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The Benjamin F|. Turley House is located on a sharp rise overlooking State Highway 
35 in rural Gallatin County. Facing eastward, the brick structure is approximately 
2.5 miles north of the small community of Sparta.

Built in 1863, the Turley House is a two-story brick Gothic Revival structure with 
a one-story wing added in 1938.

The house, built on a fieldstone foundation, has a steeply pitched cross-gabled roof 
with wheel windows in each gable. Windows are six-over-six-pane. Plain interior 
chimneys are featured., with the absence of polygonal pots common to Gothic structures.

An enclosed porch in the Romanesque style is a distinctive feature of the Turley House. 
Two large brick pillars with semi-circle arches form three openings onto the porch, 
accented by a second-story window centered above the middle arch. Similar arcades are 
characteristics of those found at Shawnee Springs in Mercer County (listed on the National 
Register in 1976) and Pleasant Lawn in Woodford County(see Three 'Cghen -Mural Houses 
nomination of February 1976). Accenting the arches, as well as all bays, are corbeled 
brick hoodmolds.

The house contains four rooms on the first floor and four rooms on the second floor with 
three doorways opening out onto the porch. The flooring is original throughout the 
house. The mantels feature characteristics of both the Greek Revival and Gothic styles 
(see photo 6), while the doorways are of Gteeek Revival design.

The house, barn, and Turpin cemetary are all located on a rise overlooking State 
Highway 35 with the boundary drawn to include this natural setting. The Turpin cemetary 
marks the rear boundary with State Highway 465 and State Highway 35 serving as the 
northern and eastern boundaries respectively. The frame barn, of popular construction, 
is located 300 feet behind the dwelling. The barn was built at the same time as the house 
as is evidenced by the axe-hewn posts and the wooden pegs in the hay loft. The small 
cemetary, "located 350 feet behind the barn, is the burial plot of Horatio Turpin, his 
wife, and other members of his family. The cemetary is approximately 60 feet by 30 
feet, and is enclosed by a fieldstone fence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Benjamin F. Turley House located near the vicinity of Sparta is architecturally 
significant in being an outstanding example of the Gothic Revival style in sparsely 
populated Gallatin County.

The two-story brick dwelling was constructed in 1865 by Benjamin F. Turley, an early 
settler of Gallatin County. Turley, a farmer and merchant by vocation, served as county 
judge for several years.1 Prior to the Civil War he purchased a portion of the Horatio 
Turpin estate which included the Turpin homestead known as "Beech Park. Turpin had 
come to Kentucky from Virginia in 1820, and had acquired 4,300 acres of land which 
extended from Eagle Creek to the Ohio River.2 He constructed a Two-story brick residence 
sometime before his death in 1826. Turpin and members of his family were buried in 
their cemetary located behind the house.

Benjamin Turley and his family lived in the Turpin house for several years until the 
.construction of their own house. After the completion of the Gothic style structure, 
the Turpin place, which was situated directly behind the new structure, was torn down.

The Gothic style is unusual for Sparta as well as the rest of Gallatin County. According 
to Mrs. Mary Ann Turley Allnutt, a daughter of Benjamin Turley, the use of the Gothic 
Revival was at the request of her mother. Mrs. Turley had grown up in Covington across 
the Ohio River from Cincinnati and no doubt was influenced by the architectural styles found 
in this area. The enclosed porch was also incorporated in the construction of the 
house at the request of Mrs. Benjamin Turley.^

1Mary Turley Allnutt, "The Home of Long Ago," pp. ii-v; Gallatin County Tax 
Assessment Record of 1865, p.26; Gypsy Gray, History of Gallatin County, Kentucky, 
p. 72.

? 
Gallatin County Deed Book F, p. 81.

Allnutt, p. ii.
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