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Located in the heart of Manitou Springs at 819 Manitou Avenue, the Barker House is 
a single detached structure built in the shape of a "U". The structure has three 
and one-half stories along its main or north facade, and is built primarily of 
wood set over a stone foundation. The main facade along Manitou Avenue is 
accentuated by three features: a central projection with clustered windows that 
rises to a peak and two turrets located at either end. The east side of the struc­ 
ture has seven bays, the west side nine bays, and the main facade seven bays in 
addition to the openings on the main projection and turrets. A covered veranda 
extends along the first floor of the main facade. The roof is gabled and dis­ 
plays four dormers on the north side, three on the east, and four on the west. 
There are several small chimneys placed here and there.

The secondary features give the structure its distinctive period feeling. The 
most notable are the four story turrets, a characteristic element of Victorian 
architecture. Those on the Barker House are polygonal. The one on the east side 
is open at the fourth story, but covered by a dome; the one on the west side is 
narrower than its counterpart, but is also covered by a dome. With the exception 
of a few fixed windows on the first floor, all the windows are two-sashed and 
double-hung. The main entry is located in the center of the main facade; 
secondary entryways occur on both the east and west sides and also on the south 
at the two ends of the "U". The structure is sheathed in clapboard and shingles.

The interior retains many of its original features. The first floor has three 
fireplaces; notable is the lobby fireplace with the original, intricate oak 
carving. From here a continuous staircase with oak bannister winds up to the 
fourth floor, but there is also an elevator as the Barker House was the first 
hotel in Manitou Springs to offer such service. Individual rooms on the second 
floor all have two fireplaces. Each floor of the structure has about 7,000 
square feet of space. Overall, there are 110 guest units, many of which have 
lost their original elegance in the passage of time, but which will be rehabili­ 
tated through the major restoration now in progress.
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The Barker House, or Navajo Hotel as it is sometimes called, is significant for its 
association with Charles W. Barker, an important politician in Manitou Springs, and 
for its architectural features which reflect the characteristic elements of resort 
hotels built in the Rocky Mountains during the late Victorian era.

It was during the early 1870s that the town of Manitou Springs, located in the foot­ 
hills of the Rockies west of Colorado Springs, began to develop into a resort area 
as opposed to the elite community envisioned by its principal planners, William A. 
Bell and William Jackson Palmer, the founders of both Colorado Springs and the 
Denver & Rio Grande Railway. A number of hotels emerged at this time including 
one built by a Theodore Pine, a local artist. In the early 1880s Pine's structure 
passed into the hands of Charles W. Barker, a well-known local personage whose 
public career included service as mayor and town trustee, seventeen years on the 
school board, and eight years in the Colorado General Assembly. Barker made ad­ 
ditions to the property and converted it into a fashionable resort whose elegance, 
concerts, and other entertainment attracted a clientele of the rich and influential, 
After Barker's death in 1905 the hotel remained popular but eventually fell into 
decline as public tastes changed over the years.

From an architectural perspective the Barker House reflects the characteristic 
features of early resort hotels built in the Rocky Mountains. It is not a pre­ 
tentious building, but rather more "rustic" in keeping with the mountain setting. 
Yet the turrets on the main facade betray the Victorian influence. All this was 
typical of the large, frame hotels built in the mountains during this era.
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That portion of Lots 1, 2, arid 3 in Block F in the Town of Manitou Springs, 
formerly the Town of Manitou, described as follows: Beginning at the Northwest 
corner of Lot 1 in said Block "F" and running thence Southeasterly 165 feet, more 
or less, along the Northerly line of Lots 1, 2, and 3 of said Block "F" to the 
Northeasterly corner of Lot 3 in said Block, thence angle right 89° 00' South­ 
westerly along the Easterly line of said Lot 3 a distance of 117.12 feet to a 
point, thence an;gle right 82° 46' Northwesterly 51 feet to a point, thence angle 
right 4° 52' Northwesterly 60 feet to a point, thence angle left 29° 58' Westerly 
42 feet to a point on the Westerly line of said Block "F", thence Northerly along 
the Westerly line of said Block "F" to the place of beginning.


