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The Bonneville County Courthouse is a two-story reinforced concrete building 
with a second story Denver turkey brick veneer. This rectangular building has 
an outset central entry bay and is characterized by its use of classical motifs.

The main entry is elevated and its doors are framed in Boise sandstone. An en­ 
tablature supported by Corinthian pilasters is the principal feature. A round 
arch with garlanded spandrels surmounts the doors. A pair of double hung sash 
windows flank the entry on the main level.

The building is five bays deep and an equal number wide. All bays, except the 
main entry, have sets of three double hung sash windows on the ground and main 
floors. The main floor windows have transoms broken into eight triangular lights. 
Ground level entries are located in the center bays of the sides and rear. 
Shield shaped plaques of Boise sandstone decorate all corners and the center bays, 
A denticulated cornice with a parapet crowns the building. A shallow, dome*- 
like, skylight is in the center of the roof.

The only exterior alterations are the reworking of the front steps and the 
stuccoing of the first story in a light beige color. There are no additions.

The interior remains unaltered on the main floor. Marble stairs lead up to a 
wide hallway which opens up into the central foyer. All floors in these public 
spaces are of white vitreous mosaic tile and an Alaska marble wainscot graces 
the walls. The woodwork and beamed and paneled ceiling also remain in their 
original form. The central foyer has a balustraded square opening which looks 
down to the ground floor. The stained glass skylight with the Bonneville county 
crest is above this opening.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bonneville County courthouse is architecturally significant as an imposing 
local public building with good classical details. Its stonework exhibits good 
craftsmanship and its well preserved interior is a noteworthy reflection of the 
prevailing tastes of the period. The interior is perhaps the state's most 
intact and distinguished example for the post-war period.

As the seat of county government the courthouse retains many community, political, 
and judicial associations and as such is a local landmark.

Lionel E. Fisher and Charles Aitken were a prominent Idaho Falls Architectural 
firm of the period. Other examples of their buildings include the high schools 
at Aberdeen, Arco, Bancroft and Leadore, grade schools in Roberts and Idaho Falls 
and the physicians' residence at the state hospital in Blackfoot.
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