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The Meadows school is a two-story brick structure dating from 
1912. The simple design might be described as classical eclectic; 
the building is a symmetrical box with hipped roof and pedimential 
treatment of the gable in the outset centered entrance and stair­ 
well pavilion. This gable is elaborated by eave returns, a 
circular ventilator and a shingled face. It is surmounted by 
a large, inset, open belfry with hipped roof. The red-brick fabric 
is perforated by windows which are headed in most cases by 
triple-coursed segmental arches. (The exceptions are the set of 
windows directly over the entrance, which is capped with a square 
arch, and the small windows directly on either side of the pavilion, 
which are also square-headed.) The roofs, as are those on most 
structures in this area of heavy snowfall, are of tin. The 
school has been converted to residential & veterinary clinic 
use, but there have been no exterior alterations and only one addition; 
a gabled porch which obscures a round-arched, double-doored 
front entrance. The building is presently very well-maintained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Meadows schoolhouse has local architectural significance as a 
fine example of classical eclectic schoolhouse architecture of the 
early twentieth century, handsomely executed in brick and very 
well-preserved. It is the most substantial surviving building in 
Meadows, a town which was left behind when the railroad passed 
by a few miles to the west. Especially since the destruction by 
fire of the Friends Church which was its cognate institutional 
structure on the western edge of Meadows, the schoolhouse is the 
most conspicuous visual reminder of the past to survive in original 
form in what remains of its community. Packer John's cabin, 
situated in a state park several miles to the east and certainly 
important in Meadows' history, is a reconstruction of the first 
building in the valley, a cabin built in 1862. Other surviving 
buildings are modest frame structures..

').*"
The Meadows school is in fact the material evidence of the highest 
point in development, and the beginning of decline, in a town 
which is now reduced to a scatter of residential structures. At 
the time the school was constructed Meadows was a modest community 
which had grown up Slowly to serve the farmers and stock-raisers 
who began settling the valley in the late 1870's., Most of the 
structures which comprised its main street were frame; such 
substantial institutions as hotel and school were still log. 
When in 1910 the new, planned town of New Meadows was built two 
miles to the west as a terminus for the Pacific and Idaho Northern 
railway, decline was inevitable. For a period, however, especially 
while it was believed that the P. & I. N. would be pushed further 
north to provide the state with a north-south railway, the valley 
as well as its new hub enjoyed a boom.

The school at Meadows, and a sibling at New Meadows built in the 
same year, are in substantial contrast to the mostly frame school- 
houses which have been inventoried in this part of Idaho. They 
are striking evidence of the optimistic climate which created them.
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