ ‘ (continued)
[DIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __8PPTOX. 1/10 acre
QUADRANGLE NAME | Louisville West Quadrangle QUADRANGLE scaLe 1:24000
UTM REFERENCES
A'1|6|'|6|0|8]6|0|0| |4I2|3!3l1lllﬂl Bl l |,! l . l ' l ! I
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ‘ZONE '~ EASTING NORTHING
C!|l|l||l[l'l1L1[¢|J Y I T T T T T
S N R Pl T N N T
oA [ N S O P ' ] A TR T T
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

City of Louisville
Block 29F Lot 105

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING éTATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE

CODE’ COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Suzan Odewahn - Volunteer

, Marty Hedgepeth - Research Director
ORGANIZATION

DATE "

Louisville Landmarks Commission October 10, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
: 727 West Main Street 597-3501
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Louisville, Kentucky 40202

EFJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE iS: .
NATIONAL STATE

LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Pa

rk Sepyice.
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIG NATUREZ@;b'LM/‘ Q

_ //L State Historic Preservation Officer

GPO 921-803



Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET Porter-Todd House !TEM NUMBER g PAGE 2

Ford, Henry and Kate Ford. History of the Ohio Falls Cities and their Counties, vol. 1.
Cleveland: L. A. Williams and Company, 1882.

Jefferson County (KY) Chancery Court Records, Case No. 32576; 1878. State Archives,
Frankfort, Kentucky.

Jefferson County (KY) Deed Book 2089, p. 333 (1946); Book 1385, p. 58 (1929); Book 481,
p. 366 (1897); Book 216, p. 572 (1878); Book 203, p. 73 (1876); Book 167, p. 315
(1868).

Johnson, J. Stoddard, ed. Memorial History of Louisville, vol. 1. Chicago: American
Biographical Company, 1896.




(RO U S,

i v

\ . !
I3
LovAsoud e, #% M2 . E |
. E ? { .
3 =
/ ¥ N t
' : J J I J
et framee W BRECKINRIDGE
[ - Y2% @
Jod , it 12 Jes 200
Vo e s e ey 2 &5 4 il 7 WINE Pi et =,
7T Ty, N EE LR
L4 g b N b
a ! Nvsro duro Saies 73 N n—tch_ﬁ:.,
2 ' ‘< N %
N Li i X L i)
. [N g 9
§ 2 vRETNS ; ’/& ” Pasw oarre ‘5’2 ES
3 “ NF‘ | i ; ..JJ_Q.S_»."E
< (< o} |  oa t S $¥lX
] G & Y _ae & u_ﬁ
z L - —Ji s T ; X
I 14 o t Y] wig
N AUTS SALES & SERVICE : sk A X =N
) : . X <
S wowe R ave P owoTEEL L e PRIV PAreE Y. Y B
. E LTI, AFAMAT PUSEE 4 Taps IS =Y . i T 3 .. 3‘
N puRIrG Wil Y N . ] TTy
) E A I sssce. S16E F o “‘J:L S
R R N e & T
-------- 1 S o % SR
F(f-x;’j” g sk [vied oy L?;
) A-t-F + & ;. . yw &
A zal:
— v K 3 i '.*.%l- 3
i G . > N |/ 2N ¢ i S 35
e ' : BN s 0 :
Y
Tt = XD A7 S A eS 20 P E 7
i / Y "t a e e
) S are ooy PR o
N A i - —
(o] & )
I N o
\A i N 1 PREY PpPaprc
i s b £ h Useo Avro Saces
N k N .,
1 i f R
! L I N
I !
Y\PI AN | | PRIV parRKk>G b
| 5 N
o y ! 3 ] 3
g ) | s L ko
14 < % . ]
E LN &% N ! '} b —-————p——-—-——.—_——_ Orr ! “'~
X u N | ; N 2 gl wove_ rencs.
Y AN g N e 1 :
(NS { b g RE ]
< Qb N ] e ! AR tv
Q. + kgg! . 1 DY E,, o) P AR KNG Gsep darr Saces & Sewvice
g NY s 3
{EE: vsed wore saied [
] ! :
¥
v :E N =4
o %, ovksrrary  NC w2
S 3 fc 8.8%F)
7 WIRE FEYCE.
158
T NS NEW AuTO STGE
U PP RN
73 Ny p i e e e e s e e o]
L. - v [ ] >
F N " L 0 o 7 !
‘»rr""'\ 15 [l § X 3 ! T i
t ! ! A . s N
" HousE L s 5 4a0 it Aferes T, N
HAPEL HOV 42 Ty 3 PR s
' T ¥ .y . PSR L > >
e ieled ¥ §-") . 3‘ = . . N : . B3 4
L 3 £ v 2k b % 3 R L™ *) X
F 5k I 3 < A ; D
‘ TN Cl e P2 Eat - e AP TR cnmzmvr SPALOING COLLEGE N
1 el R T A L NG COLLEG N N
” PR S ) T S * Lerwis 2 . -
e EESNEE SR o S ; N T ——
. 1971 L aen - - e ) Frripmen Frze ot R
P o, S S P ‘ o s R
e 4" BY S . . M ety ]
et iy ,7’ i)
~ Pa v 74 N Aup .
Q » -, / N o i " ~ l |
) iy o v !

o

|

ST,

3R



Porter-Todd House
939 South Fourth StiMé‘gtl 9 1979
Louisville, Jefferson, Kentucky
Real Estate Atlas
Jefferson County, KY (1968)
Miami, Fla. Map 1.
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