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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Albertus building is a three story structure located toward the
north end of Guttenberg's central business district. It is constructed
of rubble ashlar limestone on a stone foundation, with dimensions

of 56' x 54'. The roof is a low gable, with parapetted ends. The

front elevation has seven bays, and all openings have pointed arches,
formed by stone voussoirs, and fanlights. The ground story has recessed
double doors in the second, fourth, and sixth bays. There are

doors opening onto small, wrought-iron balconies centered in the second
and third stories. Windows are pairs of three-light casements. The
very narrow cornice is wood.

Interior framing.consists of hewn oak beams and studs.. A distinctive
feature is the éellar, with two vaulted rooms. The upper floors have
recently been converted to apartments. There are two on each floor,
on either side of a central stairall. Living areas are at the front,
with a single bedroom, kitchen, and bath at the rear.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mississippi River town of Guttenberg, settled principally by German
immigrants in the mid-1840's, contains an interesting variety of stone
buildings, ranging from immense warehouses to residential and a few com-
mercial structures. Most of these buildings were erected during the
1850's, during a period of major growth in the community and at a time
when limestone was a locally-available building material. Among these
stone structures, the Albertus building stands out, chiefly due to

its pointed-arched window and door openings: a facade treatment
extremely unusual in a commercial block¥ The pair of stone vaults

in the cellar, suggesting that the building once housed a brewery,

is another noteworthy feature.

Historical information concerning the building is extremely limited.

It was apparently built by C. Albertus, and may have been a combination
residence and business, with clothing and grocery enterprises on the
first floor. By 1886 (the earliest available fire insurance map),

the building housed a grocery in the south half, a residence in the
north. By 1894 the entire building was given to residential use.

*in lowa. To date, the Division has not discovered a similar use
of the pointed arch, except in religious structures and a few
Gothic cottages.
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